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A.CT TO ALTER TIIE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF HARTFORD,
A.ND TO COMBINE

SU DRY PUBLIC STATUTES RELATING

THERETO.

_L

Resolved by this AssemUy :-SEC. 1. The territorial limits Territorial
of the body politic and corporate heretofore existing under the limits.
name of "The Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, and
Freemen of the City of Ilartford," shall hereafter be the following: the north line of said city shall commence at a point
on the east bank of the north fork of Park river, seven hundred feet · due north of the north line of Albany turnpike
road; thence run due east to Connecticut river; the west
line of said city shall commence at the first named point, and
run thence southward along said bank of said north fork,
inclosing a small island formed by a di vision of said fork, to
the westedy line of the Hartford and New Haven railroad ;
thence continuing due south, across said Park river, to the
east bank of the south fork thereof; thence along said east
bank and the east bank of the east branch of said south fork
to a point two hundred and fifty feet due south of the south
line of the New Britain road (so called) ; the south line of
the said city shall run from the last point described, east to
Connecticut river; and said river shall be the east boundary
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Connecticut River.

of said city : provided always, that no city tax, exceeding
two cents on a dollar of the grand list, shall be assessed or
tion.
.
.
levied upon any land or lands withm tbe territory added to
said city by virtue of this act, so long as said land is or shall
be used exclusively for farming purposes, or is vacant and
unoccupied land; and that all farming produce, and all stock
used in farming, and all implements of husbandry, belonging
to persons residing on said territory so annexed, shall be
Persons and 08 • exempt in the same manner and to the same extent from such
ta.te or such are city taxation : and, provided also, that the persons now and
not liable to tax• hereafter residing on said territory so added to said city, and
ation for bonded
and other debts. the estate of such persons, both real and personal, shall not
be liable to taxation or in any other mode, for any bonded
debt of said city, or for interest on the same, or for any part
of the present indebtedness of said city on account of the
city park, provided that this act shall not be so construed as
to exempt from liability any property invested in business in
said city and now liable to taxation for said city debt. All
Body politic and the inhabitants of the state of Connecticut, being electors
corporate.
thereof, dwelling within said limits, shall continue forever,
hereafter, to be a body politic and corporate, in fact and in
name, by the name of "THE CITY OF HARTFORD;" and that
by that name, they and their successors shall and may have
perpetual succession, and be persons in law, capable of suing
and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, .in all suits of
what nature soever; and, also, to purchase, hold and convey
any estate, real and personal; and may have a common seal,
and may change and alter the same at pleasure; and shall be
electors of said city; and by virtue of this act, shall become
and be absolutely vested with, possess and enjoy, all the
lands, tenements, hereditaments, property and rights, choses
in action, and estate whatsoever, which since the time of the
original incorporation of the city have become vested in the
inhabitants of said city in their corporate capacity, and which
in that capacity are still vested in and belong to said inhabit~o~nect~cut river ants, that is to say, in the said city; and said city shall have
JUr1sdlct1on.
• . d" .
. . ·1 d
.1
Juris
1ct1on m
c1v1 an commerc1a
matters on t h e Connect1-.
cut river opposite the town of Hartford; and the marshal and
deputy marshals of said. city shall have authority to execute
legal process on said river opposite said town: ,£t being provi·ded, that said city shall in no manner regulate, or interfere
Property exempt

r~om run

taxa-
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City Officers.

with the navigation thereof, or impose any tax, toll or duty,
on the commerce upon said river.
SEC. 2. Annual meetings of said city (except .the first) A.nnua1
shall be held at such times and places as the ordinances meetings.
thereof shall direct; and shall be held in wards, into which
said city sh 11 be divided by its ordinances; the number of
which wards shall not exceed seven. And at such annual
meetings there shall be chosen by said city, by a plurality of Mayor elected as
ballots, a mayor, who shall be the chief executive officer of chief executi~e
officer ; duties
said city, and conservator of the peace therein, and have for and powers.
that purpose, and especially for the suppression of riots and
tumults within the limits of said city, all the powers of a
sheriff of the county of Hartford, including due authority to
raise the power of the county and the militia thereof, which
authority shall be obeyed in the same manner and under the
same penalties as that of sheriffs in like cases; and the mayor
shall also have all the power necessary to the due execution of
the ordinances of said city, when in such ordinance he shall
be directed to execute the same ; and he shall hold his office
for two years, and until his successor shall be chosen: a city
marshal, who shall have within the limits of said city the City Marshal.
same power and authority as sheriffs of counties, and be liable
for neglect of duty in tbe same manner ; and shall, in case of
riots within said city, be subject to the direction of the mayor; and said marshal shall be empowered to appoint deputy
marshals, with like power, not exceeding two in number: a
clerk, who shall record all the votes and proceedings of said City c1erk.
city, and whose records shall have like validity, as evidence
and otherwise, with those of town clerks: a treasurer, who Treasurer.
shall have the same power and authority as town treasurers,
and shall be accountable to said city: a water commissioner, Wat.er
who shall hold his office for four years from the time of his Commissioner.
election : a collector, who shall collect all taxes imposed by Collector.
said city: and an auditor of city accounts. At the annual A.uditor.
meeting of said city, holden next after this act shall take effect, to wit, on the second Monday of April, A. D., 1860, for
the choice of the aforesaid officers, there shall be chosen, by
plurality vote in each ward, from among the electors entitled Aldermen and
to vote therein, two aldermen and four common councilmen; ~ommonhcoun•
cllmen; ow
and one of said aldermen chosen in each ward shall hold of- chosen.
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Electors.

:flee for one year, and the other for two years, and ·until their
successors are chosen and qualified; and in case of a tie vote,
vacancy, bow fit- the vacancy in the office of alderman or common coun~ilman,
1
~ct, in case or a shall be :filled at a new election, to be held on the next day,
tie vote .
for the special purpose of filling said vacancy; and at all subsequent annual meetings, held for the choice of the aforesaid
officers, there shall be chosen, as aforesaid, in each ward, one
alderman and four common councilmen ; and such alderman
shall hold his office for two years, and until his successor shall
be chosen and qualified. And all the aforesaid officers, whose
term is not hereinbefore prescribed, shall hold office for one
year, and until others are chosen and qualified in their
stead.
SEC. 3. Every elector in the state, residing in said city, at
Electors qualifications.
the time of any city meeting, and who shall have resided in
said city four months next preceding tlie day of said meeting,
may vote in such meeting: provided always, that no person
not legally settled in the town of Ilartford, shall vote in city
meeting until he shall have resided in said city one year next
preceding the day of said meeting : and, provided further, that
no person shall vote in any ward meeting, held for the choice
of city officers, unless he shall have resided in such ward sixty days next preceding the day of said ward meeting. If any
person, otherwise qualified to vote in said city meeting, shall
have removed from one ward to another within said sixty
days, he shall be entitled to vote in the ward in which he
last resided before his removal.
City cterk to preSEC. ±. The clerk of the city of Ilartford shall, during the
pare a list of city week next preceding the time of holding any annual city
-,.oters.
meeting for the choice of city officers of said city, prepare a
list, as nearly perfect as is practicable, of the names of all
persons entitled to vote in each and every ward of said city,
at the said city meeting, and of the street in which each such
person resides, and the number of location of his residence in
such street; which names shall be duly arranged in alphabetical order; for which services said city clerk shall be paid
a reasonable compensation from the city treasury ; and any
elector of such city shall be entitled to demand and receive
of such city clerk a copy of any list so made as aforesaid, on
paying therefor the same fees as town clerks are by law enti-
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Presiding Officer.

tled to receive for copies of records. The presiding officer of
every ward meeting may receive the votes of all persons ward meetings,
whose names are on the ward list prepared as aforesaid, un- a~~dutiesofpre· htof any sueh person to vote at sa1'd war d meeting
• s1d1ng officers.
1ess t h e rig
• is challenged ; and if any person whose name is not on said
list shall offer to vote at said meeting, such person shall thereupon be required to inform the presiding officer of said ward
meeting of the street in which he resides, and the number or
location of his residence in such street, and the said presiding
office~, if of the opinion that the person so offering to vote is
legally entitled so to do, shall thereupon see that the name of
such person, and of said treet, and said number or location,
is entered upon said list, and may then receive his vote, unless the right of such person so to vote is challenged. In case
any person offering to vote at any such ward meeting, shall
have wilfully refused to furnish to the city clerk, or to the
proper presiding officer, full and satisfactory information of his
name, the street in which he resides, and the number or location of his residence, said presiding officer shall not allow
such person to cast his vote at such meeting. If the vote of
any person shall be challenged as aforesaid, it shall be the
duty of the presiding officer, before receiving such vote, if
thereto requested by the challenger, to adminii3ter an oath to
the person offering to vote, and to make due enquiry into the
right of such person to vote, and to hear and determine such
challenge; and if of the opinion that such person is entitled
to vote at such ward meeting, to cause his name and residence
to be registered as aforesaid, and to receive his vote. Any
person who shall be guilty of wilful false swearing, when False swearing
examined as aforesaid, by any presiding officer, shall be liable ao d false sta~e.
f
.
d 'f
d
ment; penalties
to the pena1ties o perJury i an 1 any person not un er oath, and forfeit.
shall wilfully give a false statement, when so examined by
the presiding officer, relative to the right of himself or any
other person to vote, he shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars
to the treasury of the state.
SEC. 5. Such presiding officer shall check or cause to be List to be checkchecked the name of each person voting at such ward meet- ed and returned
ino- at the time his vote shall be received and shall erase or to the city clerk"s
bl
'
office
cause to be erased from said list the name of ev~ry person
·
who shall be found not entitled to vote at such ward meeting,

•
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Expenditures.

in manner aforesaid; and, within twenty-four hours after the
final adjournment of said meeting, the said list, with the
marks and checks thereon, shall, by such presiding officer, be
lodged in the office of the city clerk, where the same shall be
kept on file, and carefully preserved.
courtorcommon
SEC. 6. There shall be a court of common council of said
Cou~cil shall
city,
which shall consist of two separate
branches, a board of
cons1St of.
.
aldermen and the common council board, who shall convene
separately, except in the cases hereinafter specified; and in
whom shall be vested the government, control and management of said city, its property and its affairs, subject to the
exceptions hereinafter set forth. The board of aldermen shall
be composed of all the aldermen of said city, and the common council board of all the common councilmen of said city ;
and each branch of each court shall be final judge of the election returns, and the validity of elections, and qualifications
Mayor's approval of its own members.
Every vote, resolution, ordinance or
ofvotes, &c.
by-law, in the passage of which both the branches of said
court shall have concurred by a majority of each, shall be
submitted to the mayor for bis approval; and if not by him
disapproved, the same shall become valid and effectual as a
corporate act of said city ; if disapproved, the same shall be
by him returned to the next court of common council, each
board of which shall thereupon reconsider the vote, resolution, ordinance or by-law, and if a majority of each board
shall thereupon concur in again adopting or enacting the same,
it shall thereupon become a valid, corporate act: it being exExpenditure Jim, pressly provided, that no vote or resolution of said common
ted to $10,000.
. a publ"1c work or improvement,
.
counci·1, ordermg
wh'1ch sh-a11
require an expenditure of more than ten thousand dollars,
shall be obligatory on the city, unless approved by a majority vote of a city meeting, duly warned and holden for that
purpose; which vote shall be by ballot.
Power to lay out
SEC. 7. Said court of common council shall have exclusive
highways, st reets power to lay out make and establish within the same new
parks and walks ; .
'
.
'
to discontinue
highways, streets, pubhc parks and walks, whenever they
and exchange
deem it for the public good so to do, or to alter the lines and
th
e same.
location of those already laid out, and discontinue the same,
and exchange highways for highways, or sell highways for
the purpose of purchasing other highways; to establish build-
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Public Work.

' ----------------------------ing lines on the land of proprietors adjoining any street, high- Building lines.
way, alley, park or walk, within said city, between which and
such street, highway, alley, park or walk, no building or part
of a building, or appurtenance thereof shall be set up or erected ; also, to order and establish openings between buildings, Openings.
for the purpose of free circulation of air for the benefit of the
public health; to cause low grounds, where water at any time Drain 10w
becomes stagnant, to be raised, filled up or drained; also, to grounds.
lay out, construct and alter public sewers through the high- Public sewers.
ways, streets, (including turnpike roads,) alleys and public
grounds within said city, and also through the private enclosures within the same ; to order and construct and alter side- Side walks, gutwalks, gutters and crosswalks in and upon all highways, ters and cross
streets, (incuding turnpike roads,) alleys and public grounds walks.
within said city, according to the grade and plan, and of such
material as shall be designated by said court; also, to establish and designate districts of said city, within which it shall Establish fire
not be lawful to erect, enlarge or elevate, or into or within limits.
which it shall not be lawful to remove any wooden building,
except by license of said court ; also, to cause to be made and Make and repair
repaired and altered, highways, streets, parks and public Turnpikes.
grounds, within said city, and sidewalks and cross-walks, upon said highways, streets, or public grounds; to assume for
said city the duty of making and repairing any part of any
turnpike company's road within said city; also, to lay taxes Lay taxes.
on the polls and rateable estate within the limits of said city,
sufficient to defray all lawful expenses incurred by said city,
according to the corporte powers hereby granted or recognized; and whenever any public work shall have been lawful- Public work
ly laid out or altered by said court of common council, said assessment.
court may assess a proportion:;i.l sum of the expense oflaying
out, altering and making such public work, (including highways, streets, sidewalks, gutters, sewers, parks, public walks,
openings between buildings, the establishment of building
lines, sidewalks and cross-walks, draining low grounds or :filling up the same,) upon any person or persons specially benefited thereby, and estimate the just proportion of such expense
which such person should defray, and enforce the collection of
the same : provided always, that before taking any land or pri- Provided always,
. uses afiorsa1"d , sa1"d court k'that before ta-d
vate property fior any of t h e publ1c
rng any 1an .
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shall agree with the owner or owners thereof, as to the damage
done thereby; or shall cause a fair appraisal thereof and just
compensation therefor to be made to the owner or owners
thereof, by payment or deposit of such damages or compensation, for the benefit of such owner or owners: and provi'ded
Provided
farther, that it shall be the duty of said court to enact ordifurther.
nances containing suitable provision for giving notice to all
persons interested in any property so taken, of the proceedings of said court in that behalf, and of the appraisal of damProvidedfurther, ages: and provided farther, that an appeal shall be allowed
th
at appeals
to any person ao-o-rieved by an appraisal of damao-es or asshall be allowed
oo
.
C?
to any person
sessment of betterments to any Judge of the superior court,
aggrieved.
within sixty days after public notice shall be given of such
appraisal or assessment; which appeal shall be a suitable petion in writing for a re-appraisal or re-assessment, with a citation attached thereto, and returnable in not less than eight
nor more than twelve days after its date, and served at least
:five days before the return day, upon the city clerk; and said
ju<lge shall have, for the purpose of disposing of said appeal,
all the powers of the superior court, and may proceed by
committee, jury or otherwise, to re-assess said damages or
benefits, and give judgment accordingly; and, if said damAward of costs. ages are increased, or said assessments of benefits is reduced, award costs against said city; and, if the said damages
are not increased, or if said assessment of benefits is not reduced, award costs against the appellants; and shall in all cases
issue execution, if necessary, in favor of said city, for the
amount of damages or benefits affixed by said re-assessments,
and in favor of either party for costs, to be taxed as upon
civil process in the superior court.
CourtofCommon
SEC. 8.
The court of common council shall have power, by
Council have
a majority of the members of each branch, present and absent,
power to make,
b"
h
l d'
l f
alter and repeal su ~ect to t e approva or 1sapprova o the mayor, as aforeordinances for
said, to make, alter and repeal ordinances, for the following
certain purposes.

purposes:

T.o regulate trade, markets and commerce, and to regulate
weights and measures, in conformity with the lawful standards thereof, within the limits of said city:
To manage, regulate, and control the :finances and property, real and personal, of the city, and regulate the borrowing
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Make, alter, and repeal.

of money by the city for any purpose for which said court
are authorized to lay taxes under the restrictions of this act:
to provide for the due authentication, execution and delivery
of deeds, grants, and releases of city property and evidences of
debt issued by said city: to prevent and secure the removal
of all nuisances injurious to health or offensive to the public,
at the expense of the owner of the premises where such nuisance exists, or otherwise: for the laying out, altering, establishing and making highways, streets, parks, public grounds and
walks, openings for the circulation of air, building lines, drnins
and sewers : to drain and raise low lands : to make, repair,
purify, light, and keep open and safe for public use and
travel, and free from encroachment or obstruction, the streets,
highways, passways and public grounds and places in said
city, which is hereby constituted a highway district by itself:
to secure the safety of persons passing through or in the
same, by regulating fire works, shows, parades and rendezvous, processions and music, the speed of animals, vehicles
and cars, the running at large of animals through or in any
part of said city, and the impounding of the same : to protect
and preserve tre~s and other ornaments of public places : to
regulate or prohibit the excavation or opening of streets, highways, and public grounds, for public or private purposes, and
the location of any work or thing therein, whether temporary or permanent, upon or under the surface thereof, and the
removal of buildings upon or through the same : to keep the
ame quiet and orderly and free from undue noise upon the
Lord's day ; and regulate and prohibit the ringing of bells,
and crying of goods in said city ; and to protect the state house
yard in said city, and all things appertaining thereto : to restrain cruelty to animals and inhuman sports: to prescribe
the forms of proceeding in all cases of taking land for public
use within said city, not specially prescribed in this act: to
prevent vice and immoraMy, preserve public peace and good
order, prevent and quell riots and disorderly assemblages,
suppress gambling houses and houses of ill fame, and disorderly houses; and to confer upon the mayor and police officers of the city all pow~rs necessary for such purposes: to
prohibit, restrain, license and regulate all sports, exhibitions,
public amusements and performances, and billiard and bowling saloons, within said city:
·
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To regulate or prohibit swimming or bathing in public or
exposed places within said city: to prevent and punish tresTrespass-is.
passes in gardens, cemeteries and enclosures, anµ public
buildings:
To regulate the burial of the dead, and provide for the
Burial of the
dead.
registration and return of the deaths and burials in said
city:
Taxation.
To regulate the mode of taxation for city purposes :
Police force.
To provide and regulate and prescribe the duties of a city
watch, and city police force; and to confer upon city watchmen and policemen the ordinary powers of constables of
towns, within the limits of said city; and to punish the resistance, hindrance or obstruction of public officers in the discharge of their duty :
Fire Department
To organize and regulate a fire department and fire appaaud fires.
ratus: to protect said city from exposure to fire, regulate the
mode of building and the materials used for building or altering buildings within said city, or any part thereof, and the
mode of using any buildings therein, when such regulations
seem expedient for the purpose of preserving said city from
the dangers of fire :
To license and regulate public hacks or carriages, the charPublic Hacks.
ges of hackmen and public drivers, cartmen and truckmen :
To prohibit and regulate the bringing in, carrying out or
Gunpowder.
through, or storing, gunpowder in said city:
To provide forms of oaths for all officers of said city electOaths.
ed by city meeting, or ~ppointed b_y the court of the common
council:
Width of streets,
To regulate the width of streets, highways and alleys:
&c.
To provide for the manner of warning city meetings, and
Warnings of
meetings of the court of common council, and times and plameetings.
ces of holding the same :
To provide for the filling of vacancies which may occur in
Vacancies.
any office appertaining to said city, or may exist in consequence of a tie-vote at any city election, for the unexpired
term of such office :
Bonds and pen•
To provide for bonds and sureties. of any officer chosen by
alties.
said city or by said court of common council, and penalties
for the refusal of any such officer or of any juror of the city

Swimming or
bathing.
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court to serve : to provide for the election ancl prescribe the Election and duduties of city surveyors, port wardens, coroners, street com- ties of certain
missioners, public weighers, officers of the fire department, officers.
sealers of weights and measures, health officers, inspectors of
any kind of produce of the United States, brought to said
city for sale or exhibition, and such other functionaries as
are proper for the administration of the affairs of said city,
and the proper regulation of trade and commerce thereof:
To provide for the election and prescribe the duties of officers of said court, including the clerks of each board:
To provide for the mode of keeping of the accounts of Keeping or acsnid city :
counts.
To prescribe the place and manner of holding the annual
election of saiJ city in the wards thereof; to designate the
persons who shall preside at said election, and who may examine persons offering to vote under oath ; the mode of balloting and conducting such elections, and all the incidents Electionsannua1.
thereof, except in matters expressly regulated by this act; to
provide for or continue the division of said city into wards
for the election of all city officers; to prevent illegal voting
at city meetings: to regulate the duties of the collector of collection <,f
city taxes, and to provide the mode of collecting the same : taxes.
To confer the freedom of the city on persons living out of Freedom of the
the limits of the same:
city.
To regulate the location of stationary steam boilers, barns Steam boilers,&c.
and out-houses, sinks ancl drains, in said city:
To prescribe the salaries and compensation of all officers of Salaries ancl
said city, and the duties of such officers, not expressly defi- compenaauon.
ned by the provisions of this act:
To carry out all the powers conferred and duties imposed
on said court by the seventh section of this act:
To prevent illegal practices with dead bodies in medical Dead bodies.
institutions or elsewhere i said city:
To prescribe the mode of appointing a coroner, his duties coroner and .1u and compensation, and the duties and compensation of other ries of Inquest ·
persons engaged in proceedings by or before such coroner,
including juries of inquest; which said coroner, for the purpose of arresting persons suspected of being the cause of the
death of another, and summoning juries of inquest, shall have
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all the power of justices of the peace ; and his process shall be
returnable to the police court of said city, in which court he
shall have, relative to such suspected person, all the powers
of a grand juror :
To provide that assessment of benefits for any public work
Assessment lien
on land
shall be a lien upon the land or real estate, on account of
which said assessment is made ; which lien may be foreclosed
at the suit of the city, in the same manner as a mortgagedincumbrance:
Remov:al of offiTo provide for the removal or expulsion of any officer, on
cers.
account of corruption or misfeasance in office:
To prescribe oaths of city officers, and to authorize the
Oath.
mayor to administer oaths in all courts:
To prescribe the time and place of holding the courts of
Courts of the
city.
said city, where no express provision is made concerning the
same in this act :
PenaltiesandforAnd said court of common council may impose and inflict
feitures recovera.- penalties and forfeitures of goods and chattels, for the violable.
tions of such ordinance; which penalties and forfeitures shall
be recoverable by the attorney of the city before the city
court in an action of debt, brought in the name of the city of
Ilartford, for the use of the city treasury ; and in such action
no appeal shall be allowed. The violation of any ordinance
or by-law relative to nuisances injurious to health, illegal voting, obstruction of highways, if malicious, illegal charges of
hackmen, and weights and measures, or any by-law or ordinance designed to prevent vice, immorality or disorder, or
the obstruction and resistance of officers, shall be a misdeMisdemeanor.
meanor, and may be prosecuted as such before the city police
court, like other offences, which court may inflict therefor the
penalty named in such by-law, and enforce the same in the
same manner as other judgements of said city police court are
Provided.
enforced ; provided, that no penalty, or forfeiture of goods,
other than such forfeiture as shali indirectly accrue by the
abatement of nuisances, shall exceed the sum of fifty dollars
for a single offence; except in the case of the illegal sale and
transportation of gunpowder, for which, when the quantity
of the same sold or transported exceeds twenty-five pounds,
a penalty at the rate of one dollar per pound for the excess
may be imposed. In addition to said penalty, said court may
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City Court.

by their ordinances, subject to four-fold city taxation, any Four-fold city
building erected or added to, or removed, or located, in viola- taxation.
tion of any by-law or ordinance designed to save said city
from the perils of fire, or to keep streets and public places
free from encroachment and obstructions.
*SEC. 9. Every ordinance of said city shall be published ordinances pubten days at least in two or more daily papers issued within lished.
the city of Hartford, before it shall take effect; and the certificate of the city clerk upon the record of such ordinance,
that the same has been so published, shall be prima facie evidence thereof, in any suit or proceeding; and no ordinance
shall be valid if repugnant to the laws of the state.
SEC. 10. The mayor shall be. the presiding
officer of the Mayor the presi.
board of aldermen, and of all jomt convent10ns of the court ding officer.
of common council, and be empowered to give a casting vote
in all cases where the action of either said board or convention shall result in a tie. The city clerk shall be ex-offido
clerk of the board of aldermen ; and the common council Clerks.
board may choose a clerk who shall not be a member of said
board. It shall be the duty of the board of aldermen to
choose one of their own number as acting president .of said Acting President,
board, who shall have all the powers and discharge all the
duties of the mayor during the absence of the mayor or any
temporary vacancy in the office of mayor. One half of either Quorum.
board of the court of common council shall constitute :1 quorum thereof. The six aldermen, among those chosen at the
first annual meeting, who shall hold office for two years, shall
be designated by lot within ten days after said meeting; and
lots shall be drawn under the superintendence of the mayOT,
who shall certify the result of said drawing in some public
manner.
SEC. 11.
A city
court of said city shall continue to be c·1ty court sh al1
.
.
•
holden m said city on the first Monday of each month ; and continue to be
to have power to adjourn from time to time; and shall con- holden.
tinue to have cognizance of the cases of which it now has jurisdiction by virtue of the original charter of said city, and of
subsequent amendments thereof; and its jurisdiction is hereby declared to embrace all cases either at law or in equity,
whenever the cause of action shall arise or have arisen with'!!:Amended, see page 31.
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in the limits of said city, or concerns land within said limits,
and one or both parties live within the same, and anv suit or
action that may be commenced in favor of any bank, lo..;ated in
said city, upon any writing ob~igatory, payable by the terms
of it at said bank, or endorsed to said bank. Said city court
shall continue to have power to :proceed io try, decide and
enforce juclgment and execution, in cases within its jurisdiction, in the same manner as the superior court; and its executions shall be served n.ncl returned in the same manner as
superior court executions. An appeal shall be allowed and
certified in clue form of law at the first term to which any
uit at law is returnable, and before trial to the jury, from
the judgment or determination of said city court in such suit,
when the matter in demand exceeds one hundred dollars, to
the next superior court to be holden in Ilartford county ; but
if it shall appear to the court that such appeal is taken for
delay only, then such court TUay at their discretion, upon application of the pfaintiff at the term when such judgment is
rnndered, grant execution for the amount of such judgment,
notwitbstanding the appeal, and the same may be enforced
according to law; provided, that ihe plaintiff before taking
out execution, shall enter into a recognizance before said
court, with two sufficient sureties, in double the value of the
property or sum recovered by said judgment, that he will,
within one week after final judgment in the appellate court,
fully restore the property taken, and repay the sum collected
by virtue of said execution, (including fees for levying the
same,) with interest on such entire sums, to the full extent to
which such judgment shall be reversed and reduced upon
such final judgment ; and no appeal shall be allowed on any
suit commenced on said recognizances.
SEC. 12. Said court shall continue to be composed of a
recorder, who shall be chief judge, and two associate judges
of said court; a~d, after the expiration of the term of the present recordP.r and judges, the recorder shall hold office for two
years, and until his successor shall be appointed; and the associate judges for one year, and until their successors shall be
appointed; and they shall be appointed by a major vote of
the entire court of common council, in joint convention assembled, at such time as the by-laws or ordinances of said city
,hall prescribe. And said court shall appoint and swear a
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clerk of such court, who shall continue in office during pleas- Clerk of the
ure, and shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of his duties, same.
and shall give bonds therefor, if required to do so by the bylaws or ordinances of said city; and the said clerk shaH have,
in matters pertaining to said court, the same authority as
clerks of the superior court. And an attorney of the city, City Attorney.
who shall be counsel to the corporation, and whose duties
and compensation shall be fixed by a by-law or ordinance of
said city, shall be appointed in the same manner as the recorder, at such time as said ordinance shall prescribe, and
shall hold office for one year, and until his successor shall be
appointed and qualified.
SEC. 13. If any member of said court shall be absent or
. al'fi
d h
· · • d
h
h b
Temporary va•
d1squ
1 e , t e remammg JU ges, w enever sue a sence or cancy provided
disqualification is not waived by the parties to the suit on for.
trial, may fill the vacancy or vacancies by calling in place of
each absent judge a justice of the peace residing in the county of Hartford; and the court so constituted shall be, for the
time being, the city court. If all the judges shall be absent Provision for the
or disqualified at any time when said court should be hol- absence orau the
den according to law, the mayor shall designate three justices Judges.
of the peace of the county of Ilartford to hold said court, who
shall, for the time being, constitute such court. Vacancies for Yacu.ncie .
the unexpired term of any judge shall be filled in the same
manner as said judges are to be appointed. Continuances
and defaults of cases may be ordered and caused to be enter. ed, by any one judge or two judges of said court, if no more
are present. The taxable fees of the city court shall be pre- Taxable Fees.
scribed by a by-law or ordinance of said city. All appeals
from judgements rendered by justices of the peace residing
within the said city shall continue to be taken and allowed,
as by law provided, to the city court.
SEC. 14. Whenever final judgment or decree is rendered
in said court in any cause in which a party may be entitled writ or error.
to a writ of error to the superior court, such party may, in
the same term and within twenty four hours after final judgment or decree, file his motion that the record in such cause
may be transmitted to the next superior court in Hartford
county; and thereupon such city court shall have the same Transmission of
· h rei.erence
~
·
·
t o the su- Records.
powers wit
to sueh mot10ns
as are given
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perior court, upon similar motions in the superior court, for
the transmission of records to the su prcme court of errors
and upon the allowance of such motion, a copy of the record
shall he entered on file in the next superior court for said
county, which shall proceed therein as on a writ of error,
and said city court may, upon allowing said motion, stay execution whenever it shall think proper so to do.
SEC. 15. When the defendant who is sued to said city
Writ, returnable court at law or in equity lives within the limits of saicl city,
when.
the writ shali be served upon him at least six days before the
sitting of the court to which the same is returnable; but if
the defendant lives without the limits of the city, the writ
shall be served at least twelve days before the sitting of the
court ; and all writs returnable to the city court shall be returned to said court before the first opening thereof.
SEC. 16. In case ::my sheriff, deputy sheriff or constable
shall not serve a writ directed to and received by him, that is
returnable to the city court, or shall neglect to make return
Neglect or false of said writ, or shall make a false return thereof, and a suit
for such default be brought aguinst him to such city court
return. '
by the person, his executor or administrator, in whose favor
the suit issued, and the defendant be found in default, the
court, over and above awarding just damages to the party,
shall, on said suit, set a suitable fine upon the defendant, according to the nature of the case, and may issue execution
for the same, which :fine shall be to the treasury of the
city.
SEC. 17. r~rhe board of aldermen shall hold a special meetJurors of City
.
.
.
mg, at such trme and place as the by-laws or ordmances of
Court.
said city shall prescribe, for the choice of not less than seventy nor more than one hundred and fifty electors of said
city to serve as jurors at said city co.u rt; provided, that the
Provided.
judges thereof may try and decide all issues of fact which
come before them, by themselves, or by a jury of six, when
the parties shall agree to it. The mode of returning the
names of the ·city jurors, and of putting the same in a box for
the purpose of drawing the same, and of summoning said jurors, and the form of the oath by them to be taken, shall be
fixed by ordinance of sai<l. city.
City Police Court.
SEC. 18. There shall continue to be a city police court es-
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tablished arid holden within and for said oity, the judge of Police Judg,e.;
which shall be appointed in the ame manner as the recorder
of said city, and hold his office for the term of one year, and
until his successor shall be chosen and sworn. Ile shall continue to have and exercise the jurisdiction and powers relative to and over criminal ca. es (including ca es where sureties of the person and good behavior are required,) arising
within the incorporated limits of the city and on Connecticut
river opposite said city, now vested by law in justices of the
peace within towns; which jurisdiction and powers shall continue to be exclusive; provided, that no magistrate shall be ProvidQd,
prohibited hereby from issuing warrants for the arrest of offenders, or from exercis.ing jurisdiction in all prosecutions under the act for the suppression of intemperance, or from di charging any ministerial duty or office now by law impo ed
upon him ; but all warrants on account of any offence within
the jurisdiction of said police court, except under aid act,
shall require the offender to be brought before the said police
court, there to be dealt with according to law. Said court
shall have authority, subject to the provisions of this act, to
hear and determine charges for crimes and misdemeanors Crimes a.nu
committed within the limits of the city of Ilartford, the pun- misdemeanor; .
ishment of which, as prescribed by law, does not exceed a
fine of two hundred dollars, or six months imprisonment in a
common jail, work house or city penitentiary, or such fine
and imprisonment both; and in all such cases said court may
proceed to trial, render final judgment thereon, and grant a
warrant for the execution thereof, according to law. But in
all cases the person convicted may appeal from the judgment Persons may
of said police court to the superior court next to be holden in appeal, except
the county of Hartford, except when the convictions shall be wben.
for the crimes of profane cursing and swearing, and sabbath
breaking: provided, that he gives such bond on the appeal
as said court shall order, payable to the treasurer of the county of Ilartford, conditioned for the appearance of the person
so convicted, before the superior court, to answer concerning
the offence whereof he stands charged, and to abide the judgment that may be rendered by the court last aforesaid. If
the crime charged against the accused shall, in any case, be of
so aggravated a nature as to require a greater punishment
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than is above specified, the accused shall be by said police
court bound over to the next superior court having cognizance of such offence, in the same manner as is provided in
cases of binding over by justices of the peace in and by the
one hundred and forty-eighth section of the sixth title of th
revised statutes of this state. Said court shall have and apc1erk of Police point a clerk, who shall keep a record of the same, and certify
court.
its proceedings, whose duties, compensation, bond, (including
his duties relative to the payment of prosecuting officers,)
shall be regulated by city ordinance.
SEC. 19. Presentments or complaints in any criminal matter cognizable by said police court, may be made to the same
by any grand juror of the town of Ilartford or the attorney
for the city of Hartford; and said court shall exercise the
same powers in relation to the issuing of process against persons so complained of, and the granting of a summons or capias for witnesses, as are conferred upon justices of the peace,
in and by the one hundred and fifty-seventh section of the
sixth title of the revised statutes of this state. Process issued by or returnable to said police court, may be served by
the sheriff or deputy sheriff of Ilartford county, or the marhal or deputy marshals of said city, or any constable of the
town of Ilartford, or any policeman or watchman of said city,
who shall severally receive therefor the fees now prescribed
by law for like services by constables of towns. ..Whenever
information shall be given to the judge of the city police
court of the city of Hartford, of the commission of any crim.
inal offence within the jurisdiction of said court, said court
may inquire into the truth of the same, and issue a warrant
:Bench Warrant.
or bench warrant fior the arrest of the person or persons complained of, and proceed to trial and render judgment concerning said person or persons, without any previous presentment
by an informing officer.
Officers to arrest
It shall be lawful for all officers by law authorized to
without previous serve process issued by and returnable to the city police
complaint or
court, and it shall be their duty, to arrest, without previous
warrant .
complaint and warrant, all such persons as are guilty of drunkenness, vagrancy, disorderly conduct, breaches of the peace,
and common assaults, and other offences, when such offence8
shall be committed within the jnriRrliction of said court, and
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such offenders shall be taken and apprehended in the act, or
on peedy information of others; and it shall be lawful for
said court to proceed to trial and render judgment, without
previous complaint and warrant, upon persons so arrested, in
the same manner as if they had been arrested upon proce
issued by said court.
SEC. 20. Whenever any person shall be arraigned before
said city police court, for drunkenne s, vagrancy, disorderly
conduct, or a breach of the peace, said court may indefinitely
suspend the rendition of judgment concerning him, whenever such forbearance shall eem to the court required by the
age of the accused, or the circumstances under which the offence was committed.
SEC. 21. Before entering upon the trial of any criminal
cause, the said police court may adJ. ourn the hearing or trial M ay ad';ourn.
thereof from time to time, not exceeding fifteen days, unless
said court, upon good cause shown, may deem a longer time
necessary for the purpose of procuring material testimony,
which time shall not exceed ninety days. And said court, if
the offence charged shall be bailable, and good and sufficient
bail is at the time of any adjournment, or during the period nan.
of adjournment, offered, shall take the same, conditioned that
the person charged sha11 appear before said court at the day
to which the hearing or trial is adjourned, and then, and at all
times thereafter, abide the final order or judgment of said
court. If the case is within the final jurisdiction of said police court, the bond of recogniza~ce shall be payable to the
city treasurer, otherwise to the county or state treasurer, as
the nature of the offence shall require.
SEC. 22. Said police court is hereby required to charge
and tax, for the use of the city of Hartford, in any criminal Fees.
proceedings, such clerk fees as are allowed by law to the
clerks of the city court, and also one dollar for the trial of each
cause, and one dollar duty on each appeal: and the fee of the
prosecuting officer, who shall make any complaint or presentment, shall be the same as those provicied by law for grandjurors of towns, and payable from the city treasury; and all
such fees of the prosecuting officer shall be taxed and received by the clerk in favor of the city of Hartford. Said police
court may establish rules of practice concerning the reduc-
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tion or disallowance of fees now taxable by said court, in
cases where the negligence of any ministerial 01' informing of.
fleer, or the discharge of the accused for want of evidence,
or the insufficiency of the service rendered, or other circumtances, shall render such reduction or disallowance expedient in the view of said court in the exercise of its sound
discretion.
All moneys collected by the clerks of the police court, and
city court, shall be 'paid into the city treasury; all fines paid
after commitment shall be received by the keeper of the jail,
work-house or penitentiary, where the offender shall be confined, and by such keeper paid to the city treasurer within
thirty days after the receipt thereof:
SEC. 23. Whenever any person shall be sentenced to confinement in the common jail of said county, orin any workhouse therein, it shall be the duty of the sheriff of Hartford county and his deputies, of the city marshals, and of
any constable or city watchman, or policeman, resident within the town of Ilartford, to convey all persons, so sentenced,
without delay, to the appointed place of confinement, and deliver them to the keeper thereof, who shall receive and imprison such persons, and employ them according to the rule..,,
regulations and discipline of such places of confinement,
during the term for which they shall severally be sentenced and committed, or until they are discharged according
to law.
Tt shall be lawful for said police court, at its discretion, to
order any person brought before said court, on any criminal presentment, to be committed to any reform school or
other institution now or hereafter to be established within
this ·state for juvenile offenders; and the proper officer of
such institution shall receive and keep such persons, according to the rules and discipline of the same. It shall be lawful for the city of Hartford to authorize and establish a city
penitentiary, for the confinement of persons sentenced to be
City Penitentiary committed by said police court: the rules, regulations and
discipline of which said city penitentiary, when erected, may
be ordered and established in and by any city ordinances
relating thereto, which shall thereafter be enacted in due form
of law.
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2±. '11here shall continue to be a board of five water Board of Water
commissioners of said city; and the present commissioners commisRioners.
hall hold office until the expiration of the terms for which
· they were chosen, and unt.il their respective successors shall
be elected ancl qualified. One commissioner shall be chosen
annually by the court of common council from among the
members thereof, at such time as the ordinances of said city
hall prescribe. The water commissioners that hall be hereafter chosen by city meeting shall hold office for the term of
four years, and succeed the commissioners whose terms shall
then have e~ pired. Said board shall continue to be empowered to take and convey, for and in behalf of said city, from ~owers au d tlll. h .
f ties of.
the Connecticut river, at some point near or with mt e city o
Ilartford, such supply of water as the convenience and neces'ity of the inhabitants of said city may require ; and to take
and hold for and in behalf of said city, lands or other estate
neces ary for the construction of any canals, acqueducts, reservoirs, or other works for conveying or containing water, or
for the erection and construction of any buildings or machinery, or for laying any pipes or conductors for conveying
water into or through said city, or to secure and maintain any
portion of the water works ; and in general to do any other
act necessary or convenient for accomplishing the purposes
of supplying aid city with water; and to distribute said water through said city; to establish public hydrants; to prosecute or defend any action or process at law or in equity, by
the name of the ''Board of Water Commissioners of the City
of Hartford," against any person or persons or corporation,
for the breach of any contract, express or implied, relating to
the performance of any work or labor upon said water
works, or the management of the same, or the distribution
of the water, or for money due for the use of the water, or
for any injury, or tre pass, or nuisance affecting the water,
machinery, pipes, buildings, apparatus or other things under
their superintendence, or for any improper use of the water,
or any wasting thereof, or upon any contract or promise
made with and to them as water commissioners, or with their
predecessors or successors in office ; and said board shall be
recrarderl as a corporation for the purpose of suing and being
ued. Said board are hereby authorized to enter in and upEC.
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on any land or water for the purpose of making surveys,
and to agree with the owner or owners of any property or
franchise, which may be required for the purposes of thi
act, as to the amount of compensation to be paid to such
owner or owners for the same. And in case of disagreement
Disagreement as
.
to the amount of between said board and any owner or owners as to such
damages.
compensation, or a's to the amount of damages which ought
to be awarded to any person claiming to be injured in his estate by the doings of said commissioners, or in case any such
owner shall be an infant, or married woman, or insane, or
absent from this state, or unknown, or the owner of a cont:i.nApplication to gent or uncertain interest, either judge of the supreme court
Judge of
of errors may, on the application of either party, cause such
Supreme Court. notice to be given of said application as said judge shall see
fit to prescribe, and after proof thereof may nominate and appoint three disinterested persons to examine such property a
is to be taken for or damaged by the doings of said commissioners, and they being duly sworn to a faithful ·and impartial discharge of their duty, shall estimate the amount ofcompensation which said owners shall receive, and report the
same in writing to the clerk of the superior court for Hartford
county, to be by him recorded. Said judge of the supreme
court of errors may thereupon confirm the doings of said
appraisers, and direct whether said commissioners shall pay
the same, in such manner as said judge may prescribe, in full
compensation for the property acquired or the injury done
by said commissioners ; and, on compliance with the order of
said judge, said commissioners may proceed with the construction of their work without any liability to any further
claim for compensation for damages.
Commissioners
SEC. 25. Said commissioners shall also be empowered to
empoweredtouse make use of the ground or soil under any road, railroad,
nd
certah1. grou · highway, street, private way, lane or alley within this state,
for the purpose of constructing the water works; but shall in
all such cases cause the surface of such road, railroad, highway, street, private way, lane or alley, to be restored to its
usual condition, and all damages done thereto to be repaired,
and all damages sustained by any person or corporation, in
consequen~e of the interruption of travel, to be paid to such
person or corporation.

Power to bargam
for land.
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It hall be the duty of the court of common council of said Ordinance
city to make ordinances prescribing the duties of the board 'made.
of water commissioners not expressly prescribed by this act;
their powers over the water fund of the city of Hartford, and
duties relative thereto; the officers of said board, and their
compensation, and bonds, and oaths, and the powers of said
board over the water works of said city ; and the mode in
which water rents or taxes shall be secured by lien on lots,
houses, tenements, or otherwise, or shall be collected; also,
relative to the proper number of said commissioners to contitute a quorum.
SEC. 26. If any person shall maliciously and wilfully corrupt the water collected or conducted in or into any reservoir, cistern, hydrant, conductor, engine, pipe, or any portion
of the water works of the city of Hartford, or destroy or injure any work, machinery, materials, or property, erected,
constructed, used, or designed to be used within the· city of
Hartford, or elsewhere, for the purpose of procuring and
keeping a supply of water, the city police court of said city
. . d'1ct10n
. of sa1'd ouence,
.!X'
. h t h e Trespass.
sh a11 h ave JUrIS
an d may pums
Penalty.
offender by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by
imprisonment not exceeding one year, or by both fine and
imprisonment. .And sail offender shall also be liable to
treble damages in an action of trespass brought by said
commissioners.
EC. 27. The inhabitants living within the limits of said
city shall be and remain a part of the town of Hartford.
EC. 28. This act shall in no manner impair or qualify
the obligation of any bond, liability, note, contract or debt of
'aid city, or the evidences thereof, and said city shall be liable thereon under the name conferred by this act.
EC. 29. All those parts of the charter of the city of Hartford, and acts amending the same not re-enacted in this act,
and all laws relating to the city of Hartford, inconsistent with
or superseded by the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.
EC. 30. This act may be altered or amended by the
General Assembly; and shall not take effect until the same
-hall have been accepted in the manner following, viz: the

tobe
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mayor of said city shall notify the citizens residing within
the present and proposed boundaries of the same, to meet in
the several wards of said city, at any time not less than six
days from the date of said notice ; and shall then and there
cause the votes of said citizens to be received on the acceptance of this act; which votes shall be by ballot, those in favor of the same voting Y es, and those opposed voting No ;
and said ballots shall be received and counted in the manner
now by law provided for the reception of votes for the choic
of city officers ; and if, on counting the same, it shall appear
that a majority of all the votes are in the affirmative, then thi
act shall be deemed to be accepted, and shall take effect at
such time thereafter as the mayor of said city shall make proclamation of said acceptnnce. And all the present officer
of the city of Hartford elected in city meeting, shall retain
their offices until new officers, with like functions, are chosen under this act ; and all officers of said city appointed by
the court of common council, or by the courts of said city,
shall retain their offices until other officers, with like functions, are appointed or chosen under the provisions of this
act; and all by-laws of said city shall remain in full force and
operation, in the same manner as if this act had not been
passed, until such time as the court of common council, elected under the provisions of this act, shall appoint to be the
time when the same shall become inoperative and void.
Approved, June 24th , 1859.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO "Al, ACT TO ALTER THE CHAR'l'ER OF
THE CITY OF HARTFORD AND TO co rnI J"E SUNDRY PUBLIC TAT TES RELATING THERETO."

Resolved by tliis Assembly :-SEC. 1. That at the city meeting of the city of Hartford, to be called under the provisions
of the act hereinafter named, for the purpose of accepting or
rejecting the same, to wit, "A.n A.ct to alter the charter of the
City of Hartford and to combine sundry public statutes relating thereto," passed by the General Assembly at its present
session, all electors of the State qualified to vote in town
meetings of the town of Hartford, and residing at the time of
said me ting within the territory added to said city by virtue
of said act, shall have the right to vote upon the question of
such acceptance; and. may cast their ballots in such of the
wards described in the following section of this resolution a
they shall then reside within.
EC. 2. At the first annual meeting or election of said city ward boundaries
which shall take place after the acceptance of said act, said
city shall be divided into wards for the purposes of said election, as follows: each of the present ward of said city shall
embrace all of its present limits; and of the territory added
to said city by virtue of said act, the first, second, fourth and
sixth wards shall embrace the following portions; the first
ward shall embrace of said added territory, all the district
west of the track of the Ilartford and Springfield railway
and north of the present limits of said ward, and also north
of Asylum avenue; the sixth ward shall embrace of said added territory, all that lies east of the district last described ;
the second ward shall embrace of said added territory, all
the district lying n uth of Asylum avenue and north of Park
River and of that part of the south fork of said river which
is north of Park-3treet continued; and the fourth ward shall
embrace of said added territory, all the district lying south
of its present limits, and south of the district last described.
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SEC. 3. Upon and after the acceptance of the aforesaid
act by said city, said city shall be liable to refund to any person who shall have theretofore made any expenditure of money for the purpose of extending the street mains of the city
water works, beyond the limits of said city, the amount of
such person's expenditure in that behalf
.Approved, June 23d, 1859.

AUTHORIZING 'rHE CI'l'Y OF HAR'l'lfORD TO ISSUE SCRIP FOR
A SUPPLEMENTARY WATER FUND.

Resolved by tkis Assembly :-That the court of common
council of the city of Hartford, be, and they are hereby authorized and empowered to issue notes, scrip or certificates of
debt, under the corporate name and seal of said city, bearing
interest at no greater rate than six per cent. per annum, to an
amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, the
principal of which said notes, scrip or certificates of debt, shall
be payable at some certain time or times, within twenty-five
years from the issuing of the same, as the said court of common council may direct ; and said court of common council
may prescribe the amount for which said notes, scrip or cer-·
tificates shall be issued, and direct concerning the form thereof, the rate of interest, and the time of payment of the inter•
est which shall accrue thereon; and said scrip or certificates
of debt shall be denominated the "Supplementary Water
Fund of the City of Hartford;" and the avails thereof shall
be applied and expended for water purposes, and for no other purpose whatever; and said notes, scrip or certificate.. ,,
when issued and delivered, shall be obligatory upon said
city and the inhabitants thereof, according to the tenor and
purport of the same. The treasurer of said city of Hartford
shall be trustee of the notes, scrip or certificates of debt, as
hereby authorized, to hold, dispose of, and account for the
ame, subject to the orders and directions of the court of common council, and the provisions of the charter of said city.
Approved, June 6th, 1860.
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Police Comt.

AC'l' TO ALTER

THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF HARTFORD AND TO COMBI E SU DRY PUBLIC STAT TES RELATING THERETO."

Resolved by this Assembly :- EC. 1.- That the ninth section of the act to alter the charter of the city of Hartford
. and to combine sundry public statutes relating thereto7 approved June 24th, 1859, be so amended in the 9th syction of
said act, as to read as follows:SEc. 9. - o ordinance passed by the court of common
.re
.
d
Publication Of
council sh a11 tak e euect unt1l ten a.ys from the passage of Ordinances.
said ordinance, nor until it has been published twice in two
or more daily papers issued within the city of Hartford; and
the clerk of said city shall cause every ordinance passed by
said court of common council to be published without unreasonable delay; and the certificate of the city clerk upon the
record of such ordinance, that the same has been so published, shall be prima facie evidence thereof, in any suit or
proceeding; and no ordinance shall be valid, if repugnant
to the laws of the state.
SEC. 2.
All parts of said ninth section, repugnant herewith, are hereby repealed.
SEC. 3. This act shall take effect from it pa age.
Approved, May 23d, 1860.

1

RELATI G TO THE POLICE COURT OF THE CITY OF HARTFORD.

R esolved by this Assembly :-That in case the judge of the
police court of the city of Hartford shall at any time be disqualified or unable to act in any cause, or in any case that
the duties of the office shall be too great for him reasonably
to perform, he may designate and request any justice of the
peace resident within the city of Hartford, to act as his substitute; and such justice, while· acting under such reque t,
shall have the same power as such judge would have in like
causes.
Approved, June 20th, 1860.

82
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Conn. River.

AMENDING "AN ACT ·ro ALTER 'rHE CHARTER O:B' THE CI'rY
OF HARTFORD AND TO COMBINE SUNDRY PUBLIC STATUTES RELATING THERETO."

Resolved by this Assembly :-That no city tax exceeding
two cents on a dollar of the grand list, computed according
to the systern heretofore in use jn this state, shall be assessed
or levied upon any land or lands within the area and territo- •
ry annexed to and incorporated with the city of Hartford,
by virtue of an act entitled " an act extending the limits of
the city of Hartford," approved June 22d, 1853, so long as
aid land is or shall be used exclusively for farming purposes, or is vacant and unoccupied land: and that all farming
produce, and all stock used in farming, and all implements
of husbandry belonging to persons residing on said territory
so annexed, shall be exempt in the same manner, and to the
same extent, from such city taxation; and that the persons
now and hereafter residing on said territory so added to said
city, and the estate of such persons, both real and personal,
,hall not be liable by such taxation, or in any other mode,
for any bonded debt of said city, or for interest on the same,
contracted in aid of any railroad company: provided, that
this resolution shall not be so construed as to exempt from
liability any property invested in business in said city, and
now liabl_e to taxation for said city debt.
Approved, June 15th, 1860.

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF HARTFORD 'l'O MAKE APPROPRI·
ATIONS FOR IMPROVING THE CHANNEL OF CONNECTICU'l'
RIVER.

Resolved by this Assembly :-That the court of common
council of the city of Hartford be, and they are hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate, at their discretion,
a sum of money not exceeding the sum of two thousand dollars, annually, towards the improvement of the nayjgation of
the Connecticut river; such appropriation to be made and expended at such times, and in such manner, as said court of
common council shall direct.
Approved, July 3d. 1861.
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A MEND! G '11RE CHAR11ER OJi' 'l'IIE

'ITY OJi' HARTFORD.

W herea , owing to the temporary absence of the city clerk
of the city of Hartford, a city clerk pro tempore has been
appointed by the court of common council of said city :
R esolved by this Assembly :-SEC. 1. That the said appointment of said city clerk pro tempore, is hereby valid.ated and
confirmed, and all official acts heretofore done by him while
acting in said capacity, are hereby legalized; and said city
clerk pro tempore, is hereby authorized to perform all the
duties, and is hereby clothed with all the legal authority of
the city clerk of said city, while he continues to act in said
capacity.
SEC. 2. The court of common council of said city are City Clerk,
hereby empowered, in case of the temporary absence or ina- pro tem .
bility of any city clerk of said city, by concurrent vote, to
appoint a city clerk pro tempore, whose official acts, while he
continues in said capacity, shall be of the same binding authority as·the official acts of said city clerk.
Approved, June 25th, 1861.

RELATI G TO '1.' R PIKE

ROAD

I

TH E

CITY

OF HART·

FORD.

Resolved by th£s .A.ssembly:-That whenever any turnpike
company, a portion of whose road lies within the city of
Hartford, shall desire to discontinue that portion of their said
road, they shall give notice thereof, by leaving with the
mayor of said city a written application to that effect; and if
' ·id application shall be favorably considered, and leave
granted by the court of common council of said city, then it
shall be lawful for the directors of such turnpike company to
enter into an agreement in writing, signed by a majority of
'uch directors on behalf of such company, and by the mayor
on behalf of said city, for the relinquishment ·and discontinance of that portion of said road which lies within the limits

3±
Turnpikes.

CHARTER.

Water.

of said city, and its transfer to said city as a highway; and
said city shall thereafter have the same control over that portion of said road so discontinued, that it has over other highways and streets within its limits; and all interest of said
company in such portion of said road so discontinued, shall
forever terminate and be at an end. Said agreement shal 1
be duly signed, sealed and acknowledged like a deed ofland,
and recorded in the land records of the town of Hartford.
Approved, July 3d, 1861.

AMENDING' THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF HARTFORD.

Resolved by this .Assembly :-That the Board of Water Commissioners of the City of Hartford, are hereby empowered
.
.
to make such by-laws ,or regulations for the preservat10n
protection and management of the water works of said city as
may be deemed advisable, and enforce the same by suitable
penalties; and when said by-laws or regulations have been
approved by the court of common council, and shall have been
To be published. published ten days, at least, in two or more· daily papers issued in said city, they be of binding validity; and said com•
missioners may bring, in their own name, actions of debt on
such by-laws, before the city court for said city, to recover any
penalty for the breach of the same. The city police court
for said city, shall also have jurisdiction over any breach of
said by-laws or regulations, and may punish the offender
by a fine not exceeding thirty dollars, or by imprisonment
not exceeding thirty days, or by a fine and imprisonment
both.
Rates for the
The board of water commissioners shall have power to esuse of Water.
tablish rates for the use of water, subject to the approval of
the court of common council; and whenever any water rent
shall remain unpaid after the time prescribed and limited for
payment, by the rules of said board, it shall be lawful for
said board t<? charge and receive additional percentage for
Rates to be
collecting the same; p'rovided, the conditions of said per centpublished,
age be published as aforesaid in the rules of said board.

By-Law~ and
Regulations
de water.

Approved, July 3d, 1861.

35
CHARTER.

ENLARGING THB POWER' OF THE CITY COUR'r OF THE CITY
OF HARTFORD.

Resolved by this Assembly :-fJ.1hat in all cases now pending
before the city court of the city of Hartford, in favor of
any person or p-ersons claiming to be aggrieved by the assessment of the expense of laying out and making any highway, by the court of common council of said city, the record
in each case shall be transferred from said city court to the
superior court for the county of Hartford, and shall be entered upon the docket of said superior court next to be holden
at Hartford, within and for the county of Hartford, on the
third Tuesday of July next; and said superior court shall be
at liberty to appoint three judicious and disinterested persons
to re-assess such expense so assessed upon such applicant,
who shall be sworn to an impartial discharge of their duty,
and who shall give notice to the mayor of the city of Hartford of the time and place of their meeting for making such
re-assessment, and shall report their estimate to said superior
court, where either party shall have the same right to raise
questions oflaw, and cause the same to be revised as acts in
ordinary cases at law or in equity ; and said superior court
may accept or reject said report, and, if necessary, appoint
another committee for the purposes; and said superior court
may allow or disallow costs to the applicant, or to the city of
Hartford, at its discretion; and the amount of the expenses
re-assessed upon such applicant; and such costs as said superior court may allow, shall be collectable by execution issued
by the clerk of said superior court.
Approved, July 3d, 1861.

City Court.
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"AN ACT TO ALTER THE CHARTER OF 'l'HE CITY OF HAR'l'FORD

AND TO COMBINE SUNDRY

PUBLIC STATUTES RE-

LATING THERETO."

Resolved by this Assembly :-SEC. 1. That the eighth section of the act to alter the charter of the city of Hartford and
to combine sundry public statutes relating thereto, approved
June 24th, 1859, be amended by the addition of the following clauses, to wit:
"The violation of any ordinance or by-law of the city of
Hartford, made or to be made, relative to the speed of animals, vehicles, and cars ; for protecting and preserving trees
and other ornaments of public places ; for protecting the
state house yard, in said city ; for restraining cruelty to animals, and inhuman sports; for prohibiting, restraining, licensing and regulating all sports, exhibitions, public amusements and performances, and billiard and bowling saloons ;
for regulating or prohibiting swimming or bathing in public
or exposed places, within said city; for preventing and punishing trespasses in gardens, cemeteries, and enclosures, and
public buildings ; for protecting said city from exposure to
fire ; regulating the mode of building or altering buildings,
within said city, or any part thereof, and the mode of using
any building therein ; for prohibiting and regulating the
bringing in, carrying out or through, or storing gunpowder ;
for regulating the location of stationary steam boilers, barns
and out-houses, sinks and drains, in said city; for preventing
illegal practices with dead bodies in medical institutions, or
elsewhere in said city, shall be a misdemeanor, and may be
prosecuted as such before the city police court, like other offences; which court may inflict therefor the penalty named
in such ordinance or by-law, and enforce the same in the
same manner as other judgments of said city police court are
enforced."
SEC. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage.

Approved,

JtmE29th, 1862.

INDEX TO CHARTER.

ACCOUNTS OF THE CITY, power to provide the mode of keeping,
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.
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COMPENSATION OF THE WATER Co:m1IISSIONERS to be fixed
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COMMERCE, power to regulate,
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CONNECTICUT RIVER, the city bas jurisdiction over,
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the police court bas jurisdiction and powers over,
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expenditure for the navigation of,
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25
power to take water from
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power to expend $2,000 annually on Connecticut river,
have exclusive power to lay out, make and establish new
10
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.
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.
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DRAIN LOW GR0U.N'DS, power to .
11,

26
12

26
14

15
36
14
13
13

13

5
DRAIN Low GROU ns, power to assess expense,
power to locate, .
.
.
.
.
.
.
violation of ordinance regulating of, a misdemeanor,
DRIVERS, PrrBLIC, power to regulate charges of,

11
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for the choice of Recorder and Judges of the City Court,
to appoint a City Attorney,
to fill vacancies of City Court,
to appoint Judge of Police Court,
.
.JUDGES OF CITY COURT, how appointed and term of office,
absence of, or vacancies provided for,
.
OF POLICE COURT, how appointed and term of office,
jurisdictions and powers of,
Justice of Peace may act as, .
,JURORS OF CITY COURT, how chosen,
mode of returning, and oath of, to be fixed by ordinance,
JURIES OF INQUEST, power to prescribe mode of appointing, and
duties and compensation of
LAND, power to take,
m~ke lien upon for assessment of benefits,
how taken by Water Commissioners, .
.
LIEN UPON LAND, power to make, for assessments of benefits,
for water rents,
.
.
.
.
.
LOW GROUNDS, power to drain or fill, and assess expense,

13
18

12
7

6
7
10

13
16

17

17
17
U)

14
36
13

7
NUISANCE, power to prevent and secure the removal of,
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free from encroachments and obstructions,
13
PARADE , power to regulate,
13
PEACE, PUBLIC, power to preserve,
13
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.
15
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36
SALARIES, power to prescribe,
15
SEVENTH SECTION, power to carry out,
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SHOWS, power to regulate,
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36
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.
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duties of presiding officer,
. , .
.
.
.
W Ar_rER COMMI SIONERS, BOARD OF, chosen, term of office,
powers and duties, .
board of a corporation,
have power to take land,
.
have power to use ground under highways, &c.,
quorum of to be fixed by ordinance,
.
.
have power to make rules and regulations, and establish
rates, .
lected for four years,
WATER WORKS, damage caused by construction of by interruption of public travel,
.
power of Water Commissioners over, to be fixed by ordin unce, .

8

14
36
10
10

15
16

7

15
29
9
9

25
25
26
26
27
34

7

26
27

10
WATER WORKS, expenditure for the extension of street
mains to be refunded,
30
power to make rules and regulations for the preservation,
protection and management of, .
.
.
.
34
WATER RENTS, mode of securing and collecting to be fixed
by ordinance, .
27
power to establish,
34
to be published,
34
WATER FUND, supplementary,
30
City Treasurer, trustee of notes, &c.,
30
WATER, for the use of the City,
.
.
25
penalty for wilfully and maliciously corrupting,
27
rates for the use of may be established,
.
34
WALKS, power to lay out, make, est~blish and repair,
10, 13
assess expense,
.
.
.
.
.
11
free from encroachments and obstructions,
13
WATCH, CITY, power to provide, regulate, and prescribe the duties of, .
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
14
WEIGHERS, PUBLIC, power to provide for the election, and
prescribe the duties of,
.
.
.
15
WEIGHTS .A.ND MEASURES, power to regulate,
12
violation of ordinance a misdemeanor,
.
.
16
SE.ALERS OF, power to provide for the election and prescribe
the duties of .
.
.
.
.
.
.
15
WRITS OF ERROR IN CITY COURT, .
19, 20
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ORDINANCES
OF THE

CITY OF HARTFORD.
AN ORDINANCE

Relative to the Establishment, Construction, Mainte,
nance, and Use of High ways and other Local
Improvements in the City of Hartford.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City
of Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. Whenever any vote or resolution shall be Vote or resoluA'
d · ·h
. tlon laying out.
ouere
m eit er branch of the Court of Common Counci,
1 maklng,oreatabHshtng public
proposin00- the laying out, making, or establishing of any new 1.mprovehments,
under t e sevhigh way, street, public park or walks, or the alteration of the cenhth
section ,tty
arter, not to be
lines, or width, or the discontinuance of any existing high- Plls1ashsedduntnpu
be , proper1y
way ' street' park or public walk·, or the exchange or sale of notice
attested, with a
to fllo obhighways; or the establishment of building-lines under the Jectlona.
seventh section of the City Charter; or the establishment of
openings between buildings under said section; or the
raising, filling up, or draining of low grounds under the provisions of said section; or the laying out, constructing, or
altering of public sewers; or the ordering, constructing, and
altering of sidewalks, or of gutters, or of cross-walks; such
vote shall not be passed in either branch of said court until
the Court of Common Council shall have caused such ·proposed vote or resolution to be published, attested by the clerks
of each branch to be pending in said court, in two daily newspapers issued in the city of Hartford; together with a notice,
appended to such vote as published, to all persons, to file a
written statement of their objections, if any they have, with
the City Clerk, within twenty* days from the day of the first
* Amended, see page 17.
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publication of said notice, (inclusive.) Said proposed vote
shall briefly and intelligibly set forth the general nature and
description of the proposed improvement, and need not contain
definite measurements, courses, or termini; and may embrace
one or more of the several kinds of local improvements specified in the former part of this section. At or after the expiration of said twenty* <lays, said Court of Common Council may
proceed to pass said vote, or carry the same into effect as hereinNot to apJ?lY to after provided, or otherwise act upon the same.
Nothing in
the repnir1og or
h'
.
h ll be he]d tO apply tO the repairmg
.. Or mere
~ere recoostrUC· t 18 SeCtlOn S a
t10n of nny exist.
f
. .
bl'
k
.
ing public work. reconstruction o any ex1stmg pu 1c wor or improvement.
street commieSEC. 2. The Court of Common Council. by a concurrent
stoner andhow
city vote Of b oth B oards, Sh a11 annua11y appomt
· a Street COmIDIS·
·
surveyor,
appointed.
.
d
c·
s
h
b
b
s10ner an a 1ty urveyor, w o may or may not e mem ers
of said court, and shall hold office during its pleasure.
m~hway com•
The Board of Aldermen shall choose three members thereof,
mittee chosen.
. d'1J.1erent
Jr
res1'd'mg m
wards, an d t he Common Council B oard
shall choose from their own number one member from each
of the remaining wards, which persons so chosen shall, with
the Street Commissioner as chairman, constitute the Highway
Committee of the Court of Common Council, and shall hold
office during its pleasure; and a majority of said committee
shall have power to act in all matters within the authority of
Commissioners said committee.
Said court shall also appoint, by concurrent
of compensation.
. •
• one from each ward
vote, Comm1ss10ners
of Compensat10n,
of the city, who shall be freehqlders and not members of
said court; and who shall severally hold office during the
pleasure thereof; and shall be sworn to the faithful and impartial discharge of their official duty; and said commission,
so constituted, shall appraise all land-damages in cases where
land is required for city improvements, and cannot be obtained
by agreement with the owners.
How land sh~n
SEC. 8. Whenever any vote or resolution of the kind
betakenfor1mifi d. h fi
.
f h'
h ll h a Ve b een
prov~ments un- spec e lil t e rst sect10n O t IS or mance S a
der the first sec•
.
•
tion otthis ordi• duly published, and 1t shall be necessary to take land, or any
nance.
interest therein, belonging to private owners, for the improvement contemplated by such vote or resolution, the Court of

a·

* Amended, see page 17.
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Common Council, before otherwise carrying the same into
effect, shall, unless they obtain such land by voluntary dedication from the owners thereof, refer the subject-matter of the
contemplated improvement to said Highway Committee, who
shall thereupon, in behalf of said Court of Common Council,
proceed as follows: Said committee shall obtain from the
City Surveyor a map or drawing explanatory of the contemplated improvement, and shall then agree, if possible, with
the owners, whose land may be required for such improvement, as to the compensation to be made therefor, and secure
from such owners proper evidence of such agreement. If
said committee fail to agree with any owner, they shall thereupon make oral application to the Compensation Commission
for the appraisal of damages accruing to such owner by the
establishment of such improvement; and after such appraisal
is ma.de, shall obtain from said commission a certificate of its
doings, and, as soon as may be, cause the same to be published in two or more daily newspapers issued in the city of
Hartford, and the original certificate lodged with the City
Clerk. If, within sixty days after such publication, any person shall appeal from the appraisal of damages, made as
aforesaid, to the Judge of the Superior Court, said Highway
Committee shall instruct and aid the City Attorney in respect
to the matter of said appeal until the same shall be determined.
If all persons who are entitled to compensation shall agree Highway com.
. h.
. mittee's fl.nnl reupon t h e amount t h ereof, or sb a11 , at a~y time wit m said port.
sixty days, deliver a written waiver of their right of appeal
to said committee, said committee shall immediately make
their report to the Common Council. If an appeal shall be
taken, said committee shall make their report, as soon as practicable after final judgment, upon all such appeals. Their
report shall set forth the amount of damages agreed upon
with each owner, their application to the Compensation Commission, a certificate of the doings of such commission, an account of the appeals taken or waived, and of the result of all
• such appeals by judgment of the Judge of the Superior
Court; to the end that all damages thus ascertained may become a part of the expense to be assessed upon persons

6
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specially benefitted by the improvement. And said commit. t heu
. report a written,
.
descriptive
. .
tee sh all al so emb race m
survey of the improvement, concerning which the proceedings
have been had, and such a vote, or resolution, or ordinance
as ought, in their judgment, to.be passed, in order to establish
such improvement; fully describing the same as to width,
curve, boundaries, grade, and other particulars, as the case may
require, and including an order for the payment or deposit,
at such place as may therein be specified, of any damages or
compensation for the benefit of the owners entitled thereto ;
which vote the Court of Common Council may modify or
alter, provided no such change be made in the lines or
location of the improvement from the survey aforesaid as
will require the taking of more or farther rights in land for
such improvement than the plan shown by the survey.
Lancl to he openWhenever any vote, not repugnant to the requirements of
ed on certain
.
.
conditions.
this ordmance, shall be passed by the Court of Common
Council, establishing any public improvement . in the city of
Hartford, and the proper compensation shall have been paid
or deposited for the benefit of the owners of . any land taken
for such improvement, then said land shall be immediately
open and subject, on such conditions as the said court may
impose, to the public use; and shall be to all intents appro- .
priated therefor; unless the public work or improvement shall
require the previous sanction of a city meeting under the
sixth section of the City Charter, in which case such appropriation shall not take effect until such sanction has been lawOwners not resi- fully obtained.
If any owner is not a resident in the city of
dents and others H
L'
d, or upon due mqmry
·
· cannot be 1oun
L'
d t herem,
· or 1s
·
provided for.
art1or
a lunatic, or idiot, or minor without a guardian, or in any
mode is incapacitated to receive the same, or is unknown, or
is entitled only to a contingent or uncertain interest, the Court
of Common Council may prescribe, in each particular case,
how and where the compensation due such owner shall be
placed or deposited, subject to the lawful call of such owner,
or his lawful agent, or representative therefor.
Duties of comSEC. 4. The Commissioners of Compensation, when apmissloners of
. d to by t he H.1ghway Comm:1ttee
·
£or an appra1sa'
· l sha11
compensation.
p1le
cause public notice, in two or more newspapers issued within
What to embrace
and description.
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the city, to be given of a time and place where owners.of land,
where damages are to be appraised, may be heard relative to
the amount of such damages; at which time and pla~e the
Highway Committee may also appear and be heard relative
to the same matter. At the time and place named in such
notice, said commissioners shall proceed to hear and determine
the amount of damages accruing to such owner or owners
from the establishment of the improvement in question, and
for that purpose may examine witnesses under oath: consider, in estimating ·such damages, the amount of benefit accruing to the owner from such improvement; and deduct
the amount of benefit from the gross amount of damages;
and if the benefit, in their opinion, exceeds the injury, shall
certify that no damage is due to such owner on account or said
improvement. And said commissioners, a majorit:y of whom
shall have power to act, shall make a certificate of their proceedings, and furnish the same to the Highway Committee as
soon as may be. If more than two of said commissioners
shall be disqualified to act, the place or places of such may be
supplied by the Mayor. The fees of such commissioners shall Their fees.
be three dollars per day.
SEC. 5. The vote or ordinance establishing or discon- City hlthway
rd
tinuing any highway or street in the city of Hartford, and reco ook.
every survey of any new highway or street approved by the
Ilighway Committee and Court of Common Council, 'shall be
recorded in a City Highway Record BookJ kept for that purpose by the City Clerk.
SEC. 6. Whenever any of the public improvements, spec- Expense ormak. th e :first section
.
1'fied ln
Of th'IS ord'mance, Sh a 11 h ave b een ing
tionor
to construcbe assess.
h
d
d
1
·
d
•
ed by the higheStabhs e an a1 out by the proceedmgs of the Court of way committee.
Common Council, and the same shall also, in cases where
making or construction is required, be made and constructed,
said Court of Comm~m Council shall proceed to assess a proportional sum of the expense of laying out, or altering, or of
-laying out and making such public work, upon any person
or persons, private or corporate, (including railroad corporations occupying streets or parts of streets with their tracks,)
who may, in the judgmen~of said court, be specially bene:fitted thereby, and shall proceed as follows: Said court shall
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refer said matter, with or without instructions, to the High..
way Committee, who shall thereupon proceed to make inquiry.as to the just proportion of such expense which each
such person should defray, and make out a proper written
schedule of their estimates, with names and amounts; and,
. when the same shall be completed, shall <muse the same to be
echedule to be published in two or more newspapers issued within the city
published.
of mutford, together with a, notice, attached to such schedule,
that any person aggrieved may, within twenty* days after the
day of the first publication of such notice, lodge with the
Street Commissioner a written statement of his objections
to the estimates of said committee. At the end of said
twenty* days said committee shall receive said statements
from· the commissioner, and shall proceed to revise their
said estimares, in view of the opjections stated, and after
Final estimate such revision, shall report their final estimate to the Court of
1md objections to
.
.
,
be reported.
Common Council, together with the written statements of
objections. The court shall thereupon proceed to make
such assessment upon persons benefitt,ed by said improvement as shall seem to them just; and, after the same is comPublic notice to pleted, shall cause public notice of the same to be given
be given.
by publication in two or more newspapers issued in the city
of Hartford. If any person, upon whom any such assessment
shall be made, shall pay the same to the City Treasurer within
sixty days after the first publication of said notice, he shall be
entitled to a deduction or repayment from the City Treasury
Four per cent.
of four per cent. on the amount of such assessment. At the
discount.
.
days, 1'f rro appea1 1s
. tak en by any person f rom
end of sixty
his assessment, he shall be liable to the collection of the same.
Mayor to issue And it shall be the duty of the Mayor to issue his warrant
bis warrant.
I!:
d'irected to any. officer or member of the po]'ice, rethere1or,
A88essment,how quiring him to proceed to collect the same in the same manner
collected.
as collectors of public taxes are by law empowered to proceed
for the collection of taxes. And it shall be the duty of said
person to execute said warrant and to pay over to the City•
Treasury the assessments ·by him collected, and he shall be
entitled to the same fees as sheriffs are by law allowed upon
collections by execution and the levying of execution.

* .A.mended, see

page 17.
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SEC. 7. All assessments for any of the public works or Assessments
0
improvements specified in the first section of this ordinance
a lien °
shall be a lien on the land or real estate on account of which
said assessment shall be made: But the same shall not remain
a lien for a longer period than three months after the same is
made, unless a certificate shall be lodged by the Street Commissioner with the Town Clerk of the town of Hartford
descrihing the premises and the amount of said assessment.
All assessments far all such public works or improvements
shall be deemed to be made on account of the land or real
estate adjoining the place or location of such improvements, or
of such land or real estate of any person or persons against
whom such assessment is made as may be within reasonable
vicinity to such improvement. Such liens may be foreclosed To be foreclosed.
in the name of the city, by the City Attorney, under the di•
rection of the Court of Common Council.
SEC. 8. Turnpike roads within.the city of Hartford shall Turnpike roads.
be subject to the control of the Court of Common Council
for purposes of city improvement to the same extent as other
highways. Whenever the owners or occupiers of any lands
fronting upon any street or highway in this city shall neglect
or refuse to make or pave any sidewalk or gutter within the
time and in the manner ordered by the Court of Com?1on
Council, or shall neglect or refuse to keep his sidewalk in
good repair, it shall be the duty of the Street Commjssioner street commis•
. h e same, an d h esh all h ave a 1ien
. upon t h e and
sioner to make
to make or repairt
repair side .
.
.
.
~
h
f
h
.
h
h
.
t
walks, and have
adJOmmg premises 1or t e cost o t e same, wit t e rnteres a lien, which
.
.
h
may be forethereon, which may be foreclosed m the same way t at a closed.
mortgage may be foreclosed, or he may recover the same by
an action of debt against the person whose duty it was to have
done the same.
SEC. 9. The Street Commissioner shall have power and Street commis. duty to execute, cause
·
sioner's powcra
it shall be his
to be executed, an d to and
duties.
supervise the execution of all orders of the Court of Common
Council for the making or construction of public works not '
expressly ordered to be executed or supervised by other officers or persons; to superintend and secure the prompt completion of all necessary repairs of streets, highways, and of all
public improvements within the limits of the streets, highways,
2
.

::g~

10

CITY ORDINANCES.

and thoroughfares of the city, other than public buildings;
to keep all public places, streets, and bjghways clear of obstructions and nuisances, and free from danger to persons or
property; and especially, by the prompt removal of all filth,
encroachments, incumbrances, and obstructions, and by requiring all persons to conform to the city ordinances in the
use of such streets, highways, or public places. He shall conform, in executing public works, to the votes or orders of the
Court of Common Council as nearly as is practicable or reason. able, a~d to all general rules which said court may adopt relative to the locality, measurements, and materials of all public
Account of ex- works.
He shall keep an account of all expenditures made
penditures.
in his department, which shall be open at all times to the
inspection of any member of the Court of Common Council,
and shall make report to said court, of such expenditure, at
least once a month unles~ excused therefrom. He shall make
provisional contracts, subject to the approval of said court,
Contracts.
for such public works connected with highways, streets, or
thoroughfares as ought to be, in bis judgment, let out to
contractors. He shall keep a record of complaints, and faithComplaints.
fully enter therein all complaints made to him concerning
streets, highways, and public places, and the breach of city
ordinances relating thereto; and shall be diligent in ascertaining the facts ill' such matters of complaint, and in taking just
and necessary action relative thereto. He shall consult and
conform to the plans of the City Surveyor in constructing
public works unless otherwise ordered by the Court of Common Council. Ile shall have power to do all things which
shall be necessary to be done in order to enfore such portions
of any city ordinance as render his services proper or needful.
City surveyor's
SEC. 10. The City Surveyor shall have the custody of all
duties.
. the maps and plans of the public works of the city not expressly entrusted to other officers or persons; shall make and
prepare, under the direction of the Court of Common Council,
or by request of the Street Commissioner, all surveys, maps,
profiles, calculations, drawings, estimates, and specifications
required for the use of the city or its authorities, and perform
all such services in the surveying or e11gineering department
as may be required of him by said court or commissioner.

~
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SEC. 11. .Any executive or police officer of the city shall
have authority to keep open and free from obstruction by
vehicles, by crowds or groups of persons, or otherwise, the
streets and public places of said city, and to require all persons unlawfully obstructing such streets. and public places to
desist therefrom, whenever the act of obstruction is done in
view of such officer.
SEC. 12. The following acts are declared to be acts of nui- .Acts of nuisance
.
.
of the first clnss.
sance of the first class: the removal of any bmldmg through Moving buildany street or highway of the city, or the permitting of any ings.
building in process of removal to remain in any such street
or highway without license of the Court of Common Coun~
cil; the opening or keeping open of any street or highway, streets open.
blind alley, or thoroughfare, within said city, without such
license; the placing or continuing the deposit of any building ~uilding matematerials on any street or highway of said city without license rial.
of the Court of Common Council; the opening or continuing
of any vault or cellar-way in or upon any street or highway vault or cellarof the city without license of the Street Commissioner; the way.
opening or continuance of any dra'in in such a manner that Drains.
the same is discharged upon any street or highway of the city,
or other public place therein, or the use of any such drain ;
the excavation of any part of any street, highway, or public Excavation of
. or d'1ggmg
. b e1ow t he surf:ace t h ereof wit
. h - streets.
place of sm"d city,
out authority or license of the-Street Commissioner, and without also protecting the public against danger therefrom by
means of fences, lights, and any other precautions expedient
or necessary for such protection; racing or trying the speed Speed of horses.
of horses through or upon any street .or highway of said city,
or other public place therein; resisting, molesting, disobeying, Interfering with
· rfi ·
th any executive
· or pol'ICe offi cer, or S trcet executive
OT rnte errng w1
Hceofficer.or poCommissioner of said city while engaged in his duty of keeping the streets, or highways, or public places of said city free
from obstruction and convenient for public use; injuring any Injuring trees or
tree or shrubbery placed or kept as an ornament to any of the shrubbery.
streets, highways, or public places of the city; the erection or
location of any building, or part of a building, or the continuance of any building so erected or located upon any street,
highway, or public place of said city, or between any build-
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ing-line lawfully established upon any street or highway, and
the line of such street or highway.
.Acts of nuisance
SEC. 13. The following acts are declared to be acts of nuiof the second
· on of any trad e or
class.
sance of t b e secon d c1ass: t h e carrymg
Trade
on
sideb
•
h
'd
lk
walks.
usmess upon t e s1 ewa s, or streets, or h'1gh ways of sa1'd
Defacing of
city without license of the Street Commissioner; the defacing
fences, &c.
or injuring of any fence, rail, chain, lamp, or post within any
Speed of animals. street, highway, or public place of said city; driving orriding
in or through any street, highway, or public place of said city
Engines upon
at a greater rate of speed than six miles an hour; drawing
sidewalk.
.
or usmg
any veh'1c1e or oth er veh'1cl es prope11ed by han d, or
tlle drawing or propelling of any engine or fire apparatus
~e~osit of rub- along any sidewalk of said city; the depositing or placing
bis ·
of any rubbish or other thing (excepting articles of merchandise or wares, or boxes, or cases for containing the same) upon
any street or highway of said city in such a manner or to such
an extent as to impede or cause inconvenience to public travel;
Injuringofgrass. injuring any grass or ornamental herbage within any public
Brawling and
place of said city j brawling or fighting within any street,
fl~hting.
1 of sa1'd city;
.
1aymg
. any s1'd ewalk or
Sidewalk or gut- h'1gh way, or publ'1c pace
ter-etone.
. h
h
}'
f
h
S
. .
gutter-stone wit out t e 1cense o t e treet Comm1ss10ner.
.A.~ts of nuisance
SEC. 14. . The following acts are declared to be acts of
of the third class.
•
f h h. d CUSS:
l
. Or COntmumg
. . Of any
.Articles of traffic, nuisance O t e t H
t h e p lacmg
&c.
articles of traffic or merchandise, or of any wares, or any case
or box for containing the same, or of any packing-boxes upon
any sidewalk, or street, or highway of said city, except for
purposes of transit or delivery, and for such time as shall be
Post, rail, or
reasonably necessary for such purposes; the placing or confence.
tinuing of any post, rail 1 or fence upon any street, highway,
or public place of the city without authority of the Street
:eusiness sign.
Commissioner; the placing of any business sign within the
limits of any street of the city otherwise than parallel to and
against or as near as is convenient to the face of the building,
setting out or
wall, or fence whereunto the same shall be attached; the settrees.
ting out of any tree within the lines of any sidewalk in the
Breaking or side- city without license of the Street Commissioner; the breaking
walkorcurb'h misc
· h'ievous mtent
·
stone.
of any s1'dewalk or curb-stone wit
or by
.A.nlmaisat large. negligence; permitting .any animal to go at large, or leaving
of any horse unhitched, or permitting any animal to st;and
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upon or over any crosswalk by the person having control at
the time of such horse or animal, within any street or thoroughfare of said city; or the per~itting, by any person, of the o~struction by_
.
.
h.l!.
f animals or veh1blockmg up or obstruct10n of any street or thoroug 1are o cles.
the city by any horse, animal, or vehicle under his charge or
control, after receiving a notice or order from any proper authority to desist from such act or acts; the driving of any drove Driving or
· 1 h
h M am
· street, at any time,
·
· hout 1·icense drovesofani0 f amma st roug
wit
mals.
of the Street Commissioner1 or through any other street or
highway of said city upon Sunday, between sunrise and sunset;
the firing or exploding of any fireworks or firearms, or making Fireworks and
. up any bonfi rem
. any sueh street or h"ighway. • firearms.
or k eepmg
SEC. 15. The following acts are declared to be acts of Acts of nuisance
·
.I!.
h c1ass: t he contmue
·
d k eepmg
· of any of
the fourth
nmsance
of t he 1ourt
class.
rubbish or other thing which does not impede or cause incon- Rubbish.
venience to public travel, and which is not placed or deposited for purposes of transit or delivery in or upon any street,
highway, or public place, after notice to remove the same has
been given by the proper city authority, to the person placing
or keeping the same therein, for the removal of such rubbish
or other thing; the playing of ball or kite-flying in any of Playln~bullor.
. h ways; t h e d nvmg
· ·
· h any s1ed , s1edge, Driving
kite-flymg.
sueh streets or h1g
wit
without
or sleigh in or through any such street or highway without bells.
bells attached to the horse drawing such sled, sledge, or sleigh ;
neglect of the occupant of any land or building, or of the Snow and ice
owner of any unoccupied building or vacant lot adjoining or removed.
fronted by any sidewalk, or any street or highway of said
city to remove any and all snow, ice, or sleet from such sidewalk within two hours after the same shall there fall or be deposited, or found, or immediately after notice to remove it from
any proper city officer; ·the posting of bills, placards, or no- Posting of bills.
tices upon any building, wall, fence, or gas-light post within
or adjoining any suc4 street or thoroughfare; the drawing or Hand-carts, &e.,
use of any hand-cart or hand-sled, or wheelbarrow upon any upon sidewalks.
sidewalk within said city; the permitting of any snow to re- snow slides.
main on the roof of any building, by the occupant or person
in legal possession thereof, in such a condition that the same
shall slide therefrom upon any streej; or highway of the city.
SEC. 16. Any person who shall commit, or aid, advise,
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abet, or encourage the committing of any of the aforesaid acts
.
.
of nuisance, shall pay to the city of Hartford, for the use of
the City Treasury, a penalty or forfeiture of twenty-five dollars, if such act be of the first class ; of fifteen dollars, if such
act be of the second class; of five dollars, if said act be of
the third class ; and of one dollar, if said act be of the fourth
class; and any such act shall be deemed malicious if repeated
or continued after the person committing the same has been
Obstruction or forbidden to repeat or continue the same.
The continencroachruent
.
upon any street. uance of any obstructwn or encroachment upon any street,
highway, or building-line for a day of twenty-four hours after
· the day of the commencement thereof, shall be deemed a sepFonr-ro1c1 taxa- arate and single offense.
Any building erected or located
tlon.
in violation of the twelfth section of this act shall be assessed
at four-fold its taxable value in any and all lists prepared
according to law for the purpose of laying city taxes thereon.
Nuisances, bow
Whenever any thing unlawfully placed, or kept on any
removed.
street or highway, or any public place of said city, shall be
removed by the Street Commissioner, the expense of such
removal, to any amount not exceeding fifty dollars, shall be
a debt or forfeiture against the person liable for such act of
nuisance, provided that the Street Commissioner shall have
first given such person notice and. reasonable time to remove
the same; and provided such act of nuisance be not punishable, by a fine offifty dollars, or by a fine, which, if added to such
expense, will subject the person offending to a forfeiture of
Ho'! recovered if more than fifty dollars for such act or offense.
If the person
a mmor.
committing any of the aforesaid acts of nuisance be a minor
or apprentice, the parent or guardian of such minor, or the
employer of such apprentice, shall be liable for the aforesaid
Fast driving.
penalties therefor. If the violation of this ordinance consists
of fast driving or racing, the owner of the horse so driven or
rode shall be liable for the above specified penalties therefor.
If any tree, fence, or other private property be injured by
any of the aforesaid acts, the city of Ilartford shall be liable
to pay one-half of the penalty recovered therefor to the owner
of such property.
SEC. 17. All licenses of the Court of Common Council, or
Street Commissioner, to do any act whereby public travel
Penalty tor com-

mittlng acts of

nuisance.
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may be incommoded or endano-ered shall authorize the party ~ers?ns i:eceiv0
'
mg- license, to
licensed to do such acts in no other than a prudent and care- i~deJ'!lnify the
c1 ty for loss.
fol manner; and such licenses shall be subject, in all cases, to
the conditions, that the person to whom the same is granted
shall be liable to any party, who shall receive actionable injury
by the doing of such act, for such injury, and shall also be
liable to indemnify and reimburse the city for any loss which
shall accrue in any manner to said city by reason of the
doing of such act; and such condition shall be obligatory,
without other notice than that to be implied from this ordinance, upon any person who shall receive such license.
SEC. 18. .Any person finding any horses, sheep, goats, ~ntmo.Is to be
swine, geese, or neat cattle, going at large within the city of impou nd ed.
Hartford, may impound such animal in any pound within this
city; and it shall be the duty of the pound-keeper to receive
the same. .And the owner, keeper, or other person claiming compensation
.
.
.!'
for impounding.
t h e ammal
so impounded,
shall pay the pound-keeper, beiore
he shall be entitled to retake said animal, twenty-five cents
for every goose, and one dollar for every other animal, together
with the expenses of keeping such animal, not exceeding fifty
cents a day. The person impounding said animal sball receive twelve and a half cents for every goose, and fifty cents
for every other animal by him impounded. If said animal is
not claimed by any person rightfully entitled so to do, within
five days after the same shall have been impounded, the poundmaster may advertise the same for public sale in at least two
newspapers published in the city of Hartford, reasonably describing such animal, and stating the time and place of the
sale three days before the time fixed therein for such sale;
at which time and place said pound -master may make public
sale of said animal, and after applying the proceeds of said
sale to his own fees and expenses on account of such animal,
shall pay the balance thereof to the City Treasury, where the
said balance shall remain for the benefit of the lawful owner
of said animal, and payable to him, without interest, upon
satisfactory proof of such ownership. The pound-master shall
keep a record of his doings, and report the same to the Court
of Common Council once in six months at least.
SEC. 19. The ·penalty for pound-breach, or for any rescue
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or any attempt at rescue from a pound-master, shall be a forfeiture of twenty dollars, recoverable for the use of the city
upon this ordinance. Nothing herein contained shall in any
manner affect the remedy of replevin, as the same is applied
in ordinary cases where beasts are impounded.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council
July 11th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Clerk.

AN ORDINANCE

Amendatory of an 01·dinance relative to the Estab1ish,
ment, Construction, Maintenance, and Use of High,
ways and other Local Improvements in the City of
Hartford, approved July 11th, 1860,
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity
of Hartford:That the said ordinance be amended as follows, viz. : By
striking out the word twenty and inserting in place thereof
the word ten in the twenty-first and·twenty-eighth line of the
first section ; also in the twenty-first and twenty-fifth line of
the sixth section of the printed copy.
Passed ,June 24th, 1861; approved June 27th, 1861; and
published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk. .

3

AN ORDINANCE

Providing for the Election of and prescribing the duties
of certain City Officers.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City of
Hartford, as follows:Joint convenSEC. 1. A meeting of the entire Court of Common Countion when held.
.
c1l
shall be hold en year1y upon t he secon d Mon day after the
· annual city election, for the choice of such officers as are to
vacanciesftlled. be chosen by said Court in joint convention. If any vacancy shall occur of any of the officers chosen by this board
in joint convention, said vacancy may be filled at a meeting
of the same specially warned for that purpose, and the person
chosen to fill said vacancy shall hold his office·until the next
annual meeting of said board, and until another be chosen
in his place and sworn.
Officers chosen
SEC. 2. A meeting of the Court of Common Council shall
~~f~f ~r!~e be holden annually, within :fifteen days after the annual city
mon Counbil
.
h .
h
' elect10n, for the c 010e of such ot er officers as may be required to be chosen annually by the Court of Common Council, all of which shall hold their office for one year, and until
vncanciesfilled. a successor shall be appointed and qualified. If any vacancy
shall occur of any of the officers so chosen, said vacancy
may be :filled at a meeting of the Court of Commom Council
specially warned for that purpose.
Common Council SEC. 3. There shall be chosen annually, at the first sepaBoard organized.
•
· d after t he annua1
rate meetmg
of t he Common Counci'l B oar
city meeting, a President, Vice President, Clerk, and Messenger, who shall hold office until their successors are appointed.
The President and Vice President shall be members of said
Presiding officer board. The presiding officer of said board shall not vote in
mnyvotewhen. any meetmg
. on1y wh en t h e action
. of sa1·a b oard sh a11 resu1t
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in a tie, or when by voting in the negative 1?-is vote shall
make a tie, in which latter case such question shall be lost.
SEC. 4. The Clerks of each board shall attend the meet- Clerks or each
.
.
Board, their dumgs thereof, and duly record the orders and proceedmgs ties.
thereof, and deliver true and attested copies of his records as
often as required. The Clerks of each board shall note on
every vote, resolution, or ordinance of such board, a brief
statement of the action of such board thereon; and whenever
such proceedings are had thereon as make the action of the
other branch of the Court proper, he shall cause the same to
be transmitted as soon as may be to the other board; and
whenever the board of which he is Clerk shall have concurred with the other branch of the Court of Common Council in passing any vote, ordinance, or resolution, he shall
cause the same to be transmitted as soon as may be to the
Mayor for his approval.
SEC. 5. The City Clerk shall be the stated custodian of c1ty Olerk. ·
all votes, resolutions, and ordinances, which shall have been
made or passed by the Court of Common Council, and shall
keep all bills, claims, and vouchers, which shall have been
allowed by said court, until the same shall have been delivered to the auditor; and shall take prompt possession of all
documents and vouchers, as soon as the same shall have been
:finally acted upon by said court, and shall immediately make
an orderly arrangement of all city papers, which are to be
kept on :file in his office. He shall keep an office at such plac~
as he may select, with the approval of the Mayor and Auditing Committee, or at such place as the Court of Common
Council shall provide.
SEC. 6. A Coroner shall be chosen by said court who, as Coroner his du.
tln
soon as he shall have notice of a dead body of any person,
the cause and manner of whose death is unknown, found or
lying within the limits of said city, shall make his warrant
to any policeman, or officer of the police, requiring him to
summon six good and lawful men of said city, to appear before such Coroner, at a time and place mentioned in said
warrant.
SEC. 7. The person to whom such warrant shall be direc- coroner's Jury.
ted and delivered shall, at the time mentioned in the warrant,
repair to the place where the dead body is, and make return
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thereof to the Coroner, and remain in attendance upon .t he
Coroner as long as he shall be required so to do. If the six
jurors returned shall not appear, the Coroner may require the
same or any other person to return a sufficient number of
jurors to complete the number. Every person who shall
Forfeit for neg- neglect to execute said warrant, and every person summoned
~w~~
•
.
.
as a JUror who shall fail to appear without reasonable excuse
thereof, shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars to the city.
Coroner bas powSEC. 8. The Coroner shall have power to issue subpoonas
er w Issue sub- _c
•
.c hwit
· b , or at sueh time
· an d p1ace
prenaa.
1.or witnesses,
returnable 1ort
as he shall direct. If any witness shall neglect or refuse to
appear as summoned, the Coroner may issue a capias against
the body of such witness to bring him forthwith before said
Coroner and jury, which subpoonas or capias may be served
by any proper officer or indifferent person; and any witness
refusing to attend when summoned, or attending, refusing to
be sworn and testify, may be punished by said Coroner in
the same manner as witnesses may now or hereafter be punished for refusing to appear and testify before justices of the
peace.
Coroner h 38 pow•
SEC. 9. The Coroner shall adqiinister to the jury the oath
:h!~:8i~intster by law provided to be administered to jurors of inquest.
The testimony of all witnesses examined before any inquest,
shall be upon oath or affirmation, which may be administered
by the Coroner, and shall be reduced to writing by the Coroner or some other person by his direction, and shall be subscribed by the witness.
Jury's verdict.
SEC. 10. The jury, upon the inspection of the dead body
and after hearing the testimony of the witness, and making
all needful inquiries, shall draw up and deliver to the Coroner their verdict, under their hands, in which they shall find
when and how and by what means the deceased person came
. to his or her death, and his or her name if known, together
with all the material circumstances attending the death, which
verdict shall be certified by the Coroner, and within five days
thereafter lodged with the clerk of the Superior Court for
H~rtford County.
OoronerhaapowSEC. 11. If any person shall be charged by the inquest,
erwapprehend• or shall be believed by the Coroner, from the testimony in-
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traduced before the jury, to be guilty of causing the death of
the deceased, the Coroner shall have power to issue process
for his apprehension, returnable before the police court, and
upon the return of such process, the Coroner may make his
complaint to said court in the same manner and the same
proceedings shall be had thereon as if the complaint had been
made by a Grand Juror of the town of Hartford.
SEC. 12. If the Coroner by reason of sickness, absence, Coroner pro tem.
·
pore
or any other cause, shall at any time be unable to attend to ·
the duties of his office, ~he Recorder of the city shall have
power to appoint some justice of the peace, residing within
the city, to act as Coroner pro tempore, who shall, so long as
he exercises said office, have and enjoy all the rights, duties,
authority, and privileges of the Coroner.
SEC. 13. An Inspector of Fire-Wood, shall be appointed Inspector of Fire
by said court, who shall give a bond with surety in the sum :e~dandDepu•
of one hundred dollars, payable to the city, and who may
appoint not exceeding twelve Deputy Inspectors. All firewood brought to and sold in this city shall be measured by
the Inspector or Deputy Inspector, who shall give a certificate of the measure of the same in square or solid feet, signed
by him, which shall be delivered to the purchaser at the time
of sale. There shall also be provided by the city and kept
under his superintendence, as many sealed baskets as he shall
think necessary for the measuring of coa], each of which,
even full, shall hold three bushels.
SEC. 14. Whenever any fire-wood shall fall short of the
measure specified in the certificate, such deficiency shall be ·
paid for by the principal inspector to the purchaser on demand ; and after such demand the same may be recovered in
any proper action, or by a suit upon.the bond. The fees of Inspector II fees.
the inspector shall be eight cents for each load of wood bought
by land; six cents for each cord brought by boat, one-half
of which shall be paid by the purchaser, and the other half
by the seller.
SEC. 15. Every person who shall sell or purchase any
fi.rerwood without having the same measured as aforesaid, or
shall sell any fire-wood without delivering a certificate of the
measurement thereof to the purchaser at the time of such
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sale, or shall sell any charcoal except the same shall have
been measured in the baskets furnished by the city, or who
shall pack any wood, measured or sold in this city, so as to
decrease in the measurement of the same, shall forfeit and
pay a fine not exceeding twenty dollars.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
June 11, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Olerk.

.AN ORDINANCE

Relative to the Oaths of City Officers. ,
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City
of Hartford, a$ follows:·
SECTION 1. Before any Mayor, .Alderman, Common
Councilman, Clerk of the City, Clerk of the Common Coun.
cil Board, Marshal, or Deputy Marshal, Clerk of the City
Courts, Clerk of the City Police Court, Police Commissioner,
Police Officers, Policemen, Treasurer, .Auditor, City .Att0rney, Street Commissioner, Collector, City Surveyor, Inspector, Sealer of Weights and Measures, or any other officer of
the city, (except Judges or Jurors of the City or Police Court
and Compensation Commissioners,) required by law or by
ordinance to be sworn, shall be qualified to enter upon the
duties of his office, he shall receive from some person qualified to administer oaths, a form of oath or affirmation specifying the office, and requiring the said officer faithfully and
uprightly to perform all the duties and obligations thereof, according to the best of bis ability, during the full term for
which he shall hold or continue in such office by election or
re-election; and shall also receive from the person adminis- certlftcat~ or
· sueh oatbs or affi rmat10n
· a cert1'fl.cate t hat the same bas .with
oath to be lodged
termg
the city
been administered in due and legal form, and shall lodge said Clerk.
certificate with the City Clerk, to be by him kept on file:
provided, that when any such oath shall be administered by Record to ba
. d
. made in certain
t h e Mayor or by any oth er quahfi.e person at any meeting cases.
of the Court of Common Council in joint convention, or of
·
either board of said court, a record of the fact by the clerk of
such board or convention, as a part of the proceedings of such
meeting, naming the person or persons present a1:1d sworn,
shall be sufficient without a certificate.
SEC. 2. Whenever any such officer shall continue in his
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office by re-election or re-appointment, no new oath shall be
required.
SEC. 3. The Recorder and the Judges of the City Court
and the Judge of the Police Court shall, before being qualified to enter upon the duties of their offices, take the oath by
law prescribed for judicial officers of the State; Commissioners of Compensation and Appraisers of Damages shall
be sworn justly and truly to estimate and appraise all the
damages by them to be appraised during their continuanc€t
in office, according to their best and honest judgment; and
certificates or a record of such oath shall be made according
to the requirements of the iirst section of this ordinance.
SEC. 4. Jurors of the City Court shall take the oath pre·
scribed by law for Jurors in civil actions.
SEC. 5. All persons who shµll hold any of the offices
specified in the first and third sections of this ordinance at
the time the same takes effect, and who shall not have then
been sworn, shall be sworn according to the requirements of
said first and third sections.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council
April 23d, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Clerk.

AN ORDINANCE

Relative to certain City Officers and their Duties.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City
Hartford, as foUows :SECTION 1. No money, except for the payment of notes No money to be
. payabl e at b an k , or of mterest
.
. notes, scr~,
. paid
from city
of t h e city
on city
treasury unless.
or certificates of debt, shall be paid from the city treasury,
unless upon the written orcler of the Auditor of City Accounts, specifying the nature of the claim for which such
order is drawn; and any paym~nt made without such order,
except in the above-excepted cases, shall be without authority, and not obligatory on the city. No order shall be drawn No order vauc1
by such Auditor, ·or be valid, without a previous vote of the wttbout.
Court of Common Council authorizing the same, and the
only evidence of such authority shall be a certified copy of
such order, which it shall be the duty of the City Clerk to
deliver as soon as may be to sajd Auditor. In case of the
temporary illness, absence, or disability of the Auditor, the
Court of Common Council may appoint a Deputy Auditor Deputy nuuitor.
for the time being, whose acts, in conformity with the votes
of said Court, shall be valid and obligatory. The Auditor Auditor to.rend. account to the Court of Common Council
. -~~~
shall render h1s
at least two weeks before the annual election of city officers,
ancl shall keep the same in such a mode of classification as
to show the receipts and expenses of each department of the
city government and business, including the receipts and expenses of each of the courts.of said city, and the various
sources and objects of the expenditure made on account of
said courts.

He shall receive from the City Clerk, and file and safely
keep in his office all bills, claims, accounts, and vouchers allowed by the Court of Common Council, and the certified
4
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copies of all resolu~ions appropriating money. He shall be
,n; • h •
A d. ·
·
· · of
ex-o.u~cio
c airman of an ...'l.U
1tmg Comm1ttee,
cons1stmg
two members besides such .Auditor, one of whom shall be
appointed by the Board of .Aldermen from their own number,
and one by the Common Council Board from their own number, to hold office during the pleasure of the board appointing
them; to which committee every bill, account, or claim against •
tbe city shall be referred by the Court of Common Council,
for· their approval or disapproval, before the same shall be
approved by said court, unless both branches of said court
concur in dispensiJ?g with such reference. .And it shall be
the duty of said auditing committee faithfully to examine all
ac¥otmts, bills, or claims so referred to them, and all monthly
accounts of water rents received and expended by the Water
Commissioners, and faithful]y to report any informality or improper charge by them detected to the Court of Common
Council; and also to vote their approval of any such account
Auditors' duties. upon the same.
.And it shall be the duty of the .Auditor to
provide himself with such lists of officers or stated employees
of the city, in the various departments of its business, as will
enable him to examine thoroughly all claims, accounts or exhibits presented to the Court of Common Council on their
behalf.
City trensurer
SEC. 2. .All moneys accruing to the use or benefit of the
to keep an ac.
h 11 be pal.d rnto
.
. treasury, an d dup1·lCate recount of receipts city S a
the City
and disburse.
.
ments.
ce1pts or certificates shall be made by the Treasurer for all
moneys by him received as such, one of which he shall
forthwith deliver to the .Auditor of City .Accounts, and the
other, if required, to the party from which such money is received. He shall keep a faithful and true account of all his
receipts and disbursements in such a mode of classification
as to correspond to the clas~i:fication required in the forego•
ing section from the .Auditor, and shall render bis account to
the Court of Common Council at least two weeks before the
Avails of water annual city meeting.
The Treasurer shall apply any avails
rent.
of the water rents by him received to the payment of interest
on the water debt or scrip, without special order of the Court
of Common Council; and if there are excess of f?UCh avails
he shall so report to the said court, who shall thereupon

Auditing committee how chosen and duties.
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direct whether the same shall be applied to the extinguishment of the principal of the water debt or otherwise.
SEC. 3. The Clerks of the City Court and City Police Clerk of the city
court and police
Court shall supervise and defray all contingent expenditures com-t.
in behalf of their respective courts, and shall be entitled to be
re-imbursed for the same, after being allowed and certified by
the Judges of said Court, out of the fees, fines, penalties, costs,
or moneys accruing to the city treasury from said courts.And all such fees, fines, penalties, costs, or moneys shall be Fees, fines, &e.
paid to the Clerk of the Court, on account of which they shall
accrue. And each Clerk shall ·account for all the receipts and
expenditures of his court with the Auditor of City Accounts
at least three weeks before the annual city meeting, and
immediately thereafter shall pay over all the receipts in his
hands to the City Treasurer, who shall execute duplicate
receipts therefor in the manner aforesaid. And each of said
Clerks shall keep a faithful and detailed account of all sums
accruing to and due to the City Treasury on account of his
said court, distributing the items thereof according to the
various kinds or sources of expenditure or income.
SEC. 4. The City Attorney shall collect and bring all City attorney to
.
.
.
collect and bring
necessary smts for the recovery of penalties and forfeitures au suits.
accruing to the City Treasurer for violations of city ordinances,
before the City Court; shall prosecute and defend as the
attorney and counsel of the city all suits or actions brought
by or against the city, or against any city officer, when such
suit or action grows out of any office or duty connected with
the business of said city; shall, when requested by the Chief
of Police, appear and prosecute any cause pending before the
police court, shall draft all instruments, process, or forms of
proceeding required of him by the officers of said city or the
Court of Common Council or any committee thereof ; and
shall pay into the city treasury as often as once in three To pay into the
months all sums received {>r collected by him, and at the same city treasury.
time deliver an account thereof to the Auditor of City Accounts, deducting from the amount so paid into the treasury any
necessary disbursements which he shall have made on account
of the city. He shall also transmit to the Court of Common To transmit acCouncil, at its meeting next succeeding the making by him ~~:1tt oo/ ~~on
council.
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of any payment into the city treasury, a statement of his
charges for his official services, and such compensation shall
be made therefor as said court shall allow. This last account
deliverable to the Auditor for the current year, shall be by
him so delivered at least three weeks before the annual city
May employ ad- election.
He may employ such additional counsel to aid in
ditional counsel.
the trial or preparation of any cause, wherein the city is interested, as shall be approved by the Mayor and Street Commissioner ·a nd Auditing Committee.
To keep a regisSEC. 5. The City Attorney shall keep a register of all
ter.
writs and legal proceedings to which the city as a party or in
which the city shall have assumed the defense; and at the
expiration of each year, or sooner if required, make a full
report to the Court of Common Council of all suits or other
legal proceedings, in which the city is interested, whether
.finished or pending, the names of the parties, the progress or
results of the suits.
Passed in Court of Common Council, by concurrent vote,
April 30, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published
according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

AN ORDINANCE

Relative to .Bonds of City Officers.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City
of Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. All bonds of city officers shall be payable to
the City of Hartford, and shall be executed by the principal
and two sufficient sureties to the approbation of the Mayor.
Such bonds shall be conditioned on the faithful perf?rmancc
by the principal of all his official duties due to the City of
Hartford by virtue of his appointment, aud upon his saving
the city from all loss, cost, or damage, by reason of his misfeasance in office, and upon his rendering a true account of all
his money dealings for, in behalf of, and with said city, and
upon his just and true payment to the city treasury of all
moneys in his hands at any time as an officer or agent of the
city, for ~nd during the entire period for which he shall remain in his office by appointment or re-election. Such bonds
shall be given before any such officer shall enter upon his
official duties or continue longer in the exercise thereof.
SEC. 2. The penalties of the bonds required of the sev- Penalties of the
eral city officers shall be respectively as follows :-Of the bond8'
City Treasurer, twenty thousand dollars; of the City Collector, ten thousand dollars ; of the President of the Board of
Water Commissioners, ten thousand dollars; of the Auditor
of City Accounts, three thousand dollars ; of the Street
Commissioner, three thousand dollars; of the City Marshal,
three thousand dollars; of the Clerk of the Police Court, two
thousand dollars; of the Clerk of the City Court, one thousand dollars ; of the City Attorney, one thousand dollars.
SEC. 3. Every other officer
committee, in whose hands
money may be placed for disbursement, shall give bonds to

or
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the city for the faithful disbursement of the same in such
sums as the Mayor shall require.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
July 2, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and pubiished accordding to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

I

AN ORDINANCE

Relating to Vacan?ies.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity
of Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. · All vacancies whicJi shall occur in any city
office by the death, resignation, or removal of the incumbent
thereof, or for the reason that the person duly elected thereto
declines to serve, shall be filled by the Court of Common Coun cil; and the person so chosen to fill such vacancy shall immediately be vested with all the powers and functions pertaining to his office, for the full unexpired portion of the term
in which the vacancy shall have occurred.
SEC. 2. The person so chosen to fill a vacancy shall be
entitled to such part of the salary of his offiee as shall be
justly proportioned to the time for which he shall hold the
same.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
July 21, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published according to law.
Attest, • LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

,

AN ORDINANCE

·· Relative to City Meetings and Meetings of the Comt of
Common CounciJ.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City
of Hartford, as follows:.!._
City meeting,
SECTION 1. The Mayor, or in case of his absence or disabilhow c.nlled.
ity, the Acting President of the Board of Aldermen, or in the
absence of the Mayor and of said President, the Senior Alderman present in the city may, at any time, and when thereunto instructed by order of the Court of Common Council,
Meeting of the shall call a city meeting; and mav, at any time, and upon
court of common
"
:~~tl, how the request in writing of any two. members of the Board of
Aldermen and four members of the Common Council Board
shall, without unreasonable delay, call a meeting of the Court
of Common Council, by issuing a warrant to the Marshal or
any Deputy Marshal of the city, requiring him to notify the
electors of the city, or the Court of Common Council, as the
case may be, that such meeting will be holden at the time
and place in such warrant designated; which warrant-, in the
case of a city meeting, shall be issued And served at least two
days before the day when such meeting is to be holden, and
Warrants served shall specify the objects thereof.
All warrants for meetings
and returnable.
.
of the Court of Common Council shall be served by leaving
a copy thereof with each member of said court, or at his
usual place of abode, and shall be returned, with a proper
indorsement of service, before said meeting, to the Clerk of the
Board of Aldermen ; and a certified copy thereof, and of said
indorsement shall, before said meeting, be left with the Clerk
of the Common Council Board. All warrants for city meetings shall be served by causing a true and attested copy
thereof to be published in at least two da:ly newspapers·
issued in the city of Hartford, and by fixing a true and
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attested copy thereof on the public sign-post in said city.
The Court of-Common Council, whenever, in their judgment,
an emergency requires a city meeting to be called on shorter
notice, may, by a suitable vote, prescribe the manner of warning the same. Warrants for city meetings shall be returned
before the meeting to the City Clerk, with a suitable indorsement of service.
SEC. 2. Annual city meetings for the choice of city offi- .Annual city
cers shall hereafter be held in the wards of said city on the meetings.
second Monday of April in each year, and shall be warned
in the manner prescribed in the foregoing section, by the
Mayor, or President of the Board of Aldermen, or Senior
Alderman, without any previous order of the Court of Common Council.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
May 28th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and publisl;ted according to law.
·
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.
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A.N ORDINANCE

To regulate the mode of City Taxation.
Be it ordai'ned by the Court of Common Council of the City
Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. The Assessors of the town of Hartford for
.
.
· of
the time
bemg
shall be ex-officio the Assessors of t he city
list.
d
.
.
Hartfor , and may prepare, at and withm such time as t h ey
think proper, a city assessment list of the polls and ratable
estate within the limits of the city, or may in some suitable
manner distinguish or set apart such polls and ratable estate
, upon the town assessment lists by them prepared, for which
service they shall receive such reasonable compensation as
the Court of Common Council ,shall allow ; and the list of
city assessments thus prepared or distinguished, or in case of
the neglect of the Town Assessors to perform the above described duty, the assessment list last completed or next to be
completed by the Assessors and Board of Relief of the town
of Hartford, shall be the list according to which the taxes of
the city of Hartford shall be laid after the first day of October, A. D. 1860.
Rate maker.
SEC. 2. The Court of Common Council may, at regular
meeting, appoint a City Rate Maker, to hold office during
the pleasure of said court, who shall make out and certify
a rate bill, setting forth the proportion which each taxable
person should pay according to law, for which service he shall
receive such reasonable compensation as the Court of ComCity collector.
mon Council shall allow; and the Collector of the city, in
collecting any tax laid by the Court of Common Council,
shall have the powers and conform to the regulations conferred upon and prescribed for the collectors o_f town taxes
by the public statutes of the State, after having received
Mayor,s warrant. from the Mayor a warrant for tB.e collection of any such tax

Tow-Aassessors
may prepare a
0_1t1 assessment
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which warrant the Mayor is empowered to issue upon application of the Collector. And the Collector shall be accountable to the Mayor. in the same manner as collectors of town
taxes are to the Selectmen; and the Mayor may also issue
his warrant to and thereby require and empower the City
Marshal to collect from any negligent Collector the sums due
from such Collector to the City Treasury; which warrant may
be against the lands, chattels and body of such Collector;
and said warrant shall be proceeded with like executions in
civil actions.
SEC. 8. The Court of Common Council, at any regular Courtotcommon
.
council to lay a
meetmg thereof, may lay a tax upon the polls and ratable tax.
•
estate within the city, for the purpose of defraying any lawful expense, or paying the principal of or inter~st _upon any
lawful debt, or discharging any lawful liability of the city of
Ilartford; and it shall be their duty to lay such taxes annually, at least, upon the proper list, and shall fix the compensation of the Collector for collecting each particular tax so
laid.
Passed by concurrent vote in the Court of Common Co11;ncil, June 11th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published
according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

AN ORDINANCE

Relative to Taxe.s to be laid before October ls~
1860,
Be it ordained by the Court of Oommon Council of the City
of Hartford, as follows:.
The assessment list of the town of Hartford last made,
corrected, .and coµ1pleted, shall be the list according to which
any city tax laid before the :first day of October, A. D. 1860,
shall be laid upon the polls and ratable estate wi~hin the city
limits; and
are hereby
appointed City Rate Makers, to make out a rate bill for the
purpose of collecting any such tax, for which they shall receive a reasonable compensation. Any tax laid before the
last-mentioned date, by the Court of Common Council, shall
be laid and •collected according to the provisions of the second and third sections of the Ordinance, entitled "An Ordinance to regulate the mode of City Taxation."
Passed by concurrent vote in the Court of Common Council, June 11th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, an~ published
according to law.
Attest,.
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Olerk.

AN ORDINANCE

Relating to the Public Parks.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity
of Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. At a meeting of the Court of Common Coun- P:rk commis.
d
h
sioners chosen.
cil, to be holden upon the second Mon ay of June next, t ere
shall be chosen five Commissioners of the Park, one of which
shall hold his office until the next annual meeting of the
Court of Common Council for the choice of city officers, one
for one, one for •two, one for three, and the other for four
years from that time; and thereafter, at the an~ual meeting
of said court for the choice of city _officers, there shall be
chosen one Commissioner of the Park; who shall hold his
office for five years.
SEC . .2. Said Board shall have the care and management And have the
.
f h
bl' p arksof th'1s mty,
. mentor
careandmanageOf a11 matters re1atrng to any o t e pu 1c
the pub.
d
d
f
h
d
lie parks.
an d to t h e improvement an a ornment o t e same; an
may make such rules and regulations for the management
of the same, and the government of all persons visiting the
same, as they shall think proper; and every person who shall
violate any of the rules and regulations made by the Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay a
fine not exceeding thirty-five dollars.
SEC. 3. No pay shall be allowed either of said Commis- No pay.
sioners for any services rendered by him, but his expenses
and disbursements shall be paid from the City Treasury.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council
May 28th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published according to law.
·.Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

AN ORDINANCE

~n addition to an Ordinance relating to the P~blic
Parks.
• Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity
of Hartford:court _of common
SECTION 1. Whenever the Park Commissioners of the city
counc1l to appro- h 11 h' k . d . bl
.
priate money for S a t lil 1t
esua . e or expe d"ient to mak e any a1terat10n
improvement or
.
.
f
h
.
k
f
h
.
.
alteration.
or improvement m any o t e Pubhc Par s o t e city, 1t
shall be their duty to submit to the Court of Common Council
a plan or written description of such improvement or alteration, accompanied by an estimate of the cost of the same.
If the ·c ourt of Common Council shall approve of the alteration or improvement submitted as aforesaid, and shall appropriate the amount of money nececsary for the completion of
the same, said Park Commissioners shall then be authorized
to proceed and mak~ such alteration or improvement by contract, or otherwise, as to them shall seem most expedient.
SEC. 2. Nothing in the foregoing section shall be so conNecessary repairs.
strued as to prevent said Park Commissioners from making
at any time any and all necessary repairs of the walks, drives,
or mechanical structures connected with any of the Public
Parks of said city.
SEC. 3. The Park Commissioners shall keep an account
Account of expenditures.
of all expenditures made in their department, which shall be
open at all times to the inspection of any member of the
Court of Common Council, and shall make report to said
court of such expenditure, at least once a month, unless excused therefrom by said court.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of ComJJ?.On Council,
March 25th, 1861 ; approved March 26th, 1861 ; and published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

•
•

AN ORDINANCE.

Relative to Jurors and Taxable Fees of the City Court.
Be 'it ordained by the Oourt of Oommon Oouncil of the Oity of
Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. The Board of Aldermen shall be warned by Meeting for the
. the manner prov1'dedby law £or warmng
. meet- choice of jurors.
t h e M ayor, m
ings of the Court of Common Council, to meet in the year
1860, on the third Monday of July, and thereafter, on the
fourth Monday of April, in each year, for the choice of Jurors
of the City Court; and said board shall, at such meeting, select not less than seventy nor more than one hundred and fifty
freeholders of said city to serve as such jurors, for the year
ensuing, whose names shall be immediately returned by the
Clerk of the Board to the Clerk of the City Court, who shall
write each of said names upon a separate piece of paper which,
after being rolled up, shall be placed in a suitable box; whenever a jury-warrant shall be issued by the clerk of said court
to the City Marshal or his deputy, the officer serving the
same shall, in the presence of the clerk and one judge of said
court, at least, draw from said box such number of names as
his warrant requires, and no more, without knowing in any
manner any name so drawn, before drawing the same; and
shall then summon the persons whose names shall have been
thus drawn, according to the mandate of such warrant. If,
for any reason, more jur9rs shall be required to complete the
panel, the officer attending the court shall supply the deficiency, by drawing the names of other persons from said box,
in the manner aforesaid, and summoning them to attend and
serve. The names of such jurors as do not attend, or are
excused for the whole term from serving, shall immediately
be returned to said box, and the names of such as do attend
and serve shall be placed by the clerk in another box or re-

.
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ceptacle, to be drawn after the names of those remaining in the
:first-mentioned box shall have been exhausted. Any juror
who shall have been duly summoned, who shall refuse to attend or serve, shall pay a penalty of five dollars for the use
of the city, recoverable upon this ordinance.
SEC. 2. Taxable fees in the •City Court, and of the Clerk
of the City Court, shall be the same as are by law provided
for the Superior Court, and of the clerk thereof.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
July 2d, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published •according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

...

AN ORDINANCE

Relating to the Execution of Conveyances of the City
_ Property, and Evidences of Debt of said City,
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Co1.mcil of the City
of Hartford, as follows:SECTION 1. ·.All grants, leases, and conveyances of any
real estate belonging to said city, executed by the Mayor of
the city, sealed with the city seal, approved by the Court of
Common Council in a legal meeting, and recorded in the
town where the lands conveyed lie, shall be effectual to convey such estate.
SEC. 2.
All conveyances of personal property belonging
to the city of greater value than one hundred dollars, and
all evidences of debt issued by the city, shall be executed by
the Mayor, sealed with the city seal, and approved by the
Common Council.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
May 28th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published
according to law.
Attest,
LEVI _WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

6

AN ORDINANCE

Relating to Nuisances.

Privy

nccommo-

dations.

Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity
of Hartford, as follows :SECTION 1. That the owner of every building situated in

the city of Hartford, occupied for dwellings or for any mechanical or manufacturing purposes, who shall neglect or refuse while said building is so occupied, to provide suitable and
convenient privy accomodations for the occupants of the
same, shall forfeit and pay to the city of Hartford a fine of
thirty dollars ; and a further fine of ten dollars for every
week that said owner shall neglect or refuse to provide the
same.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
July 9th, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published according to law.
.Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

•

AN ORDINANCE

Organizing and Regulating the Police Foree.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City
of Hartford:
SECTION 1. There shall be and hereby is established ·a
Police Force for the City of Hartford, which shall be styled
the Police Department of the City of Hartford:
SEC. 2. At the first meeting of the Court of Common Board of police
•
,
.
. commissioners,
Council to be held after the passage of this ordmance, said how chosen.
Common·Council by concurrent vote shall choose six persons
'
who shall constitute the. Board of Police Commissioners; and
in voting for such Commissioners each member of the council shall vote for three persons and ·no more, whose names
shall all be written or printed upon one piece of paper; and
the six persons who shall receive the highest number of votes
shall be declared elected, whether they receive a majority
of all the votes cast or not. The persons so elected shall Term or office
how determined.
hold their office-two for the term of one year, two for the
term of two years, and two for the term of three years ; which
terms shall be decided by lots, to be drawn in the presence of
the Mayor of the city and the City Clerk. In drawing said
lots the persons so elected shall be divided into two classes;
the first class to consist of the three persons who received the
highest number of votes, and the ~econd class of those who
• received the lowest number of votes, and were elected by
said Council. Each class shall draw by themselves. One
person only in each class shall hold office for each of the
terms above mentioned. ·After the choice of the Board of Two
police commissioners to be
Police Commissioners by the Common Council as above men- chosen annually.
tioned-said Council shall, annually, at their joint meetings
for the choice of City Officers, choose two persons by ballot
to be members of said board, who shall hold their offices
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for the term of th,..ee years; and in voting for said officers
each member of the said Council shall vote for one person
and no more; and the two persons who shall have the highest number of votes shall be deemed to be elected.
Mayor ex-officio
SEC. 3. The Mayor of the City shall, ex-officio, be the
presiding officer.
- Comm1ss10ners,
· ·
pres1.d.mg offi cer of t h e B oar d of p o1ice
an d·
shall have the casting vote in all cases where there shall be
Provided.
a tie vote of the board; provided, that he shall have no vote
in the appointment of any member of the police force.
Police departSEC. 4. The Police Department shall consist of one Chief
ment to consist
.
,
or.
of Police, one Captain, one Lieutenant, and not less than fif_
teen nor more than twenty-two Policemen, and not less than
ten nor more than twenty Supernumerary Policemen.
Memhers of the
SEC. 5. All the members of the Police Department named
same appointed.
. in Section 4 hereafter to be appointed shall be appointed by
the Board of Police Commissioners, and shall hold their office
· '
during good behavior, and until removed for cause.· But no
person shall be appointed to any office in the department
without the assent of at least four memhers of the said board.
Removals.
And no member of said department shall be removed unless
upon a complaint in writing, (a copy of which shall be furnished to him,) and after he shall have had a reasonable time,
not less than six days to prepare a defense thereto; such complaint shall be made to the said Board of Commissioners, and
Power to susmay be made by any person whatsoever. The CJhief of
nd
pe •
Police, the Captain of Police, the Mayor of the City, and the
Police Judge, or any member of the Board of Police Commissioners shall have power to suspend policemen from office
Charges in writ- from cause; but such suspension shall not continue for more
ing.
than twenty-four hours thereafter, unless the person ordering.
such suspension shall within that time notify the said board
in writing of such suspension, the ground of such suspension, •
and the names of witnesses to sustain such charges. After
notice shall have been given to the accused, the said board or
a committee of their own number, to be appointed by them,
shall hear and examine witnesses under oath or affirmation,
upon the charges and in defense; and said board may continue
the suspension, remove the accused from office, or restore him
to duty. In all cases in which the suspension is continued, the
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party suspended shall be deprived of hjs pay from the date
. of his suspension, but he shall not be exempt from performance of duty unless the officer making such suspension shall
so expressly order. The violation of any law of the State or s?sp~nsion or
.
.
.
d1sm1ssal.
ordmance of the city, or of any rule or regulat10n of the
Police Department, or incompetency, shall, if proved, be
punished by suspension or dismjssal from the force.
SEC. 6. NO pay shall be allowed .to any member of the N? pay to COID·
.i.
C
. .
£or any services
. ren dered by missioners.
B oard of P 011ce
omm1ss10ners
them, but his actual expenses and disbursements shall be paid
·
from the City Treasury when allowed by the Common
Council.
SEO. 7. The pay of the Chief of Police shall be $800 per Pay
of the department.
annum ; the pay of the Captain of Police shall be $650 per
annum; the pay of the Lieutenant of Police shall be $650 per
annum ; the pay of each ·Policemen shall be $600 per annum ;
and for the Supernumerary Policemen the sum of one dollar
and fifty cents a day for each day of twenty-four hours, to be
deducted from the pay of the persons in whose places they act.
SEO. 8. The City Auditor shall draw his order on the The department,
.
how paid.
City Treasurer, monthly, for the pay of each meniber of the
Police Force, and the certificate of the Chief of Police, countersigned by a member of the Board of Police Commissioners,
shall be his sufficient vouchers therefor, except in the case of
the Chief of Police, when the certificate of member of the
board shall be sufficient. No fees or compensation, other than
as herein provided, shall be charged or received by any member of the J?olice Department; but each member of said department shall, before being qualified for the discharge of the
duties of his office, execute, in writing, a transfer anu assignment of all his interest in any fees which may be taxed in his
favor, in said Police Court_. to the Treasurer of the city, for
the benefit of said city ; and no member of the department
shall be entitled to receive any salary, for any services rendered by him, until such transfer and assignment shall have
been executed by him to the satisfaction of the Board of
Commissioners, and lodged on :file in the office of the City
Treasurer. Nor shall any member of the department receive
any present or reward for services rendered, or to be rendered
by him, unless with the consent of the Board of Commissioners.

a
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SEC. 9. The Chief of Police, Captain, and Lieut.enant of
partment.
Police, and Policemen, shall have all the ordinary powers of •
Constables of towns within the limits of the city.
Chief of Police,
SEC. 10. It ahall be the duty of the Chief of Police, unhis duties.
der the direction of the Pol~ce Commissioners, to superint.end
the Police Department; and it shall be his duty, once in three
months, or oftener if necessary, to report to the Common
C~mncil, through the ·Board of Commissioners, the state of the
department. The cozn:mon Council shall provide him with
an office, wherein he shall keep all the records of the Police
Department, and also of the Board of Commissioners, of which
board he shall be the Secretary; he shall also keep a roster of
all the officers and members of the Police Force, and all reports
shall be made to him at said office, which shall be the headquarters of the department. He shall receive from any subordinate member of the Police Force, and from every other
person, all complaints of violations of any law of the State, .
or ordinance of the city, and shall see that the same be prosecuted before the proper court. He shall also have the general
care and responsibility of the said Police Force ; and all other
members of said force shall be subject to his orders. He shall,
from time to time, designate t1:i.c officers to attend the Police
Court, and to collect assessments, and to serve notices; and in
case of the absence of any Regular Policeman from duty, shall
appoint a Supernumerary Policeman to take his place. The
CaptalnofPollce, Captain of Police, in case of the absence or disability of the
his duties.
• Chief of Police, shall discharge the duties of said Chief. He
shall also, at all times, under the direction of said Chief, have
the management and control of said Police Force. He shall
be on duty at such times and places as shall be ordered by the
Board of Police Commissioners, and shall receive and execute
all orders received from them through the Chief of Police,
1n connection
when said Chief of Police shall be on duty. He shall, in
with lieutenant.
•
. h h L.
.
connect10n
wit
t e ieutenant, h ave ch arge of t h e station
house; and all persons who shall be committed to or confined
in said station house shall be in his custody and control, by
whomsoever arrested ; and it shall be his duty to enquire into
the charges made against any person so committed ; and, if
necessary, bring them before the Police Court for trial, and see
that the witnesses against them are duly summoned.
Powersand duties of the de-
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SEC. 11. No person shall be committed to or detained in No person to be
· h ouse, or d'1sch arge d t h erefrom, wit
· h out t h e know1- det.ainedinstathe station
tlon hoUN.
edge and consent of the Chief of Police or Captain, or the
Lieutenant when acting in his place.
SEC. 12. Either the Captain or Lieutenant shall be at the Captain or lieu-·
· h ouse, except wh en b oth are necessan.1yabsent, m
. tenant
to be at
stat10n
thestatlonhouae
~hich case a Policeman shall be deputed by the Chief of Police
to take charge of the same; and, while so taking charge, he
shall have the same authority over and discharge the same
duties in relation to the station house as the Captain when on
duty. The Lieutenant of Police shall, in the absence or disa- Lieutenant or
bility of the Captain of Police, discharge all the duties incum- pollce,hts dutie11.
bent on said Captain, and also such special duties as shall be
required of him by the Board of Police Commissioners, the
Chief of Police, or Captain of Police, and shall also discharge
the ordinary duties of a Policeman when not otherwise employed.
SEC. 13. It shall be the duty of a Policeman to obey such Policemen, their
lawful orders and directions as they shall receive, from time duties.
to time, from their superior officers respecting their duty; and
it shall be their duty to guard the city day and night; to report to the Chief of Police, through their Captain, all violations
of City Ordinances, all suspicious persons, all houses of illfame, all pawn-brokers' shops,·and shops for the purchase and
sale of second-hand articles, all gaming houses, and all disorderly and suspicious places of resort. They shall preserve the
public peace, and render all possible assistance to the ministers
of the law. They shall direct strangers the nearest way to their Direct strangel'8.
places of destination, and when necessary shall see they are
accompanied by a member of the force. They shall, when Attend police
necessary, attend the Police Court, and shall serve the process court.
of said court, and shall be subject to the orders and directions
of said court. They shall especially attend to keeping the streets and sidestreets and sidewalks of the city clear of all unlawful obstruc- walka.
tious, and shall report to the Chief of Police, through the Captain, all imperfections and obstructions thereof, who shall take
immediate steps to remove the same. They shall collect all Assessments tor
assessments for betterments that shall be laid by the Common betterments.
Collncil, and the Mayor shall issue his warrant to collect said

•
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assessments, directed to said Policemen, who shall serve the
same ; they shall also serve all notices that shall be ordered
to be served by the Common Council, but they shall receive
no compensation for said collections or services. They shall
also, without compensation, serve all process which may be
issued by the Coroner, and attend upon the inquests taken by
him when directed by the Chief.
SEC. 14. All.Policemen not otherwise specially employed
shall, on the breaking out of a fire, immediately repair to the
vicinity thereof, and use their best endeavors to save and
secure property.
SEC. 15. Every person appointed to an office in the Police
Department shall be, at the time of his appointment, a citizen
of the United States, and a qualified voter of the city; and
capable of speaking, reading, and writing the English language; and shall, before exercising any function of his office,
make oath or affirmation, before some competent authority,
that ~e will support the Constitution of the United States, and
the State of Connecticut, and that he will faithfully discharge
the duties of the office to which he shall have been appointed;
and shall cause a certificate of such oath or affirmation to be
l0dged in the office of the Board of Police Commissioners.
SEC. 16. The Board of Police Commissioners shall make
all needful rules and regulations for the control and government of the department, not conflicting with the laws of the
State or ordinances of the city, and may prescribe suitable
penalties of suspension for a time, or removal from office, for .
the infringement of said rules. And every member of the
force who shall, while on duty, enter any tippling, or bawdy,
or otherwise disorderly house, unless to suppress disturbance,
or upon the order of his superior officer, or shall inferfere in
any caucus or primary election, or shall attempt, either directly
or indirectly, to influence any elector. in the exercise of his
right of voting, or shall attend·to any poll or voting place unless so directed by his superior officer, shall be removed from
his place in said department, and be ineligible to reappointment for the term of one year.
SEC. 17: Persons now holding office in the Police Department of said city, under the ordinance of said city organizing
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and regulating the Police Force, shall hold the several offices
named in Sec. 4 of this ordinance, corresponding to the
offices heretofore held by them respectively under said ordinance. in the same manner as they would have held the same
if appointed by the Board of Police Commissioners elected
according to the provisions of this ordinance, and shall retain
their respective offices until removed for cause accbrding to
Sec. 5 of this ordinance.
SEC. 18, The ordinance, entitled an ordinance organizing
and regulating the Police Force, approved June 11, 1860, and
any ordinance, or part of an ordinance inconsistent with the
provisions of this ordinance, is hereby repealed.
Passed September 9th, 1861, and approved September
10th, 1861, and published according to law.
.Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Okrlc.

7

~

AN ORDINANCE

Relating to the Police Department.
Be it o'rdained by the Court of Common Council of the City of
Hartford:Ma.yor and chief
SECTION 1. The :Mayor shall be the chief executive magof police ha.s nu- .
•
•
• thorlty.
1strate and conservato;r of the peace of the e1ty; and 1t shall
be bis duty to be vigilant and active in causing the laws and
ordinances to be executed and enforced. He and the Chief
of Police shall each have authority, with forde and·strong band
when necessary, to suppress all tumults, riots, routs, and unlawful assemblies, and to arrest witb9ut warrant and commit
to prison, for any time not exceeding twenty-four hours, any
person or persons who shall be detected in revelling, quarreling, brawling, or otherwise behaving in a disorderly manner,
to the disturbance or annoyance of the peaceable inbabitant.s
of the city; each of them shall have power to enter any
house or building which be has reasonable cause to suspect
to be inhabited by persons of ill-fame, or to which persons of dissolute, idle, or disorderly character are suspected to
resort; and if any dissolute, disorderly, or vagrant persons
are found assembled in any such house or building, be shall
command all such persons immediately to dispen:;e, if, in his
opinion, the good order of any portion of the city require it;
Power to commit and in case of neglect or refusal to obey such command, he is
without warrant. h
. d an d empowered to commit,
. wit
. h out warereby autbonze
rant, any person or persons so disobeying to prison, for a term
not exceeding twenty-four hours; and each of them shall have
and exercise, within the limits of the city, all the powers
given to Sheriffs or other officers, by the sixty-seventh and
sixty-eighth sections of a certain statute law of this State, entitled "An Act concerning Crimes and Punishments," and may
at all times, if necessary, require the aid of any City or Dep-
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uty Marshal, Constable, Policemen, or any and all of them,
or any other person or persons; and whenever the Mayor M!l!tary can be
·
. . will be made ca.lied out.
sh a11 h ave reason. to b e1ieve
that great oppos1t10n
to the execution of his authority, he shall have power to call
out all, any, or either of the military companies of the city,
and may exert all the force necessary to enable him to execute the laws within the limits of the city.
SEC. 2. Every officer and soldier when called into service Penalty for dlso. m
. t h e manner a1oresa1
.!'
•d
b y t h e Mayor of t h e city,
, wh o sh a11 bedience.
.
disobey the commands of the Mayor, shall forfeit and pay a
fine to the city not exceeding fifty dollars.
SEC. 3. Every person who shall hinder, obstruct, resist, Penalty for
or abuse the Mayor, or any City or Deputy Marshal, or Con- abuse, &c.
stable, Police Officer, or Policeman in the execution of his
office, or, when commanded to assist him therein: shall refuse
or unreasonably neglect so to do, shall forfeit and pay a fine
not exceeding fifty dollars.
SEC. 4. It shall not be lawful for persons to assemble idly Idle assemblies.
and remain in crowds upon the sidewalks, crosswalks, or walks
upon the public parks, or before churches, or before or within
the cemeteries within the city; and all persons, to the number of three or more, so assembling and refusing to disperse
when commanded by the Mayor, or by any City or Deputy
Marshal, Police Officer or Policeman, Special Constable, or
by any Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Constable or Justice of the
Peace, may be arrested and forthwith brought before the Police Court, or if it be on Sunday or in the night season, such
person or persons may be confined in the watch house until
the next day upon which said Police Court shall be holden;
and every such person shall be punished by a fine not exceeding thirty dollars.
SEC. 5. Every officer and member of the Police Force
shall at all times have, within the city, the same power as to
the service of criminal process and arrest offenders that Constables of towns have within their respective towns.
Passed in Court of Common Council, November 26th, 1860,
approved N ovcmber 27th, and published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Olerk.

AN ORDINANCE

Fixing the Salaries of Ctiy Officers.
Be it ord,a.ined by the Court of Common Council of the City of
Hariford:SECTION 1. That the following sums shall be paid as salaries to the several city officers herein named : To the
Mayor, one thousand dollars;
City Treasurer, six hundred dollars;
. Auditor, five hundred dollars;
.
City Clerk, fl ve hundred and fifty dollars ;
.
Clerk of Common Council, tw-o hundred and fifty dollars ;
Street Commissioner, eleven hundred dollars;
Recorder, six hundred dollars ;
Associate Judges of the.City Court, each four hundred and
fifty dollars ;
Clerk of the City Court, two hundred and fifty dollars;
Messenger, same as allowed messengers of other courts,
$1.50 per day; .
Judge of the Police Court, eight hundred and fifty dollars;
Clerk of the Police Court, six hundred and fifty dollars ;
Chairman of the Health Committee, four hundred dollars;
President of the Board of Water Commissioners, twelve
hundred dollars ;
Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, three hundred
dollars;
Assistant Engineers of the Fire Department, each fifty
dollars.
SEC. 2. The City Auditor shall draw his order on the
City Treasurer for the payment of the salaries 'quarterly, and
said salaries shall be in full for the performance of all official
duties.
SEC. 3. City Surveyor shall be paid five dollars for each

SAL.A.RIES OF CITY OFFICERS.

day employed in the business of the city, under direction of
the Court of Common Council, or its Committees.
City Marshal, for each day's attention on City Court, $1.50
For summoning a jury,
.50
For warning a City Meeting, 1.00
For serving process, same as Sheriffs.
Messengers of the Court of Common Council, per day, 1.50
For warning meeting of the Court of Common Council, 1.50
City Attorney, for each fine collected without suit,
.50
For all moneys collected for debts and paid into the
City Treasury, two and a half per cent.
For all fines collected by suit, besides the bill of costs
collected, amounting to or exceeding twenty-five dollars, 6.00
For a11 fines less than that sum, provided the amount
paid shall not exceed the amount collected,
4.00
For appearing by request of the Chief of Police, in a case
before the Police Court, the same fees allowed State's A ttorneys in the Superior Court.
Ifor complaint and attendance before the Police Court, the
sa.me fees as allowed Grand Jurors for like services.
Coroner, for each Venire, $0.50
for " Subpcena,
- .25
for " Capias,
.50
for " Warrant for arrest,
- .50
for " day's hearing before Jury,
1.00
For complaint and attendance before Police Court, the same
fees as Grand Juror.
For witnesses, the same as witnesses in criminal Cl;l,Ses.
Jurors, and .Jurors in City Court, per day, $1.50
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
Sept. 24, 1860, approved by ·the Mayor, and published according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.
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•

Supplementary to "An Ordinance fixing the Salaries of
City Officers " Approved by Mayor, September
24th, 1860,
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the City of
HartjQrd:SECTION 1. The Messenger of the Police Court shall be
allowed the sum of three hundred dollars per annum, to be
paid in the same manner, and at the same time as the salaries
of other city officers are now paid.
Passed July 22d, 1861, and approved July 26th, 1861.
.Attest,

LEVI WOODIIOUSE, City Ol,erk.

l

AN ORDINANCE

Regulating the Erection of Buildings.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity of
Hartford:SECTION 1. Every person who shall erect or place within No wood build8
any building within the limits hereinafter described, except ~1:/: to be erect•
such as shall have their outer walls composed wholly of iron,
·
brick, stone, or mortar, or have already within the same some
apparatus for heating the same, any chimney, stove, :fireplace
furnace, or other apparatus for heating the same, shall forfeit
and pay a :fine of :fifty dollars, and thirty dollars a month for
every month that the same shall be permitted to remain.
SEC. 2. Every person who shall erect, move, add to, or No buildings to
. h.lil Sal·a 1·1m1ts,
. any b arn, Stabl e, or Sh op, except be
erected withp1a"Ce Wlt
out permission.
such as shall have their outer walls composed entirely of iron,
brick, stone, or mortar, without liberty from the Court of
Common Council, shall forfeit and pay a :fine of :fifty dollar~,
and twenty dollars a month for every month that the same
shall be permitted to remain.
SEC. 3. This ordinance shall be in force within the follow• Fire limits.
ing described limits, to wit: commencing on Vandyke avenue at its intersection with Sequassen street, thence running
westerly through the center of Sequassen street in a line to
Wethersfield avenue at a point :fifteen rods south of the south
line of Alden street, thence westerly on a line parallel with
the north line of Alden street, and :fifteen rods dist~t therefrom to Maple avenue; thence to Park street, at a point :fifteen rods west of Knox avenue; thence to Asylum avenue
at a point :fifteen rods west of Sumner street; thence northwesterly on a line fifteen rods distant from the west line of
Sumner street to Garden street ; thence to Main street at a
point :fifteen rods north of Canton street; thence easterly on
a line :fifteen rods north of and parallel to the north line of

•
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Canton street to Windsor street; thence southerly through
the center of Windsor street to Pleasant street ; thence easterly through the center of Pleasant street to Connecticut river.
All petitions reSEC. 4. All petitions to the Court of Common Council
ferred to fire del .
bml. din gs, sha11 be re£erred to t he Comm1ttee
·
partment com- re atmg to
of
roittee.
.
the Fire Department, who shall meet after having given at
least two days' notice of the time and place of their meeting
in two daily papers printed in said city, to inquire into the
matters asked for in said petition and make their report to
the Court of Common Council, who may, if they deem it expedient, grant said application under such restrictions as they
shall think proper.
Nobuildingtobe
SEC. 5. Every person who shall erect, add to, remove, or
erected on street, l
h
h
.
or alley less than pace any ouse, s op, or store, upon any private way, street,
40 feetin
width, or a11ey ofl ess w1'dt h t h an £orty £eet, or any b arn, woo d -h ouse,
and
penalty.
carriage house, or other outhouse, shops, and store-4ouses,
within three rods of any street or highway in this city, without the permission of the Court of Common Council, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars, and twenty dollars
for each and every_month that the same shall be permitted
to remain.
PenaltyforereoSEC. 6. Every person who shall erect, add to, move, or
tion
without per- p1ace any dwe11'mg- house, shop, store, barn, or bm'ld'mg, except
mission.
out-houses, in any place in this city, without permission of
the Committee appointed to direct relating to the location of
building materials on the highways in this city, or of the
Court of Common Council, or in any manner contrary to the
allowance and direction of said Committee, or of the Court of
Common Council, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars,
and ten dollars for every month that said building shall be
permitted to remain.
Passed by coRcurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
August 27, 1860, approved by the Mayor, and published
according to law.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

.AN ORDINANCE

Relative to Streets and Alleys.
SEC'rION 1. There shall not be laid out in the City of No street to be
.
.
.
laid out less than
II artford any pubhc Highway, Street, or .Alley of less width 40 feet in width.
than forty feet, except at its entrance, or at its intersection of
another street, highway, or alley.
SEC. 2. No house, shop, or store, shall be erected fronting No building to be
•
· •
erected on such &
upon any pnvate way, street, or alley, of less width than forty street without
feet, which shall be hereafter laid out or opened by any license.
individual or individuals; provicled, nevertheless, that the Court
of Commom Council be, and they hereby are authorized (if
they see fit) to give special license to any proprietor or proprietors of lands adjacent to erect stores or shops fronting
upon such private ways, streets, or alleys.
SEC. 3. Every person who shall lay out or open any street renaltyforopen
or alley for public use, except by permission and under the mg.
.
direction of the Court of Common Council of said City, shall
forfeit and pay to the City a fine of Fifty Dollars, and a further :fine of Thirty Dollars a month for each and every month
that said street, way, or alley shall be kep~ open.
SEC. 4. Every person who shall, contrary to the provis- Pe!1a1ty tor
·
10ns
of t h'1s act, erect any house, shop, or store upon any bmlding.
private way, street, or alley in the City of Ilartford, shall
forfeit and pay to the City a fine of not less than Fifty Dollars, and a further fine of Forty Dollars a month for each
and every month that said house, shop, or store shall remain
upon said street, way, or alley.
Passed in Court of Common Council, December 10th, 1860,
approved, Dec. 11th.
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Olerlc.
Attest;
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AN ORDINANCE

Relating to Nuisances Injurious to Health.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Ot'ty
of Hartford:~tth commitSECTION 1. The Court of Common Cc;mncil shall, annually, appoint not exceeding ten persons, to be denominated
the Health Committee, whose duty it shall be, at the expense
of the city, to cause all matters and things which are or shall
be, by any By-Law or Ordinance of this city, declared to be
nuisances or prohibited, to be removed or suppressed, and
To report viola- from time to time report all violations thereof to the City
tions ordinances
to city attorney. Attorney, that the same may be .prosecuted; and said committee shall cause the public streets and all wharves and
To Inspect and landing places to be frequently and carefully inspected and
remove nu!•
•
8allces.
punfied f,rom filth and animal and vegetable putrefaction at
the expense of the city; and it shall be the duty of said
committee, and any two of them are hereby empowered to
To inspect
inspect, as often as they shall deem necessary, all slaughter
slaughter houses
and other places. houses, tanneries, tallow chandleries, soap boilers, curriers'
shops or works, and all other places in said city, and if
they shall find filth or putrefaction in any shop or place by
them visited, which in their opinion may prove detrimental
to the health of the inhabitants of this city, said committee
or any two of them, if they shall be a majority of the comowner and occu- mittee present, shall give orders to the person or persons
pants to be noti•
.
. wh'1ch sa1'd fil t h
fled.
owmng
or occupymg
sa1'd sh op or p1ace m
or putrefaction shall. be found, for the removing or burying
of said filth or putrefaction, or for cleansing or purifying said
shop or place in such other way or manner as such committee
or such two of them, as aforesaid, there present, may see
advisable; and the said committee or such two of them, as
aforesaid, are hereby empowered to give orders to the person

I
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or persons owning or occupying the said shops or places, in
relation to the ways and mea~ to be by them used for keeping the same continually cleansed and purified from :filth and
putrefaction, and all orders and directions · which shall be
given by said committee or such two of them, as aforesaid,
shall be in writing, under their hands, a duplicate of which Noticetobe
.
.
t h e sa1'd committee
or t he members wbo shall sign
t he same given in writing.
shall, immediately after delivery of said orders and directions
to such person or persons, lodge with the Clerk of the City
Court; and every person who shall neglect to obey and con- Penalty ror negform to any of the orders or directions or any part thereof so Iect.
given by said committee, or any two of them, in conformity
to any By-Law or Ordinance of this city, shall forfeit and pay
a :fine not exceeding ten dollars for every day that such person shall neglect or refuse to comply.
SEC. 2. Any person who shall, without permission of the
Court of Common Council, build or set up, within the limits
of this city, any kiln or furnace for burning or baking any Kiln, furnace or
.k
.
distillery.
stone or earth en ware, or oth er pottery, b ric or t11e, or any
distillery, or shall build or assist in building any fire in any
such kiln or furnace, or distillery, or shall engage in the manufacture or refining of kerosene or other oil, or set up or use Kerosen1:1011.
any gas house or gas manufactory, or erect or use any build- Gas house.
ing for making or boiling varnish, or blacksmith shop, hatter's varnit1h.
shop, tallow chandler's shop, or for boiling soap, or for ren- soap.
dering of tallow, or for tanning leather o.c skins, or for Tanning.
receiving or storing green hides or skins, or for any similar
purpose, or k~ep or suffer to be kept in any building in this
city any loco-foco or phosphorous matches, except well Matches.
secured in a box made of some incombustible material, or
shall use any building or lot of ground for a lumber yard or Vinegar yards.
vinegar yard, or set up or carry on either of said kinds of
business near any building in said city, or shall engage in
any business which shall be prejudicial to public health, shall Other business.
forfeit and pay a :fin;e of not exceedin·g :fifty dollars, and a Penalty.
further :fine of not exceeding twenty dollars for every week
the same shall be so used or continued.
SEC. 3. That the keeping of swine in any stye or pen or swine.
other place in this city in such a manner as to become
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Filth.

Swill. ·

Dung.

Privies without
vaults.

Privy drains.

Dressing offish.

Bathing.

Dirty water.

Fire balls.
street obstructlons.

Other obstrnclions to public
travel.

Penalty.

Slaughterhouses.
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unwholesome or offensive to any person; the casting of filth
or rubbish of any kind in o.r upon any street, sidewalk,
highway, private way, green or park in this city ; the carrying of any pail or vessel of swill on or along any sidewalk
in said city; any dung, filth, manure, offal, wash, dirty
water, or brine, or any rubbish accumulated in any building,
yard, out-house or inclosure, so as to be offensive; any privy
or necessary house now set up, or that shall hereafter be set
up, without having a vault under it made and sunk in the
earth to the depth of six feet, and of the length and width of
said privy, or of such tight boxes as shall be approved by at
least two members of the Ilealth Committee; or the contents
of said privy carried off by such suitable drains as shall be
approved by at least two· members of the Health Committee ;
the dressing or cleaning fish in any public place in this city,
except on the margin of Connecticut river, at the foot of Ferry
street, or below low water mark up?n Connecticut or Mill
rivers; bathing naked at any puolic place in said city outside of any building not designated by the Mayor ; fastening
any animal to any tree, or leaving·any animal so as to injure
the bark or tree in any way; permitting wash or dirty water
to pass from yards or houses into the streets, or permitting
the same to be thrown into the street; playing with fire-balls
or fire-works; the erecting or setting up any building, gates,
bars, ra1·1s or £ence upon or across any h'1gh way walk or street;
the making of any bridge or hull, or the obstructing or alter•
ing the course of any stream or run of water therein; also,
. of any h eap of woo d, t1m
. b er, iron,
.
th e 1aymg
rubb'1sh , d'1rt,
box, cask, brick, stone, or any other material, in or upon any
street, park or walk; the placing of any truck, sleigh, or
vehicle, not attached to any animal, or the placing of any
other incumbrance thereon, or whereby the traveling or passing upon the same shall be obstructed or rendered inconvenient, shall each and every one of said acts be deemed a
nuisance; and any person who shall do the same, or aid arn1
assist therein, shall forfeit and pay a fine of not exceeding
thirty dollars for each offense.
SEC. 4. Any person who shall, without permission of the
Court of Common Council, occupy or improve any building
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or other place in the city as a slaughter house, or place to
slaughter animals; or who shall neglect to wash and thoroughly cleanse such slaughter house once each and every
day the same shall be so occupied, shall forfeit and pay a fine P enalty.
of five dollars for each day said building or place shall be so
used or remain uncleaned.
SEC. 5. Any occupant of any house or building who Disorderly conduct or fighting,
shall permit any number of persons to assemble therein, and penalty for.
by indecent or disorderly conduct, or by quarreling or :fighting, or by excessive or undue noise of any kind, whereby
the peace and quiet of his or her neighbors shall be disturbed,
sp.all forfeit and pay a fine of not exceeding twenty-five
dollars.
SEC. 6. Any person who shall remove pr cause to be ~ontents ofpriv.
.
. .
ws, when reremoved, without perm1ss10n of at least two members of the moved.
Health Committee, the contents of any privy or necessary
house, vault, or box, except in the night season, and in a
tight box, between the hours of eleven o'clock in the evening and five o'clock in the morning, and between the first
days of November and the first days of April, or shall
deposit the contents of any privy vault or box, within the
limits of this city, or shall cause or allow any vehicle or
night soil cart to be within the limits of the city, as it was
previous to the last extension of the city limits, except
during the times and seasons mentioned in this section for ·
the removal of night soil, shall forfeit and pay a fine of ten Penalty.
dollars.
SEC. 7. Any grounds in this city so situated as that Stagnant water
•
mny be abated by
water shall
become stagn@t thereon, thereby
endangerrng
ordcrofthecourt
.
.
.,
of common conn the public health, shall be deemed a nmsance, and ma,.y oe cil.
abated by draining or filling up; and the Court of Common
Council may order the same to be done within such time as
they shall think proper, notice of which shall be given to
the owner or owners, occupant or occ~pants, by publishing a
copy of said order in two daily papers in this city. In case Penalty for negsaid order shall not be complied with within the time speci- lect.
fied in said notice, said party or parties so neglecting shall
forfeit and pay a fine of not exceeding thirty dollars, and a
further fine of two dollars for each day thereafter, until such
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nuisance shall have been abated. And the Health Com.
m1ttee, or. any two of them, may cause said nuisance to be
abated, and the cost of the same shall be assessed upon the
person or persons so neglecting to comply with said order of
Proviso.
the Court of Common Council. Provided, that if the Court •
of Common Council shall deem it just and proper, they may
order any portion of said expense to be paid out of the City
Treasury.
Keeping of maSEC. 8. The keeping or allowing any heap o~ quq,ntity
nure.
of manure or compost, within thirty feet of any street, highway, walk or dwelling house, shall be deemed a nuisance;
Penalty.
and the owner or occupant of any stable, or other building or
place, violating this section, shall forfeit and pay a fine of ten
dollars, and after conviction thereof, a further fine of two
dollars for each day's neglect to remove the same.
Penalty for inSEC. 9. Any person who shall wantonly deface or injure
juring building
bli c or pnvate
.
bm'ld'mg, or t h e me
. 1osure of t h e same,
and shrubbery. any pu
or any fence, tree, ornamental shrub, plant or flower, shall
forfeit and pay a fine of not exceeding thirty dollars.
Penalty for ~ot
SEC. 10. Any proprietor or occupant of any premises in
complying with
.
.
notice.
this city who shall neglect or refuse to remove from the
premises any thing which, in the opinion of any two members of the Health Committee, shall be considered a nuisan9e
injurious to health, within the time and in the manner specified in a written or printed notice given to said proprietor or
occupant by said committee, or any two of them, shall pay a
fine of two dollars for each and every day that said proprietor or occupant shall neglect to comply with said notice.
Penaltyforvioia~EC. 11. Whenever any member of the Health Commit•
tlon of order.
.
tee sh a11 h ave given
t h e occupant of any d welli ng h ouse or
tenement in said• city written or printed notice that no person
residing or employed in said dwelling house or tenement
shall throw any water or filth, or any animal or vegetable
matter, liable to become a nuisance injurious to health, into
or upon any premises or place within this city, and said
order shall be violated by any person residing or employed
in such tenement or dwelling house, such occupant shall
forfeit and pay a fine of three dollars for each and every
time the same shall be so violated.
Health committee to assess the
cost.
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SEC. 12. Whenever any minor, apprentice or servant Minors and .
.
f
di
others provided
sha11 b e guilty of a b reach of any part o any or nance of for.
this city, the parent, guardian, or master of such minor,
apprentice or servant shall be liable to pay the penalty therefor, and the same shall be recoverable of such parent,
guardian or master by action of debt.
·
SEC. 13. If any person or persons, upon whom an order courtofcommon
•
•
£ l
.
d council may adsh a11 b e made £or removmg a nuisance, or or c eansmg an just and collect
. t be 1an d·, bm'lding or p1ace where sueh nmsance
.
penalties by I\C•
pun'fymg
tion of debt.
shall be found, shall neglect to obey such order, in the manner and time appointed by the Health Committee, or any two
of them, as aforesaid, said committee, or any two of them,
may cause such nuisance td be removed, and such land, building or place to be cleansed and purified, and the Court of
Common Council may adjust, liquidate, and pay the expense
thereof, and the same may be collected of such person or
persons by action of debt, in the name of the city.Passed in Board of Aldermen, Nov. 27th, 1860, and Common Council Board, Feb. 26th, 1861; approved Feb. 26th,
1861.
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Olerk.
Attest,

AN ORDINANCE

01·ganizing and Regulating the Fire Department of the
City of Hartford.
Be it ordained U!J fhe Court of Common Council of the City
of Hartford:-

CIIAPTER I.
'l'IIE FIRE DEPARTMEN'l'.
Fire clepa~tment

ehnll consist of.

Nu111uer of cornpanics.•

Number in each
company.

Shall annually
elect certain

officers.

1. The Fire Department of the city of Ilartford
· of· one Ch'ief· E ngmcer,
·
fi vc A· ss1stant
·
E ngmeers,
·
sh a11 consist
a Fire Marshal, three Fire Commissioners, three hundred
and twenty regular working firemen over eighteen years of
age, and ninety volunteer firemen over eighteen years of age.
The volunteer firemen shall pe liable to perform · duty at
fires only.
SEC. 2. There shall be nine fire companies, viz :-five
engine companies, which shall be designated and known as
Nos. .1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, respectively; two hose companies1 designated respectively as Nos. 1 and 2; one sack and bucket
company; and one hook and ladder company.
SEC. 3. Each engine company, the sack and bucket company, and the hook an<l. ladder company shall be composed
of forty regular working firemen and of ten volunteer firemen; each hose company shall b~ composed of twenty regular working firemen and of ten volunteer firemen~
SEC. 4. Each of the several fire companies shall, annually,
in the mont1:, of April, elect a foreman, a first assistant
foreman, a second assistant foreman, a clerk, a steward, and
a treasurer; and in case of a vn.caney occurring in any of
the offices named in this section previous to the next regular
election, then said vacancy may be filled by an election at
any time to complete the unexpired term. The sever.al officers
SECTION
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named in this section shall be elected by the members (not How elected and
· 1 d'
bywhom.
me u mg volunteers) of their respective companies by ballot,
and any vacancy occurring shall be filled in the same manner;
and said officers, whether elected at the annual election or to
:fill a vacancy, shall be subject to be approved or removed
by the Court of Common Council.
SEC. 5. The chief engineer, the assistant engineers, the Exempt from
~~
ffi
o cers of the several fire companies, and the :firemen, each
and all of them, are hereby exempted during continuance of
service in the fire department from the payment of any poll
tax payable into the treasury of said city, and from service
as jurors in the courts of said city.
SEC. 6. Each of the foremen of said several fire compa- Foreman hns nu. 1s
· hereby authorize
· d and require
· d to :fill up h'1s company thority to enlist.
mes
by the voluntary enlis~!Ilent of :firemen out of the inhabitants
of said city, and to enlist in the manner hereinafter mentioned such number of men as is now or hereafter may be designated by the Court ·of Common Council of said city, for the
company to which such foreman belongs. Each foreman Ron to be trans. h'1s el ect1on,
.
. to t he IIDtted
to the
sh a11, on t h e Mon d ay succeedmg
transmit
chief engineer.
chief engineer, for the purpose of approval or rejection by
the fire commissioners, a roll containing the names, age, and
place of residence of each member enlisted in his company;
and shall also transmit to the chief engineer, for the same
purpose, a roll containing the names, age, and place of residence of any new member who may thereafter enlist in his
said company, within one week after such enlistment. The List furnished 10
foreman of each of said several fire companies shall, annually, Jnne.
in the month of June, at a period not later than the second
Monday of said month, furnish the chief engineer with an
alphabetical list containing the names, age, and place of residence of all the members of his company accepted by the
fire commissioners, and the names, age, and place of residence
of all the officers of his said company; said foreman shall Foreman's qunr. f engmeer
.
also quarter1y report toth e ch ie
any and all al ter- terly report.
ations and additions in and to his company that shall have
taken place since his last report; which list, and all additions
and alterations in and to the same, shall be registered by said
chief engineer in a book to be kept by him for that purpose; Suitable book.
9
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and said book shall, on all suitable occasions, be open to the
inspection of all the members of the fire department, and of
Quarterly retum the Court of Common Council.
Each foreman shall, at the
to the city clerk. en d of each quarter fr om t h e ft rst day of A pril, ret urn
through the chief engineer to the City Clerk a correct copy
of the roll of the then existing members of the company, and
also a correct copy of the record of the delinquencies of
. members, for the quarter then past; he shall also direct and
aid the clerk of bis company in making the inventory hereinafter mentioned ; he shall see that the subordinate officers
discharge their respective duties, and upon any failure thereForeman to call of shall report them to the chief engineer.
It shall be the
out his company d
· uty of the £oreman of each :flre company to caTI out h.1s
company at such time and place as the chief engineer shall
Penalty for
appoint; and on failure thereof, such foreman shall forfeit
ranure.
and pay for each offense the sum of five dollars, and be liaDuties in case of ble to suspension or dismissal from the fire department.
In
fire.
case any fire shall break out in said city, it shall be the duty
of each of said foremen, assistant foremen, and the firemen
of each of said fire companies, on the first notice of said fire,
to repair to the place where the engine, hose, or fire hooks,
m3:chine, and instruments assigned to said company are deposited; and take said engine, hose, fire hooks, machine, and
instruments to the place where . said fire shall have broken
out; and said foremen shall each there report himself to the
chief engineer or such assistant engineer as may have the
chief direction in suppressing such fire, and shall obey and
cause the members of his company to obey such orders in
placing and working the engine or in using the hose, fire
hooks, or buckets, as said chief engineer or assistant engineer
Duties after a
shall from time to time issue; and after such fire shall be exftre.
tinguished, said fire engines and hose shall without delay, be
well washed and dried, and, together with the :fire hooks and
other instruments shall, by the respective companies to which
they are assigned, be deposited in the place where they are
ordered to be kept; and if any foreman of any of said companies shall neglect to see the foregoing requisitions in this section complied with, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of :five
dollars, and be liable to suspension or dismissal from the fire
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department. It shall be the duty of each of said foremen to Notice of changive notice to the clerk of the board of fire department of any ges.
change of officers that may take place in their several companies, within one week after such change occurs. If any fore- Penalty for neg.
.
lect or refusal to
man or assistant foreman of any fire company, at any time obey orders.
when discharging the duties of his office, neglect or refuse to
obey the orders of the chief engineer or the assistant engineers, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars, and
shall be liable to suspension or dismissal from the fire department. In case of the temporary absence or inability of any Provision for ab/!.
. . d evol ve d upon h'im b y virtue
.
sence or officer.
1.oreman
to d'isch arge t h e d uties
of this ordinance, then his said duties shall be discharged by
his first assistant foreman, and in case of the absence or
inability of both the foreman and first assistant foreman, then
said duties shall be discharged by the second assistant foreman; and when either of the first assistant foreman or the
second assistant foreman shall so act in the place of said foreman, the one so acting shall be liable to the same penalties
for neglect or disobeidence as are herein prescribed as attaching to said foreman.
SEC. 7. It shall be the duty of each clerk of said several Duties or clerk,.
fire companies to keep, in a book to be furnished by the city,
a fair and exact roll of the member~ of the company, with
the dates of the enlistment and discharge of each member; to
keep a record of the election of officers, and of the delinquency of members; said clerk shall furnish copies of the roll of
the members, and of their delinquencies, to the foreman for
quarterly returns; he shall enter on his said book a perfect
inventory of the furniture, implements and apparatus of the
department in charge of the company ; and shall notify the
members of meetings for business, election, or drill.
SEC. 8. It shall be the duty of the steward of each fire Duties of stowrd
company, under the direction of the foreman, to keep clean a s.
and in good order the house, engine, hose, hose carts, carriages, ladders, buckets, or other apparatus belonging to the
company ; to clear the snow from the walk in front of the
company's house, and to see that the apparatus belonging to
the company is fit at all times for immediate use ; he shall
always close the house at 10 o'clock, P. M., when the company is not on duty.
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SEC. 9. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each fire
company to receive quarterly the amount of money coming
to his said company as a contingent fund, and to retain the
same until disposed of by vote of said company, as hereinafter
provided, and to take the general charge of the money affairs
of his said company.
SEC. 10. The number of firemen to which the fire compaEnlistments.
nies are hereby entitled shall be raised by voluntary enlistment, during the month of March, annually, to serve for the
period of one year from the first Saturday in April next following after such enlistment; and if the complement of men
to which any company is entitled shall not be fully enlisted
in said month of March, then enlisments to complete said
complement may be made at any time thereafter prior to the
first day of March then next ensuing; but such enlistments
shall be only for the period of time elapsiug prior to said first
Saturday in .April next following. The form of enlistments
Form of the
eame.
made in the month of March, as aforesaid, shall be as follows,
viz.: "We, the subscribers, living within the limits of the city
of Hartford, do hereby enlist into - - - fire company - of said city, and engage to perform the duties of firemen in
said company, for the period of one year from the first Saturday in April, A. D. - - , subject to all the ordinances of said
city, and all such rules and regulations, consistent with such
ordinances, as shall, from time to time, be made and adopted
by said company, and the Board of Fire Departm~nt. Dated at
the city of Hartford, this - - day of---A. D. --."
And the form for other enlistments shall be similar to the
Firemen can be above, except in regard to the time of enlistment.
Any firedismissed from a mansh a11 b e d"1sm1sse
· d from h"1s company, an d h"'ls name b e
company.
stricken from the roll-for neglect of duty-for not conforming
to the rules and regulations for the Fire Department-and for
disorderly conduct or disobedience to his superior officers, or
to an engineer when on duty; and in such case shall not be
entitled to the compensation for his services in this ordinance
Penalty for not provided.
Whenever the foreman of the several engine comappearing at roll- •
h ll 11 out h"1s company £or mspect10n
·
· an d exercise,
·
cau, under engi- mes s a ca
neer's call
b y order of t h e Chief E ngmeer
.
h
.
.
.
or t e engmeer actmg m t h e
place of the Chief Engineer, and any member of either of said

Duties or trensu-

rer.
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companies shall !}-Ot appear at the calling over of the roll, he
shall forfeit and pay for every such default the sum of twentyfive cents; and if he shall not appear at his engine before it is
brought to the place of working the same, he shall forfeit and
pay for every such default the sum of fifty cents; and if he Forfeit for not
.
.
appearwg at all
shall wholly fail to appear, he shall forfeit and pay for every
such offense the sum of one dollar. If any member of the Forfeit for not
.
assisting.
hose companies, or the hook and ladder company, or the sack
and bucket company, shall neglect to assist to bring the hose
carriages with the hose attached thereto, or the hook and ladder carriage with the implements belonging thereto, or the
sack and bucket carriage with the buckets and other implements belonging thereto, to the place named by the foreman,
by order of the Chief Engineer or the engineer acting in his
place, for the purposes aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay the
sum of one dollar for every such default. The penalties
above-mentioned shall be inflicted, unless the member so
offending shall give an excuse satisfactory to the foreman of
his company. Any penalty so imposed shall be deducted Penalty to be de.
•
dncted from
from the compensation of the offender and appropriated to compensation.
the use and benefit of the company to which he belongs; and When liable to
·f h
f
1· ·
d
b d . be d~missed.
1 t e amount o pena ties impose upon any mem er urmg
his term of enlistment shall exceed the sum of five dollars,
he shall be liable to be dismissed from the Fire Department.
I£ upon any alarm of fire in sajd city, any member of any Penalty fo~ not
'
.
.
.
appearing m case
fire company shall fail to appear with h1s company, or after of alarm of fire.
his appearance shall absent himself before his engine or carriage, with their appurtenances and implements, shall be returned, cleansed, and deposited in their place, without being
able to give an excuse satisfactory to his foreman, he shall
forfeit and pay to the city, for every such offense, the sum of
one dollar; and the amount of said penalty shall be deducted from his compensation and reserved to the use of said
city; and said deduction shall, in all cases, take precedence of
any claim which the company to which such offender belongs
may have against him by reason of the other delinquencies
and offenses in this section mentioned.
SEC. 11. No ardent spirits or intoxicating drinks of any No ardent spirits.
kind shall be allowed in or about the engine house or other
houses of the department, on any occasion whatever.
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SEC. 12. Boys, and all persons not members of the company, shall not be allowed to frequent the house of any :fire
company; nor shall boys be allowed to run with any fire
company.
House to bo
SEC. 13. It shall be the duty of the officers and members
closed on Sunday
.
or any other day. of each fire company to see that the house of the company 1s
not used as a place of resort or amusement, either on Sunday
or any other day, and that the same be used only for the
necessary business purposes of the company in the performance of its duty as a branch of the Fire Department.
Engines and carSEC. 14. The engines and carriages of the Fire Department
riages not to be
.
d_rawn on the
shall not be drawn upon the sidewalks, except when the state
sidewalks.
.
of the roads render 1t necessary, and then only by the consent
or direction of an engineer, or of the foreman or one of the
No racing.
assistant foremen of the company; and, on return from an
alarm of fire, shall in no case be run or drawn upon the sidewalks. Engines and other carriages of the department, in returning to their respective houses, are to take the right of the
road, and racing on such return shall not be allowed ; and
every person who shall violate the provisions of this section
Forfeit.
of this ordinance shall forfeit and pay for the use of said city
the sum of two dollars.
Fire companies
SEC. 15. The several :fire companies in this city, at such
called out for in- •
d l
h Ch'ief E ngmeer,
.
.
E ngmeer
.
spe~tion and ex- time an p ace as t e
or A ss1stant
ercise.
when acting in his place, may appoint, not exceeding four
times in each year, shall assemble, with their engines, carriages, and instruments thereto appertaining, and with all their
other implements for extinguishing fire, for inspection and exercise, under direction of the Chief Engineer, whose duty it
shall be to attend for said purpose, at said time and place.
Badge.
SEC. 16. The Chief Engineer, the Assistant Engineers,
and all the members of the several fire companies shall, when
on duty as firemen, be designated by a badge, to be provided
by the city. The form of badge which shall be selected by
the Board of Fire Department shall, if approved by the Court
of Common Council, be the kind of badge which shall be
adopted.
No boys.
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CHAPTER II.
CHIEF ENGINEER AND .ASSISTANT ENGINEERS.
SEC. 17. One Chief Engineer and five Assistant Engineers Eniineers electof the Fire Department of said city shall hereafter be elected, ed Y ballot.
subject to the approval of the Court of Common Council, by
the members (not including volunteers) of the several fire companies of this city, by ballot, in general meeting assembled.
SEC. 18. The election of said Chief Engineer and Assistant Time of election
Engineers shall take place during the month of June in each ~tc:_erm or
alternate year. The term of office of said Chief Engineer and
Assistant Engineers shall commence on the first day of July
succeeding their election, and shall endure for the term of two
years, and until their successors are elected and approved.
Said Chief Engineer, and any of the Assistant Engineers may,
however, at any time before the expiration of their term of
office, be removed by the Court of Common Council. It shall Engineer to give
. f E ngmeer,
.
. case of h"1s death or notice ofelection.
or m
b e t h e duty of t h e Chie
inability, then of the senior Assistant Engineer, to call a meeting of the members of the several fire companies, at such time
during the month of June (J?.ot later than the third Monday of
said month) when said election is to be held, and at such
place as he may deem proper, by publishing a notice of said
meeting in two or more newspapers published in this city, at
least three days previous to the day of meeting, then and there
to choose suitable persons to fill said offices, at which meeting
the Chief Engineer, or in his absence the senior Assistant Engineer present, shall preside, and a majority of all the votes
given in shall be necessary to a choice, and said meeting may
be adjourned, from time to time, by a major vote of the members present, until all said offices are filled. Whenever, at vacancies pro
. after sa1.d e1ection
. an d b efiore t h e next regu1are1ec- vided f'or.
any time
tion, a vacancy or vacancies may occur in any of said offices,
it shall be the duty of the Chief Engineer, or in case of his
inability, of the senior Assistant Engineer, to call a meeting
of the members of the several fire companies, at any time, for
the purpose of filling said vacancy or vacancies; which meeting shall be called, and said vacancy or .vacancies shall be
filled, in the same manner as is herein prescribed as the mode
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of procedure at said regular election ; and the person or p~rsons so elected shall hold his or their office until the next regular election, and until their successors are elected and approved, unless sooner removed by the Court of Common
Council.
Elections,provisSEC. 19. Whenever any meeting of the members of the
ions for, and
qnaliflcntton.
several fire companies shall be called as aforesaid for the
'
}
choice of Chief Engineer and .Assistant Engineers, or to fill
any vacancy which may occur in said offices, it shall be the
duty of the Chief Engineer, and .Assistant Engineers, and all
the legally enlisted members of the several fire companies,
(not including volunteers,) to meet at the time and place specified, there to choose, by ballot, according to such rules and
regulations as the Board of Fire Department may prescribe,
suitable persons to fill said offices.
Election subject
SEC. 20. The chairman of said meeting shall transmit a
to the npproval of
th e com-t 0 f com- certificate of such election to the next meeting of the Court
mon COUilCI 1
of Common Council for their approval ; and such person or
persons having a majority of the votes, if approved, shall be
declared to be elected; subject, however, to be removed at
any time by the Court of Common Council.
Duties of chief
SEC. 21. It shall be the duty of the Chief Engineer, at all
engineer.
times during his continuance in office, to take care of the
public engines, hose, buckets, fire hooks, cisterns, pumps,
ladders, and all other instruments for extinguishing fires, belonging to the city; to see that the same be kept in due
order and repair, ready for immediate use; to give all needful directions to foremen and assistant foremen of the several
fire companies for that purpose; and to procure for the use
of said city all necessary apparatus for extinguishing fires,
when directed so to do by the Court of Common Council;
and to superintend and to take general oversight of all repairs on engine houses, and all repairs on the fire apparatus.
Duties in case of
SEC. 22. In all cases of fire in said city the Chief Engitlre.
neer shall, if present, have the chief direction and management in suppressing such fire, and shall be obeyed in his
orders accordingly, and shall have the general command of
all the fire companies.
SEC. 23. .All the officers and members of the several fire
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companies shall be under the general direction and ·command tion.
General direcof the Chief Engineer from the time of leaving their engine
·
houses, respectively, with their machines or carriages on duty,
to the time of returning the same to said engine houses, respectively; and shall be subject to the same penalties for disobedience of the orders of said Chief Engineer as are prescribed in Sec. 10 of this ordinance, for similar offenses.
SEC. 24. The Chief Engineer shall have full power and Po':ers or chief
. to suspen d or d'1scharge, at the request of the .iore~
engmeer.
authority
man of either of said fire companies, any officer or member
of the company to which said foreman belongs, for disobedience of orders, or for any other cause which the Chief
Engineer shall deem sufficient; and the person offending, if
suspended, shall, during the term of his suspension, cease to
be an acting member of the company; and, if discharged, shall
thereupon cease altogether to be a member of said company.
In case the foreman of any of said fire companies disobeys To report to the
.
.
common council
the orders of any of his superior officers, or neglects to per- cases of disobedi.
.
.
.
.
.
ence or neglect.
form the duties imposed upon him by this ordmance, it shall
be the duty of the Chief Engineer to report to the Court of
Common Council such disobedience or neglect, and the person so offending shall be liable to suspension or dismissal
from the Fire Department, as said Court of Common Council
shall order.
·
SEC. 25. That if, in the opinion of the Engineer, or in Engineer has
. absence, of the semor
• A ssistant
·
E ngmeer
·
to obcase of h1s
present, power
struct highways.
the safety of the hose or other apparatus belonging to the
Fire Department of said city, or the facilities for the performance of any of the duties required of the fireman by the laws
of said city, at any time require that the traveling or passing
of any wagon, carriage, or other vehicle, .be interrupted and
stopped, in or upon, ·o r excluded from any highway or portion of any highway or highways in said city, during the
performance of said duty, or any part thereof, the Engineer,
or in his absence the senior .Assistant Engineer present, be
and they each of them are hereby authorized and empowered
to order and cause the traveling or passing on said highway
or part of highway to cease during the performing of said
duty ; and also to put and place in, upon, or across said
10
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highway, or part of highway, as he shall direct, suitable iron
chain or chains, ropes, or other obstructions, there to remain
A_nd removeve- until said fire duty is performed, and no longer; and also to
hioles.
order and command any owner or driver of any and all vehicles, of any description whatever, to remove the same from
any portion of said highway, and not to drive on, to, or
across the same, during the performance of said duty ; and
Forfeit to the
if any person shall willfully remove or assist in removing
city for interfer•
•
.
.
ence.
any cham, rope, or other thmgs thus placed m, upon, or across
any highway in this city, as aforesaid, or if any owner or
driver of any vehicle shall neglect or refuse to obey any
order or command made upon or given to him, as aforesaid,
every person so offending shall forfeit and pay for tlie use of
said city the sum of five dollars.
Engineer's au-I
SEC. 26. It shall be the duty of the Chief Engineer to
thority to oall OU t
.
.
the department. cause the several fire compames, at such time and place as he
shall appoint, not exceeding four times in each year, to assemble, with their engines and carriages and instruments thereto
appertaining, for the purpose of extinguishing fire, for inspection and exercise under his direction; and it shall be his
duty to attend at said time and place for said purpose.
Chiefengineerto
SEC. 27. It shall be the duty of the Chief Engineer to
make annunl report.
make, annually, in the month of June, a report to the Court
of Common Council of the state of all the engines, implements, and apparatus of every kind for extinguishing fire,
and for preserving property exposed to fire, belonging to said
city, the state of the Fire Department at the time of said report, and its condition during the period elapsed since the
last report, and the amount of service performed by the Fire
Department during the year; and, for this purpose, said Chief
Engineer shall have the right to require all persons having
the possession or charge of any of said property to render to
him an account thereof, and to give him any information within their power touching the matters necessary to be embraced
in said report.
Buildings to be
SEC. 28. That whenever it shall be necessary to demolish
demolished.
. sa1'd city,
. m
. order to stop t h e progress of tire,
any b ru·1a·mg m
the Chief Engineer may cause the same to be done, having
first obtained the consent of the Mayor thereto, or in the
absence of the Mayor, the consent of any Alderman present.
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SEC. 29. The Chief. Engineer shall designate the Assistant En~ineers to be
.
.
.
designated by
Engmeers as first, second, thud, fourth, and fifth Assistant En- numbers.
gineers; and the seniority of said Assistant Engineers shall
be determined by the number which said Assistant Engineer
bears.
SEC. 30. It shall be the duty of the Assistant Engineers Dutiesofassist, ant engineers,
whenever a fire shall break out in said city to be present to and powersi"!lor•
'
'
der of seniority.
receive and communicate the orders of the Chief Engineer,
and to see that the same are properly executed, and generally
to assist the Chief Engineer in the discharge of his duties at
said fire; and whenever the Chief Engineer shall call out the
several :fire companies for inspection and exercise, the said
Assistant Engineers shall a1so attend to perform the same
duties as are hereby assigned to them in case of fire. And in
case of the absence of the Chief Engineer, whenever .a :fire
shall occur in said city, his powers and duties shall devolve
upon and be discharged by the senior Assistant Engineer
present at such :fire. And in case of the absence from the
city, or the inability of the Chief Engineer to perform any of
the duties in this ordinance specified as devolving upon him,
then the discharge of said duties shall devolve upon the Assistant .Engineers, according to their seniority; and the Assistant Engineer, while so acting in the place of the Chief
Engineer, shall have all the powersherein conferred upon the
Chief Engineer; and any refusal to obey his orders shall be
punished in the same manner as is herein provided for disobedience to the orders of the Chief Engineer.

CHAPTER III.
THE BO.A.RD OF FIRE DEPARTMENT.
SEC. 31. The Chief Engineer, the Assistant Engineers, Board or fire dethe Foremen, the first Assistant Foremen, and the second ~!~~uf:~t0a:d
Assistant Foremen of the several fire companies, shall consti- powers.
tute a board, which shall be called "The Board of Fire Department;" the duty of which board shall be-to meet at such
times and places as the Chief Engineer shall designate and
appoint-to consult and make such arrangements, conformable to the ordinances of said city, as shall be by them deemed
expedient for preventing and extinguishing fires in said city.
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And said board is hereby empowered to make, from time to
time, (subject to the approval of the Court of Common Council,) rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions
of this ordinance, for the governance of said board and said
Fire Department.
CHAPTER IV.
SALARIES AND COMPENSATION.

SEC. 32. The Chief Engineer shall receive, from the City
h
Treasury, a salary of three hundred dollars per annum; eac
Assistant Engineer shall receive a salary of fifty dollars per
annum ; and the Fire Marshal shall receive a salary of two
hundred and fifty dollars per annum; all of which said salaries shall be paid in equal quarterly instalments, in the manner prescribed in the ordinance fixing the salaries of city officers, passed September 24th, 1860. Each regular working
fireman who shall faithfully perform his duty in the company
to which he belongs, and who shall conform to the rules and
regulations for the Fire Department, for one year from the
time of enlistment, shall receive as compensation therefor the
sum of five dollars; and if his term of enlistment should be
for a less term than one year, then his said compensation shall
be in the proportion that the term of enlistment bears to the
year. Said sums shall be payable, annually, from the City
Treasury. In addition to said annual compensation of five
dollars, for extra services required to be performed by this
ordinance, each Foreman, first Assistant Foreman, and second
Assistant Foreman, and Clerk, shall receive, annually, from
the City Treasury the sum of two dollars; each Steward of
the engine and hose companies, ten dollars; and the Stewards
of the hook and ladder and sack and bucket companies, each
Compensation to five dollars.
Each engine company, the hook and ladder
companies.
.
company, and the sack and bucket company, shall receive the
sum of fifty dollars per annum from the City Treasury, and
each hose company shall receive from said treasury the sum
ctty not liable
of forty dollars per annum ; and all costs and expenses of
for heating or
h eatmg
. and 1·1gh tmg
.
. h ouse sh a11 b e pa1"d an d
lighting.
each engme
discharged by the company occupying the same, and said
city shall not be liable therefor ; and in addition thereto, each
of said :fire companies shall receive two dollars per annum
Compensation or
officers and firemen.
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for every reuglarly enlisted member of said company; and
so much of the aforesaid compensation as each fire company, Compensation
. h ereb y ent1t
. l ed to receive,
.
. paid quarterly.
as~ company, 1s
sh all b e pa1'd m
quarterly payments to the Treasurer of the company, immediately after the quarterly return of the roll of the members
of said company; and all sums so paid to each company
shall be at the disposal of a major vote of said company.
CHAPTER V.
BOARD OF FIRE COM.MISSIONERS.

33. At the first regular meeting of the Court of Fire commiacommon Counm'1, after the passage of th'1s ord'rnance, there aioners.
shall be chosen three persons who shall constitute a board,
to be called " The Board of Fire Commissioners." One of Term ot office.
the persons so chosen shall hold his office until the next annual meeting of the Court of Common Council for the choice
of City Officers, one person for the term of one year, and one
person for the term of two years from said next annual meeting ; and, hereafter, at every annual meeting of said Court of
Common Council for the choice of City Officers, there shall
be chosen one Fire Commissioner, who shall hold his office
for the term of three years.
SEC. 34. It shall be the duty of said board, when the Duties or.
Chief Engineer shall transmit to the board the roll of the enlisted members of each fire company, or the names of new
members enlisted thereafter, as prov-ided in the sixth section
of this ordinance, to approve or reject said members; and
within two days after such approval or rejection, to return
said roll or names to the Chief Engineer, with a written statement with regard to the persons approved or rejected. And
said Chief Engineer shall immediately thereafter transmit to
each Foreman the result of the action of said board ; and the
place of those firemen who have been rejected shall become
vacant, and others shall be enlisted in their stead, in the manner hereinbefore provided; and those firemen who have been
approved shall become members of the Fire Department. It
shall further be the duty of said board to carefully inspect
the manner in which the officers of the several fire companies
discharge their duties, and to see that the provisions of this
SEC.
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ordinance are observed, and to report any neglect of duty or
violation of said provisions to the Court of Common Council.
SEC. 35. No pay shall be allowed either of said Fire Commissioners for any services rendered by him while acting in
said board, but the expenses and disbursements shall be paid
from the City Treasury.
CHAPTER VI.
FIRE MARSHAL.

SEC. 36. At the annual meeting of the Court of Common
Council, for the choice of City Officers, there shall be chosen
a Fire Marshal who shall hold his office for one year, and
until his successor shall be chosen.
Hts duttee.
SEC. 37. It shall be the duty of the Fire Marshal, from
time to time during the year, as occasion may require, to examine, throughout said city, the fire places, chimneys, heating
and cooking apparatus and pipes connected therewith, of all
houses, out-houses, and buildings in said city, also all places
where ashes are kept, and upon :finding any of them defective
or dangerous, shall order them to be cleaned, altered, or
amended, as may seem to him the occasion requires. And
in case any heating or cooking apparatus or the pipes connected therewith are erected or set up in such places as to endanger said city, and the same cannot be altered so as to be
rendered safe, said 'Fire Marshal shall order all such apparaOrders to h~
tus to be removed; and all orders, in respect to any of the
made in writing. particulars in this section mentioned, shall be given in the
manner following, viz. :-the Fire Marshal shall specify in
writing the thing to be done, and the time within which the
order must be complied with, and shall leave a true copy of
said order, in the hands of or at the place of abode of the perPed1ty.
son upon whom said order is made; and if any person upon
whorn said order is made shall neglect or refuse to obey such
order within the time specified and allowed as aforesaid, such
person shall forfeit and pay the sum of four dollars, and shall
also forfeit and pay the sum of two dollars for each and every
week thereafter that such neglect or refusal shall continue.
Cooking or heatSEC. 38. No person shall erect or set up any cooking or
tng apparatus.
h eating
· apparatus m
· sa1.d city
. wit
. hout t h e consent of t h e sa1.d
Fire marshal.
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Fire Marshal ; and said Fire Marshal, before giving his con•
sent, shall see that such cooking or heating apparatus be safely
placed, and that the pipes thereof to conduct the heat and the
smoke be led in a secure manner, so as not to endanger the
building in which the same is placed, or the adjoining houses; Penalty.
and if any person shall erect or use said apparatus without
such consent, such person shall be liable to forfeit and pay
the sum of five dollars.
SEC. 39. In all cases in which said Fire Marshal shall scuttles.
judge it necessary for the safety of said city from fire, that a
scuttle should be made to a dwelling house ·or any other build. ing in said city, he shall give an order in writing, in the manner specified in the 37th section of this ordinance, to the proprietor or proprietors of said dwelling house or building, directing that a scuttle, with proper steps or stairs leading to
the same, be made within such time as shall be limited in
said order ; and if the proprietor or proprietors of such house Penalty.
or building shall neglect to obey said order, within the time •
limited therein, he, she or they shall forfeit and pay the sum
of :five dollars for such neglect, and shall also forfeit and pay
a further sum of :five dollars for each and every month thereafter that he, she or they shall neglect to obey such order.
SEC. 40. In all cases in which shavings, straw, or other Shavings, straw,
combustible material shall be suffered to be or remain in or :a1~rl~~stlble
near any buildings in said city, in such manner as to expose
said city to danger from :fire, it shall be the duty of the Fire
Marshal to give a written order, in the manner specified in the
. 37th section of this ordinance, to the person or persons occupying or owning the place where such shavings, straw, or combustible materials may be, to remove the same within such
time as shall be specified in said order, and if such person or Penalty. _
persons shall neglect to obey such order, he, she or they shall
forfeit and pay for every such neglect the sum of :five dollars
and shall also forfeit and pay the further sum of five dollar~
for every week thereafter that such neglect shall continue.
SEC. 41. The Fire Marshal shall have power at all reason- Ashes and
able times, and it shall be his duty, to enter into and examine mateh cs.
all buildings and lots where lumber and other combustible
materials are stored, in said city, to inspect places where :fire
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is used, to direct in what manner ashes and matches shall be
kept, and to see that the provisions of this ordinance are
complied with.
Marshal to atSEC. 42. It shall be the duty of said Fire Marshal to attend
tend fires and in.
.
.
.
quire tnto the
at every fire occurring m said city; and when he shall have
cause.
.
.
•
any reason to believe that any fire may have been mcendiary
in its origin, it shall be his duty to inquire into the cause of
said fire, in behalf of said city, and to proceed in said inquiry
in the manner specified in th~ public act of this State, entitled
Salary in lieu ot "An Act to prevent incendiary fires."
No fee shall be paid
tees.
said Fire Marshal.for his said inquiry and investigation on
behalf of said city into the cause of any such fire, but his
salary shall be in lieu thereof, and in lieu of any other services devolved npon him by virtue of this ordinance, or any
Money expend- other ordinance imposing duties upon him." All witness fees,
ed to be refunded
•
· · out of t hem·
on certificate.
service
of subpamas, an d cash advances ansmg
vestigation into the cause of any fire, shall be paid from the
• treasury of said city; and it shall be the duty of said Fire
Marshal to forward the amount of the same to the Court of
Common Council for payment, accompanied by his certificate
that said expenses were justly incurred in the prosecution of
said investigation.
Penal% rorhtndSEC. 43. If any person shall hinder or obstruct the said
:~1:i~ re mar- Fire Marshal in the discharge of any of the duties imposed
upon him by virtue of this ordinance, the person so offending shall forfeit and pay for every such act of hindrance· or
obstruction the sum of twenty dollars.
Fire marshal to
SEC. 44. It shall be the duty of the Fire Marshal to keep
~ta record a record book, wherein he shall record all orders by him
made, and all written complaints made to him under this ordinance, and all examinations made by him pursuant to the
provisions hereof, and to make an annual report to the Court
of Common Council of the services performed by him during
the year as said Fire Marshal.

CHAPTER VII.
GENERAL
Citizens to assist
at a tlro.

PROVISIONS.

SEC. 45. Every able-bodied male resident in this city, between the ages of fifteen and sixty years, who shall be pres-
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ent at any place where a :fire shall have broken out, shall
obey the orders of the Chief Engineers and the .Assistant
Engineers; and if any such male resident shall refuse or Penalty for refusing.
neglect to obey the lawful orders of said Chief Engineer and
.Assistant Engineers, at said fire, he shaJl forfeit and pay the
sum of three dollars. .And if any person not an officer of for
Fwther penalty
refusing to
the City Corporation or member of the Fire Department assist.
shall refuse to assist in getting any engi'ne or carriage to a
fire, when thereto requested by the Foreman or one of the
.Assistant Foremen of any fire company, he shall forfeit and
pay the sum of five dollars.
SEC. 46. On every alarm of fire in said city, the person Public bells.
who shall first commence ringing one of the public bells in
said city, and shall continue to ring the same until duly ordered to cease, for the purpose of extending the alarm and
giving notice of the fire, shall be entitled to have and receive
out of the treasury of said city the sum of one dollar.
SEC. 4 7. No public engine or carriage used by the fire Engines and car• t rumen ts or apparatus be1ong- riages
to be used
d epart ment , nor any of the ms
only tor public
ing to said engines or carriages, shall be used for any other use.
purpose than for the public use of said city, according to this
ordinance and the regulations for the fire department, under
a penalty of twenty dollars for the use of any public engine
or carriage, and a penalty of ten dollars for the use of any of
the instruments or apparatus belonging to said engines or
carriages, to be recovered of any person who shall so use the
same.
SEC. 48. If any person shall knowingly give a false alarm False alarm.
of fire in said city, or shall knowingly proclaim that any fire
is extinguished or out, when it is not, such person shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars.
SEC. 49. If any person shall carry into any barn or hay Barn or hay loft.
loft, any lighted candle or lamp not inclosed in a lantern, or
any lighted cigar or pipe, such person shall forfeit and pay
the sum of five dollars.
SEC. 50. .All officers and members of the Fire Department now belonging to the same, shall continue to hold their
present positions therein (except the fire wardens which office
is hereby abolished) until the time prescribed in this ordi11
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nance for enlistments and elections shall arrive, and the present Fire Marshal shall be a member of the Fire Department,
and hold his said office until the time herein prescribed for
the next annual election of Fire Marshal.
Forfeitures and
SEC. 51. .All forfeitures and penalties incurred under this
penalties recoverable.
ordinance, except where otherwise provided, shall be recov•
erable by the attorney of the city before the city court, in an
action of debt brought in the name of said city, for the use
Minors provided of the city treasury; and when any minor shall be guilty of
tor.
any breach of this ordinance, the parent, guardian
master
of such minor shall be liable to pay the penalty therefor, and
the same shall be reco_verable of such parent, guardian or
master by action of debt brought against them in the manner aforesaid.
SEC. 52. The by-law of this city entitled "A By Law for
preserving the Buildings in the City of Hartford from Fire,"
and all by-laws of said city made in alteration of or in addition to said by-law, and all other by-laws relative to the preservation of the buildings in said city from fire, heretofore enacted, shall be and hereby are declared inoperative and void.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
March 24th, 1862, approved March 25th, 1862.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.

or

AN ORDINANCE

Relative to the Water Commissioners and Water
Works.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oity
of Hartford:SECTION 1. The Boad
ofW ater Commissioners, a majority Water
commis.
sioners, trustees
of wh om shall constitute a quorum, shall be trustees of the or notes, &c.
notes, scrip, or certificates of debt, issued by the city of
Hartford as its Water Fund ; and under the direction of the May sen scrip.
Court of Common Council, may sell such scrip at par, or any
higher rate, or pledge the same for loans, not usurious, to
meet all lawful appropriations on account of the City Water
Works ; and shall keep a duplicate record of all transactions Recorcl.
relative to such scrip, and deliver one copy thereof to the City
Treasurer. And all moneys received or held by said Com- Moneys.
missioners, from the avails of the sale or pledge of such scrip,
shall be deposited in a bank or banks in said city, subject
to be drawn out only upon the written order of the City
Treasurer.
SEC. 2. Said board shall elect a President, subject to ap- President, his
.
duties.
proval by the Court of Common Council, who shall devote
his whole time and attention to the construction, extension,
supervision, care, and management of the Water Works, under the general advice and direction of the Commissioners,
and to such other duties connected with said Water Works,
or with other business of the city, as shall be assigned to him
by the Court of Common Council ; and no salary or fee shall
be allowed to any other member of .the board for services as
Commissioner, except as a remuneration for actual expenditures.
SEC. 3. Said Board of Commissioners may make contracts of
Powers of board
commission•
for labor and materials for the construction of Water Works, ers.
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which, when ratified by ~he Pourt of Common Council, shall
be valid and binding on said city ; and all contracts for such
labor or materials shall be in writing and executed in triplicate, one of which triplicates shall be kept by the Commissioners, one shall be delivered to the City Clerk, and one to
the contractor; and no Commissioner shall have any pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, in any such contract; and
no such contract shall be executed unless good and satifactory security for the faithful perfbrmance of the same shall
be given by the contractor and approved by the Commission.Proposals for
ers. Said Commissioners, when not otherwise specially aucontracts.
.
.
thorized by the Court of Common Council, shall advertise m ·
one or more newspapers of this city for sealed proposals for
all such contracts, specifying the time and place when and
where the same will be received; and such proposals, in order
to be received and acted upon, shall set forth a specified sum
or price to be paid for all such labor and materials, or for
either, without condition, limitation, or alteration; and shall
be accompanied with a bond, satisfactory to the Commissioners, conditioned for the faithful execution of the proposal, if
No contract to be the same shall be accepted; and no contract shall be assigned
assigned or transferred.
or transferred without the written assent of the Commissioners. Nothing in this section contained shall be applicable to
ordinary extensions of street mains, or repairs of the Water
Works.
Commissioners
SEC. 4. The Commissioners shall superintend all conto superintend
.
.
coostruction, to struct10ns connected with the Water Works, and keep a reckeep record, and
d f h . ffi . l
d.
.
report.
or o t eir o ma procee mgs m the matter; and report to
the Court of Common Council annually, and at such other
intermediate times as said court may require, a general exhibit of the state of the works, including an estimate of needful expenditures for new or additional works in progress, and
all such other matters of information as they shall deem of
importance to the puplic, or as said Court of Common Council may require.
Regular books of
And the Commissioners shall keep regular books of acaccount to be
.
.
kept.
count, and all claims agarnst the Commissioners or the city,
on account of the construction of the Water Works, other
than those for ordinary extensions, expenses and repairs,
Contracts.
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shall be presented to said Commissioners·' and when ap- Orders
on the
treasurer.
proved by them shall be laid before the Court of Common
Council, who may allow the same, and direct the Auditor of
City Accounts to draw his order on the City Treasurer for
the amount of any such claim.
SEC. 5. The board shall regulate the distribution and use
of the water throughout the city; and shall establish, subject Prices, terms, or
to the approval of the Court of Common Council, scales of rates.
prices, terms or rates upon which the water shall be furnished to consumers; shall regulate the time of payment, and
collect all water rents ; and may collect additional rents for Rents.
the use of water, whenever extra quantities shall be used, exceeding the quantities estimated for the same class of build1ings or purposes, in the tariff of rates by them adopted. But No contract for
. .
.!'
longer term
no contract sh a11 b e made by sa1.d Comm1ss1oners
1or
t h e use athan
three years.
of water, at any fixed rate, for a longer term than three years.
SEC. 6. The Commissioners shall keep a register of the Register to be
names of all persons contracting for the use of the water, the kept.
location where the same is used, and the price payable therefor; they shall faithfully account, semi-annually, to the Court semi-annual acof Common Council for the avails of all water rents, and other count.
income of the Water Department received by them ; shall
apply such part of said avails or income as may be necessary
in payment of the expenses of repairs, ordinary extensions,
salaries of officers, hire of labor and agents, rents, fuel, and
all other ordinary and current expenses; and the surplus, if Surplus overcur. 1n
. t heu
. handsnot require
. d 1or
.!'
any sh a11 remam
sueh pur- rentandordinary
expenses.
pose, shall be held in trust by said Commissioners, subject at
all times to the order of the City Treasurer.
SEC. 7. Whenever the resources from water rents in any water tax.
year shall be inadequate to meet the ordinary necessary extensions, repairs, and current expenses of the Water Works
and the interest on the Water Fund Scrip, the deficiency
shall be supplied by a tax on the grand list of all persons liable to city taxation for such purpose, and such tax shall be
collected in the same manner as other city taxes. And any Lien for claim or
claim or debt due for the use of the water shall be and con- debt.
stitute a lien upon the land, building, tenement, or premises
upon or in connection with which said water was used,
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against the owner of the same, his heirs and assigns. And
said lien may be foreclosed by said Commissioners before the
City Court of said city, in the same manner as a mortgage
is foreclosed, according to the rules of equity.
Wanton and maSEC. 8. Any surreptitious or fraudulent use of the water;
licious waste.
or any use thereof by concealed and unauthorized means;
or any wanton and malicious waste thereof or injury thereto,
or to the reservoirs, pipes, or :fixtures connected with the
Water W arks, shall be deem~d and is hereby declared to be
Penalty.
a misdemeanor, cognizable by the Police Court of said city ;
and every person duly convicted thereof shall be subject to
a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or to imprisonment
not exceeding three months, or to such :fine aud imprisonment both, at the discretion of said Police Court.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
March 31st, 1862, approved April 1st, 1862.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Olerk.

AN ORDINANCE

· For the Regulation of Public Carriages.
Be it ordained by the Oourt of Oommon Oouncil of the Oity
of Hartford:SECTION 1. Every hack, omnibus, cab, chariot, coach, What !lOnstitutes
.
a pubhc carriage.
b arouche, or any oth er vehicle, whether on wheels or runners, drawn by one or more horses, or other animals, which
shall be used in the city of Hartford, for the conveyance of
persons, for hire, from place to place within said city, shall be
deemed a public carriage, within the meaning of this ordinance.
SEC. 2. NO person shall act, as driver of a,ny public car- Licensee granted
•
.L'
.L'
h.1re, from. place to and recorded.
nage
1or
the conveyance of personsJ 1or
place within said city, without having been licensed therefor
by the Mayor, in writing. All such licenses shall expire on
the first day of June next succeeding their date, and may be
revoked by the Mayor, at his discretion. But the Mayor
shall have the power of granting licenses for shorter period
of time, to drivers of vehicles, for the purpose of using said
vehicles for the conveyance of passengers, while some public
occasion may require an unusual amount of travel. Every license granted by the Mayor, before it becomes of any effect,
shall be recorded by the City Clerk in a book kept for that
purpose; and the clerk shall receive from the applicant
twenty-five cents for recording the same.
SEC. 3. Every person not a resident of this city who License of nonshall be licensed as aforesaid, shall pay therefor the sum of residents.
ten dollars for each ordinary hack, coach, carriage, or vehicle, and the sum of twenty dollars for each omnibus and other
vehicle designed for and capable of carrying more than
eight persons. If said hack, coach, carriage, omnibus, or
other vehicle shall be owned by any person or persons not
residents of said city, then the sum named in this section
shall be paid for said license, though the person licensed be
a resident of said city.
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Badge and munber to be worn.
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indecorous Janguage.

cards with rates
of
fare inslde of
carriages.
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SEC. 4. No public carriage for the conveyance of passengers shall stand at any place in said city, waiting for employment, except west of the west gate on the north side of
the State House yard, and on the west side of the State House
yard, the north side of the South Park, so-called, and in front
of the house of Engine Company No. 2, and in such order
and manner as the Chief of Police shall prescribe. No truck,
. sa1'd city
. £or
wagon, dray, or veh.1cle wh'1ch shall be use d m
the conveyance of goods, wares, merchandise, produce, wood,
or anything whatever, for hire, or for the sale thereof, shall
stand for such purpose in any place on Main and State streets,
around and near said State House yard, except on and near
the side or sides of said yard not hereinbefore appropriated,
and in such order and manner as the Chief of Police shall
direct and prescribe.
SEC. 5. One person may be licensed to each public car.
. . passengers £or
riage,
and sueh one an d no other may so11cit
the same. Every person when soliciting passengers shall
wear upon his hat or cap a distinctive badge indicating the
number of his license, and also a corresponding number shall
be placed in some conspicuous place upon the carriage which
he drives. Every person obtaining a license as a driver for
any public carriage may substitute any other person as driver
of the same for the space of three days at one time.
SEC. 6. No driver or porter, while at a public stand, or
· or steamboat wharf wa1tmg
· · to be emat any ra1·1road station
ployed or soliciting passengers, or while any public carriage
is in his charge at any public place, shall use any profane,
abusive, boisterous or indecorous language, or utter loud cries
or calls, or scuffle, or crowd about, or interfere with any other
driver or porter with whom any passenger may be negotiating
for the transportation of himself or baggage, nor violate any
of the rules and regulations made and published by any of the
railroad companies occupying the Union Station of this city.
SEC. 7. The name of the owner, and number of the license,
· h the rates of f:are, sba11 be.printe
· d on a card an d
together wit
placed on the inside of every public carriage, in the most
conspicuous place ; and a neglect to comply with the provisions of this section for one week shall be deemed to be and
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shall be a separate offense for each week during which such
neglect continues.
SEC. 8. The prices or rates of fare to be taken by or paid Prices
or rates ot
tare.
to the owners or drivers of public carriages shall be as follows,
viz. :-For conveying one person with one trunk and a hatbox, carpet-bag, portmanteau or other similar article, for any
distance not exceeding one mile, twenty-five cents; for each
additional half mile or legs, twelve cents; children under
four years of age, free, and between the ages of four and
twelve, half price; for every additional trunk, twelve cents;
for the use of a public carriage by the hour, one dollar; an'd
in that proportion for succeeding fractions of an hour; for
weddings, parties and funerals, two dollars. Between the
hours of twelve o'clock at night and four o'clock in the
morning, double the above rates may be charged.
SEC. 9. Every person who shall violate any of the pro- Penalty tor vlo..
f .
'd
d
l latton of ordlVlSlOnS o this ordinance, or any of sa1 rules an regu a- nance.
tfons made and published by any of'said railroad companies,
or ask, take or receive any greater sum or sums for their services than are permitted by this ordinance, shall forfeit and
pay a penalty of not less than three nor more than twentyfive dollars for each offense, to the city of Hartford, for the
use of the City Treasury ; and said penalty shall be recoverable from the person so offending, or from his master or employer, and it shall be t4e duty of the Chief of Police ·to inquire into and report all violations of this ordinance to the
City Attorney for prosecution.
SEC. 10. An ordinance, entitled "An Ordinance for the
regulation of Public Carriages," passed March 24th, 1862,
and all ordinances and by-laws heretofore passed, relating to
public carriages, are hereby repealed, Provided that such repeal shall not effect any violations of any by-laws or ordinances heretofore committed, nor any suits now pending for
the same, but such violations and suits may be prosecuted in
the same manner as if said by-laws and ordinances had not
been repealed.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
September 22d, 1862, approved September 23d.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, Oity Clerk.
12

AN ORDINANCE

Regulating the Erection of Buildings.
Be it ordained by the Court of Common Council of the Oi"ty of
Hartford, as follows :No bmldings to
SECTION 1. Every person who shall erect, add to, move
be erected with•
•
out the consent or place any dwelling house, shop, store, barn, or other bmldof the court of
common councu. ing, except privies, in this city, without the consent of the
Court of Common Council as to the mode or materials of such
erection or addition, or without consent of said Court of Common Council to such removal, or in any manner contrary to
the ordinances of said city, or the allowance or direction of
the Court of Common Council, shall forfeit and pay the sum
of fifty dollars, and the further sum of not more than fifty
dollars for every week that such building shall remain without such permission; and it is hereby provided that the continuance of any such building without such permission, for
each week after such act, shall be deemed a separate and
single offense.
Petitions to specSEC. 2. All petitions to the Court of Common Council, reify material, and 1 .
. 1 Of W h'lCh t h e
to be referred to atmg to b Ul'Id'mgs, S h a11 specifJ t h e materia
the
fire
depart11
d
h
.
f
h
f
ment committee. outer wa s an t e outer covermg o t e roo of sa1'db m'Id'mg
are to be composed, the street upon which, and the distance
from the street at which the said building is to be placed, and
all such petitions shall be referred to the Committee of the
Fire Department, who shall inquire into the matters asked for
in said petitions, and make their report to the Court of Common Council, who may grant such petitions under such restric~ions as they may think proper.
No chimney,
SEC. 3. Every person who shall erect or place within any
stove, fire-place, b ild'
• h'lil t h e l'1m1ts
· Of Sal'd city,
·
or furnace in
U
mg, Wlt
except SUCh as h ave
wood building
.
.
•
without consent. their outer walls composed wholly of 1ron, brick, stone or
mortar, any chimney, stove, fire-place, furnace or other ap_
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paratus for heating or cooking, without the consent of the
Fire Marshal, or contrary to the direction of the Court of
Common Council, shall forfeit and pay a fine of not more
than fifty dollars, and a further fine of not more than thirty
dollars for every month that the same shall remain, either
without the consent of ~he said Fire Marshal, or contrary to
the direction of said Court of Common Council.
SEO. 4. It shall be the duty of the Fire Marshal to ex- Dutyoftlremaramine into all violations of this ordinance, and report the shal.
same to the City Attorney for prosecution.
SEO. 5. All by-laws and ordinances and parts of by-laws
and ordinances heretofore passed, relating to the erection
of, addition to, or moving of buildings, excepting the 12th
section of the ordinance relating to highways, are hereby repealed, Provided that such repeal shall not effect any violations of said by-laws or ordinances heretofore committed, but
said violations may be prosecuted in the same manner as if
said by-laws and ordinances were not repealed.
Passed by concurrent vote in Court of Common Council,
September 22d, 1862, approved September 23d.
Attest,
LEVI WOODHOUSE, City Clerk.
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ACCOUNTS against the City to be referred to the Auditing Committee,
26
of expenditures of Street Commissioner to be made monthly, 10
Annual of the City Auditor,
25
Treasurer,
26
of the City and Police Courts' Cler\{s,
. 27
Attorney,
27
monthly of the Park Commissioners,
. 38
semi-annual of the Water Commissioners,
85
ALDERMEN, Oath of
. 23
Board of to appoint one member of the Auditing Committee, 26
to choose three members of the Highway Committee, 4
to meet for the choice of Jurors for the City Court, 39
Acting President of, may warn Meetings,
. 32
Senior Alderman of, may warn Meetings,
32
12,
13
ANIMALS at large,
15
impounding of
.
13
droves of .
5,
6,
7
ASSESSMENTS for Public Improvements,
8
four per cent. discount,
8
how collected,
8
payable to City Treasurer,
9
a lien upon land,
47
betterments collected by the Police,
62
draining or filling up of low grounds,
.
34
ASSESSORS OF THE TOWN may be Assessors of the City,
23
ATTORNEY, CITY, Oath of
29
Bond of
28
Compensation of
.
53
Fees of
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ATTORNEY, CITY, duties of
Accounts of
may employ additional Couusel,
to keep a Register of Writs, &c.,
•
AUDITING COMMITTEE, how appointed, and duties,
to approve or disapprove all bills, claims and
accounts against the city,
to examine monthly accounts of Water Rents,
City Auditor Chairman of .
•
AUDITOR, CITY, Oath of
Bond of
.
Salary of
duties of
Deputy provided .
not to draw orders on the Treasurer without previous
vote, .
.
to render his account annually,
. 25,
to file and safely keep all bills and other matter,
Chairman of Auditing Committee,
to draw orders monthly to pay the Police,
quarterly to pay Salaries,
.
BALL PLAYING in certain places a nuisance,
.
BAROUCHE deemed a public carriage,
BARNS, lighted candles or lamps not carried into .
.
the erection of regulated,
BATHING in public places not allowed except in such places designated
by the Mayor,
.
BELLS, driving without, a nuisance, .
•
ringing ot; at alarms of Fire,
•
.
BILLS posting in certain places a nuisance,
BONFIRES when a nuisance,
.
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS. See PoLIOE COMMISSIONERS.
BOARD OF FIRE DEPARTMENT, of what constituted and powers,
Commissioners, how elected, term of office and duties,
pay of,
~ .
Water Commissioners, powers and duties of~
annual report of
•
semi-annual account of Water Rents,
BONDS OF CITY OFFICERS,
29,
Treasurer,

27
27
28"
28

26

26
26
26

23
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52
26
25
25
26
25
26
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13
87
81
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75
77
78
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30
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INDEX.

BONDS OF CITY Collector,
. 29
Marshal,
29
Attorney,
. 29
Street Commissioner,
29
Inspector of Wood,
. 21
City Auditor,
,
29
Clerk of City Court, .
. 29
Police Court,
29
President of Board of Water Commissioners,
29
BRAWLING AND FIGHTING a nuisance,
12
how suppressed,
. 50
BUILDING LINES, how established,
. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7
encroachments on
11, 14
erection of buildings between
11
BUILDINGS, openings between
3, 4, 5, 6, 7
moving of .
11, 55, 90
erection of
11,. 14, 55, 60, 90, 91
between buildings,
11
regulated,
55, 90
liable to four-fold taxation, .
14
of wood. See FIRE LIMITS, .
. 55
on private ways, narrow streets or alleys of less width than
forty feet,
56, 57
petitions relating to, to be referred to the Fire Department
Committee,
56, 90
public or private, penalty for defacing, .
62
BUILDING MATERIAL, depositing of
11
BLACKSMITH SHOPS not to be erected or used without permission,
59
BRINE, the accumulating of, so as to be offense, a nuisance,
. 60
CAB deemed a Public Carriage,
_,. •
CELLARS, the excavating of a nuisance,
CEMETERIES, power to disperse idle assemblies from within,
CHARCOAL BASKETS,
CHARIOTS deemed a Public Carriage,
CHURCHES, power to disperse idle assemblies from before
CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT,
salary of
badge of
powers of
duties and election of

87
.

11
51
21

87
.

51
64
52, 76

'70
• 73

'71, 72

•
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CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, annual report of 74
power to demolish buildings,
74
to keep a book of registry,
65
power to obstruct highways
and to remove vehicles, 73, 74
CITY SEAL to be used when,
41
Property, execution of conveyances of
41
Debt, evidences of, to be executed by the Mayor,
41
Residents to assist at Fires,
81
Collector. See COLLECTOR.
Surveyor. See SURVEYOR.
Coroner. See CORONER.
Clerk. See CLERK.
Treasurer. See TREASURER.
Auditor. See AUDITOR.
CITY COURT, Oath of Judges of
24
Jurors of
24
Clerk of .
23
Taxable Fees of
40
Clerk of
40
Jurors of, chosen,
3~
penalty for refusing to serve,
. 40
compensation of
53
Messenger, fee of
. 52
financial duties of Clerk,
27
taxable fees of Clerk,
40 ·
Judges, salary of
52
Clerk, salary of .
. 52
City Marshal's fee for attendance,
53
CLAIMS againat the city to be referred to the Auditing Committee,
26
for water rent a lien upon property,
85
CLERK OF THE CITY, duties of
19, 25
Oath of
23
Salary of
. 52
shall keep an office where,
19
Certificates of Oaths to be lo<lged with,
23
to return list of Jurors to Clerk of City Court,
39
Court, oath of
. 23
:financial duties,
27
Bond of
29
Salary of
52
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23
CLERK OF THE CITY, Police Court, Oath of
. 27
:financial duties of
29
Bond of
• 52
Salary of .
19
the Board of Aldermen, duties of
19
the Common Council Board, duties of
23
Oath of .
Salary of
. 52
Fire Companies,
67
COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL, annual meetings of for choice of officers, 18
to appoint a Street Commissioner,
4
City Surveyor,
4
Coroner,
19
Inspector of Wood,
. 21
Rate Maker,
34
Health Committee,
58
Fire Commissioners,
77
Marshal,
78
choose Park Commissioner,
37
Police Commissioners,
. 43
specially warned to fill vacancies, 18, 31
to lay a tax annually,
35
Messengers, salary of .
53
petitions to, concerning buildings, . 90
shall refer all bills, accounts or claims
against the City to the Auditing
Committee,
26
meetings of, how called and warned,
32
warrants for, returnable, 32
pay for warning, .
53
COMMISSIONERS OF COMPENSATION,
4, 5
duties of
6, 7
Certificate of, .
5
Oath of
• 24
Pay of .
7
COACHES deemed a Public Carriage,
• 87
COMPLAINTS, Street Commissioner to keep a book of
10
COMMON COUNCIL BOARD, .
. 18
President of
18
Vice President of
18
. 18
Clerk of .

13
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COMMON COUNCIL BOARD, Clerk of, duties of
salary of .
.,.
Messenger of
presiding officer of, shall vote only, when
to appoint one member of the Auditing
Committee, .
.
.
.
•
to choose three memb.ers of the Highway
Committee, .
Men, Oath of
CONTRACTS, Street Commissioner to make
regulations for Water Commissioners,
COLLECTOR, CITY, Oath of
Bond of .
to collect taxes,
34,
compensation of
CORONER, CITY, chosen arid duties, .
.
power to issue subpcenas,
administer oaths,
.
pro tern pore,
power to issue process,
CORONER'S JURY summoned by the Police, .
process of, to be served by the Police,
.
fees of
•
verdict,
.
to be lodged with Clerk of the Superior Court,
forfeit for neglect to appear,
.
CROSS w ALlts. See SrnEW.ALKS.
CURB STONES, the breaking of, a nuisance,
.
CURRIER SHOPS OR WORKS, power of Health Committee with reference to
.
DAMAGES for land taken for Public Improvements,
appeal from the appraisal of
appraisal to be published,
to be a part of the expense assessed,
order for the payment of
payable to non-residents and others,
DEAD BODIES, cause of death unknown,
DEPUTY MARSHAL, oath of
DRAINS, opening of, on any street a nuisance,
Privy

19

52
18
18
26
4

23
10
84

23
29
35
35
19
20
20
21
21
19
48

53
20
20
20

12
58

5, 6, 7
5
5

5
6
6

19

23
11
60
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DROVES OF ANIMALS, driving of, when a nuisa.uce,
DRIVERS OF PUBLIC CARRIAGES, regulations, &c.,
badges for
DWELLING HOUSES. See BUILDINGS.

13

88
88

.

ENGINES and Fire Apparatus .not to be drawn upon sidewalks,
12,
ENCROACH~fENTS to be removed by Street Commissioner,
on Building Lines,
lL
ENGINEERS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, number of
64,
salary of .
52,
election and duties of
71, 72, 74,
duties of
64, 65, 66,
special duties of
badges of
powers of .
to obstruct highways and re•
move vehicles, .
73,
to be designated by numbers,
FARE, rates of, public carriages,
FAST DRIVING a nuisance, .
FEES OF CITY COURT AND ITS CLERK,
Attorney,
Coroner,
Marshal,
Jurors, .
Witnesses,
FENCES, defacing of a nuisance, .
FIGHTING AND BRAWLING a nuisance,
FIRE, false alarms of, penalty for .
Policeman's duties in case of
Men, number of and duties,
duties in case of fire,
after a fire,
badges of
compensation of .
Marshal, salary of
how elected, powers and duties of
to attend Fires, .
penalty for hindering,
to keep a record book,

70

10
14
71
76

75
71
76
70

73
74
75

. 89
11, 12, 14
. 40

53
.

53

53
.

53

53
. 12
12, 61
. 81
48
64, 68, 69
66
• 66
70
• 76
76
78, 79, 80, 91
80
•

80
80
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. 80
FIRE, Marshal, annual report of
52, 76
Department, salary of Engineers of •
64
to consist of
• 64
number of Engineers of
65
members of exempt from poll tax,
76
salaries and compensation of .
81
general provisions of
Committee, all petitions relating to buildings to be re•
56
ferred to
75
Board of, of what constituted and powers,
• 64
Companies, number of, and number in each, .
64
officers of, and when elected,
65, 66, 67
duties of Foremen of .
68
enlistments, form of
69,
70
houses to be used for certain purposes only, .
70, 74
inspection and exercise,
78
Commissioners, pay of
77
Board of how elected, term of office and duties,
55, 56
Limits, boundaries of
55
no wooden buildings within
55
penalty for erecting certain buildings within, .
. 21
Wood, inspector of and fees,
21
Bond of
Deputy Inspector's of
21
must be inspected,
21
forfeit for short measure,
. 22
Works and Fire Arms, when a nuisance,
..,
13
Balls, playing with
60
FILTH to be removed,
58, 62
upon any street, &c.,
60
FISH, dressing of, in any public place, except
60
FOREMEN OF FIRE COMPANIES, duties of .
65, 66
authority to enlist .
65
elected annually,
. 64
quarterly report of
65
return to the City Clerk,
. 66
to transmit roll to the Chief Engineer, 65

GAS HOUSE OR MANUFACTORY, the erection of without permission
forbidden,
59
GRASS AND ORNAMENTAL SHRUBBERY, injury to, a nuisance,
12
GUTTERS, .
3, 9

I
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HAND CARTS upon sidewalks a nuisance,
. 13
HACKS deemed a Public Carriage,
87
HATTERS' SHOPS, not to be erected or used without permission, .
. 59
HIDES AND SKINS, green, no building to be erected for, or used for
without permission,
. 59
HEALTH COMMITTEE, salary of Chairman, .
52
duties of
58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63
number and to be appointed annually,
. 58
penalty for neglect .to obey orders of,
59, 62, 63
to assess the expense of abating nuisances,
62
HIGHWAY RECORD BOOK,
7
Committee appointed,
4
duties where land is to be taken for public improvements,
4, 5
to agree with owners of land if possible,
5
duties, if they fail to agree with owners,
5
to report immediately if owners of land agree or
waiver their right to appeal,
5
report to set forth the amount of damages, &c.,
5
what to embrace,
6
to publish a schedule of assessments,
8
to report final estimate of assessments to the Court
of Common Council,
8
and Streets, laying out, making, or establishing of
3, 4, 5, 6, 7
alterations of the lines of, or width or discontinuance of
3
exchange or sale of
3
obstructions in
10, 11, 13, 14, 60
excavating of
11
public travel in
14, 60
moving buildings through
11
to be kept open,
. 11
depositing rubbish in .
12, 13, 60
post, rail or fence upon
12, 60
business eigns upon
12
a,nimals at large upon
13
driving of animals through,
13
firing or exploding of :fireworks or :firearms or
bonfires upon
13, 60

'I

:11

I

,I

,: I

I

:I

l
I
!

I

I'

I I

,,

1,1

I'
I

. I

I.
11

I'
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• 13
HIGHWA.Y, and Streets, ball playing or kite flying upon
driving of any sledge, sled, or sleigh, without
13
bells, upon
. 13
posting of bills near
12
trade carried on upon •
. 12, 60
defacing of trees upon
• 12
brawling or :fighting upon
14
encroachments upon
Street Commissioner to superintend repairs, &c.,
upon
9
nuisances in how removed,
10, 14, 58
vault or cellar opened upon .
11
drains discharged upon, .
. 11
racing or fast driving on
11
deposting of building material,
11
opening of without permission,
11
no buildings erected on without permission,
. 14
to be kept clear by police,
47
and Alleys of less width than forty feet, .
. 57
penalty for opening of
57
no house, shop, or store to be erected fronting on 57
penalty, .
• 57
Ordinance amended,
16
HORSE RACING ORFA.ST DRIVING, a nuisance,
11, 12, 14
HORSES UNHITCHED,
12

INSPECTOR OF FIRE WOOD,
Bond of
Fees of
Oath of
ILL FAME, houses of, to be reported by the police,
pow~r to enter and suppress,
IDLE ASSEMBLIES upon sidewalks and other places, suppressed, .
JOINT CONVENTIONS,
JURORS OF CITY COURT, number and how chosen,
pay per day,
how drawn and summoned,
Coroner,
KEROSENE OIL, manufacturing of
KITE FLYING in public places a nuisance,

.

21
21

.

21
23

. 4t
50

51

•

18
39
53

39
19, 20
•

59

13

INDEX.
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KILN OR FURNACE for burning or baking of stone or earthen ware,
&c., forbidden, without permission,
59
LIEN UPON LAND FOR ASSESMENTS,
9
repairing sidewalks,
9
property for Water Rents,
85
LICENSES whereby public travel may be incommoded to be at the risk of
the party receiving such
15
given by the Street Commissioner and Court of Common
. Council,
11, 12, 13
for drivers of Public Carriages,
87
LOW GROUNDS, raising, filling up, or draining of
. 3, 7, 8
stagnant water upon
61
expense of removing water upon, to be assessed,
62
MAYOR, Oath of
Salary of
when to call City Meetings and Meetings of the Court of
Common Council,
Chairman of Board of Police Commissioners,
has power to suspend Policemen,
commit without warrant, .
call the military out
disperse idle assemblies
to execute conveyances of city property,
to be chief executive magistrate and conservator of peace,
to have authority with force and strong hand,
may give licenses to drivers of public carriages,
penalty for disobeying orders of
MARSHAL, CITY, Oath of
Bond of .
Pay of
Warrants for meetings,
to serve Jury warrants,
Fire, Salary of
how elected, powers and duties,
78, 79, 80,
to attend Fires,
penalty for hindering .
to keep a Record Book,
annual report
MANURE, the accumalating of, a nuisance,
or compost, not to be allowed within 30 feet of any street, walk
or dwelling,

23
52
;l2

44
44
50

51
51
41
50
50

87
51
23
29
53
32
39

76
91
80
80
80
80

60

62

I
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MATCHES not to be kept except as provided,
•
59
Fire Marshal to attend to
79
MESSENGERS of the Court of Common Coucil, salary of
53
Common Council Board,
• 18
MEETINGS of the City, how warned and returnable,
. 32, 33
annual, when held,
. 33
Court of Common Council how warned and returnable, 32, 33
MILITARY, the Mayor has power to call out
51
penalty for disobeying the commands of the Mayor,
51
MONEYS, how drawn from the City Treasurer,
, 25
all accruing to the use of the city to be paid into the City
Treasury,
26
NUISANCES INJURIOUS TO HEALTH,
58
. 14
in Streets, Highways, or Public Places, how removed,

•

Buildings
as laid down in the Highway Ordinance, of the FIRST
CLASS, penalty twenty-five dollars,
removal of buildings through any street or highway,
opening of any street or thoroughfare,
depositing of building material,
opening of any drain,
excavating of any part of any street or thoroughfare,
.
racing or trying speed of horses,
interfering with any Executive, Police Officer, or Street
Commissioner, ,
injuring of any ornamental tree or shrubbery,
erection or location of any building upon any street, highway or public place or between any building line, .
of the SECOND CLASS, penalty fifteen dollars, .
trade or business upon sidewalks, streets or highways,
.
defacing of any fence, rail, post, &c.,
driving at a greater speed than six miles an hour,
.
drawing of any vehicle, engine, or fire apparatus upon any
~w~
•
depositing of rubbish or other thing,
injuring of grass or ornamental herbage,
.
brawling or fighting,
laying sidewalk or gutter stone,
of the THIRD CLASS, penalty five dollars,

42
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11

11
l1

12
12

12
J2
12
12
12
12
12
12
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NUISANCES, placing articles of traffic, merchandise or other thing on any
sidewalk, street or highway, except for transit,
placing of any post, rail or fence upon any street or highway,
placing of any business sign, otherwise than parallel with
face of building, wall or fence, .
setting out of any tree within the lines of any sidewalk,
breaking of any sidewalk or curb stone with malicious intent,
permitting any animal to go at large,
stand upon any crosswalk,
leaving any horse unhitched,
obstructiug any street or thoroughfare by horse, animal
or vehicle, .
driving of any droves of animals through Main Street or
any other street on Sunday between sunrise and sunset,
firing of :fireworks, :firearms or bonfire, .
Acts of the FOURTH CLASS, penalty one dollar,
continued keeping of rubbish that does not impede public
travel,
ball playing or kite flying,
.
driving without bells, .
neglect to remove snow or ice,
posting of bills, .
drawing any hand cart, or sled or wheelbarrow upon any
sidewalk,
permitting of snow to remain on any building in such condition that the same may slide, .
OATHS of City Officers,
Recorder and Judges of City Court,
Judge of Police Court,
Commissioners of Compensation,
Jurors of City Court, .
certificates to be lodged with the City Clerk,
record made in lieu of certificates,
new, not required in case of re-election, .
OBSTRUC'l'IONS in Streets and Public Places,
to be removed by the Police,
OFF AL, the accumulating of, a nuisance,
OMNIBUS deemed a public carriage, •

.

14

12
12
12
12

12
12

13
12

13
13
13
13
13

13
13
13
13
13
13

23, 24

24
24
24
24

23
23
24
10, 11, 12, 13, 14

47
60

87
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PARKS public, laying out, making or establishing of
3, 4, 5, 6, 7
alteration of lines or width, or discontinuance of
3, 4, 5, 6, 7
care and management of •
37
51
power to disperse idle assemblies from
60
remove filth and rubbish from
37
PARK COMMISSIONERS, how and when chosen,
37
pay of
38
to make necessary repairs on Parks,
to submit plan of alterations or improvements
38
to the Court of Common Council,
to keep an account of all expenditures, and
38
report once a month,
47
PAWN BROKERS' SHOPS to be reported by the Police,
14, 42
PENALTIES for committing nuisances,
14
PENALTY for unlawfully placing anything upon any street,
for Pound Breach,
15, 16
29, 30
of Bonds,
for violating Park Rules,
37
military dis'obeying orders of the Mayor,
51
hindering, obstructing, or resisting the Mayor and other
City Officers,
51
erecting certain buildings within the fire limits,
55, 90
any house, shop or store on any private way, street
or alley of less width than 40 feet,
57
disobeying orders of Health Committee,
59, 62, 63
minors and others,
63
failure of Foremen of Fire Companies to do certain duties,
66
neglect of firemen to obey orders,
67
appear,
69
to be deducted from compensation,
69
for firemen not assisting,
69
violating Sec. 14,
70
removing Fire obstructions,
74
refusing to obey orders of Fire Marshal,
78, 79
erecting or using cooking or heating apparatus without
consent,
79, 91
concerning combustible material,
79
for hindering or obstructing the Fire Marshal,
80
giving False Alarms of Fire, .
81
recoverable before the City Court,
82

1oq-
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PEN ALTY for violating ordinance concerning Public Carriages,
89
PERSONAL PROPERTY belonging to the City how conveyed,
41
PETITIONS to the Court of Common Council concerning buildings to be
referred to Fire Department Committee, .
56, 90
POLICE COMMISSIONERS, Board of, how and when chosen,
43
term of office determined,
43
two chosen annually,
43
Mayor to be chairman of the Board
44
any member of the Board has power to
suspend Policemen,
44
pay of
45
· oath of
23
Secretary of the Board,
46
Board of, may make rules and regulations, 48
Department to consist of
44
members of, how appointed,
44
pay of and how paid,
45
no member to receive any reward for services rendered, 45
qualifications and obligations of
48
Ordinance relating to the
50
Officer, interference with, a nuisance,
11
oath of
23
has power to keep streets and public places free from
obstructions,
ll
penalty for hindering, obstructing or resisting of
51
Chief of, power and duties, .
46, 51
Secretary of the Board of Police Commissioners,
46
has authority with force and strong hand,
50
power to commit without warrant,
50
Captain of, his duties, .
46, 47, 51
Lieutenant of, his duties, .
46, 47, 51
POLICEMEN, oath of .
• 23
number of .
44
who has power to suspend,
44
ordinary powers and duties,
46, 47, 48, 51
to collect assessments for benefits,
47
what they may not do,
48
POLICE FORCE, established,
. 43
to summon Coroner's J~uy,
19
Court, oath of Judge,
. 24

..
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POLICE COURT, salary of Judge,
Judge of, has power to suspend Policemen,
Clerk of, oath of
salary of
financial duties of
Messenger of, salary of
Police to attend
POUND BREACH, penalty for
PRIVY accomodations,
or necessary house to have vault,
Vaults, contents of, when to be removed,
Drains,
•
exempt from certain regulations,
PUBLIC Df PROVEMENTS, how established,
4,
how land may be taken for,
5, 6,
assessments and damages,
Street Commissioner to supervise
expense of, when requiring the sanction
a City meeting,
Carriages, wbat constitutes a
licenses for
regulations for Drivers of
Badges for drivers of
Rates of fare for .
penalty for violating Ordinance of

52
44

23

. 52
27
54

47
15, 16
42, 60
60 ·
61
60
90
. 3, 4
5, 6, 7
7, 8, 9
9

of
6

87
87
88

88
89
89
34

RATE MAKER, CITY

34
compensation of
REAL ESTATE, grants, leases and conveyances of, belonging to the City, 41
24
RECORDER, CITY, oath of
52
salary of
50
RIOTS, power to suppress
50
ROUTS, power to suppress
12, 13,- 60
RUBBISH, depositing of, a nuisance,
60
the accumulating of

SALARIES OF CITY OFFICERS
to be paid quarterly,
elected to fill vacancies,
the Fire Department,

52, 53, 54
52
31

• 76

INDEX.
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SEWERS, PUBLIC, laying out, constructing or altering of
3, 7, 8
23
SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, oath of
SCUTTLES, Fire Marshal to attend to
79
SHOPS AND STORES. See BorLDINGS.
SIGNS, BUSINESS, when a nuisance,
12
SIDE WALKS AND CROSS WALKS, ordering, constructing or altering of .
3, 7, 8, 9
to be kept in repair,
9
carrying on of trade upon, a nuisance,
12
Engines or vehicles drawn upon, a nuisance,
12
12
articles of traffic upon, when a nuisance,
setting out of trees within the lines of, a nuisance,
12
snow or ice to be removed from
13
no hand carts or wheelbarrows upon
13
Street Commissioner to superintend repairs of
9
12
laying of, without a license, a nuisance,
breaking of, with malicious intent,
12
to be kept clear by the Police,
47
power to disperse idle assemblies upon,
51
filth or rubbish upon, a nuisance, .
60
carrying of swill upon, a nuisance,
60
SLAUGHTER HOUSES, power of Health Committee with reference to
58
proper care of
61
SNOW and Ice upon sidewalks, a nuisance,
13
upon roofs of buildings, when a nuisance,
13
SOAP BOILERS, power of Health Committee with reference to
58
Boiling no building to be erected or used for without permission,
59
STREETS. See HIGHWAYS.
STREET COMMISSIONER, appointed,
4
oath of .
23
bond of
29
salary of
52
duties of
9, 10
to keep a record of complaints,
10
to remove nuisances,
14
obstructions,
10
encroachments and incumbrances
and filth, .
interfering with, while attending to dutres, a
nuisance,
14
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STREET COMMISSIONER to keep account of expenditures,
has power to make contracts,
to conform to the votes and orders of the
Court of Common Council,
9,
to superintend and secure the repairs of
Streets, &c.,
11, 12,
may give licenses, .
to consult plans of City Surveyor,
. 46,
STATION HOUSE in charge of certain officers,
STEWARDS OF FIRE COMPANIES, duties of
STRANGERS to be directed by the Police,
SURVEYOR, CITY, appointed, .
duties of
.
oath of
compensation of
SWILL PAILS not to be carried on or along any sidewalk,
SWINE to be kept so as to not be offensive,
TALLOW CHANDLERIES, power of Health Committee with reference to
shops, no building to be erected or used
for, without permission, .
the rendering of, no building to be erected
or used for, without permission,
1
TANNING LEATHER or hides, no building to be erected or used for,
without permission,
TANNERIES, power of Health Committee with reference to .
TAXABLE FEES OF THE CITY COURT and clerk of the same,
TAXES, CITY,
34, 35,
Water, .
TRADE OR BUSINESS UPON SIDEWALKS OR STREETS, a
nuisance,
TREASURER, CITY, oath of
bond of
salary of
to receipt for moneys received,
to keep a true account of receipts ancl disbursements,
annual account of
to apply avails of water rents,
of Fire Companies,

10
10
I0
9

13

10
47
67
47
4

10
23
52
60

59

58
59
59
59
58
40

36
85

12
23
29

52
26
26
26
26
68

INDEX.

111

'I1REASURY, Cl'J.1Y, no money to be paid from, without city auditors' order, 25
TREES OR SHRUBBERY, the injuring of, a nuisance, .
11~ 14
the setting out of, when a nuisance,
12
penalty for defacing or injuring
. 62
the fastening of animals to,
60
TRUCKS, stand for
88
TUMULTS suppressed,
50
'11 URNPIKE ROADS within city limits,
9
V ACANOIES of officers chosen by the Court of Com.mo~ Council,
in any city office, .
in the Fire Department,
. 71,
VAGRAN'l.1 PERSO S dispersed,
VARNISH, the erecting of any buildings for the making of, forbidden,
• without permission,
VAULT OR CELLAR, the opening of a nuisance,
Privy, required,
contents when removed,
VEHICLES whether on runners or wheels for the conveyance of passengers,
deemed a public carriage, .
VI EGAR YARDS, the use of any ground for, without permission, forbidden,

18
31
72
50
59
11

60
61

87
59

WAGONS, TRUCK, stand for
88
WHARVES AND LANDING PLACES, to be inspected and purified,
58
WHEEL BARROWS upon Sidewalks, a nuisance,
13
vV ATER COMMISSIONERS, Board of, Bond of the President, .
29
salary of the President,
52
duties of the President,
83
annual report of
84
semi-annual account of
85
organization and powers
83
accounts to be examined by the Auditing
Committee,
26
Ordinance relative to
83
Works, ordinance relative to,
83
Rents, how regulated,
85
monthly accounts to be examined by the Auditing
Committee,
26
semi-annual account of
85
claim for, a lien upon property,
85
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WATER, Stagnant .
.
.
.
•
•
.
•
expense of removing to be assessed,
Dirty, the accumulating of, a nuisance,
obstructing or altering a stream of .

61
62
60, 62
60
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